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Through the Scriptures: Year 2 

Overview of Readings 
Old Testament 

Genesis: Weeks 1-5 

Exodus: Weeks 5-9 

Leviticus: Weeks 9-11 

Numbers: Weeks 11-13 

Deuteronomy: Weeks 14-18 

Joshua: Weeks 18-20 

Judges: Weeks 20-22 

Ruth: Week 22 

1 Samuel: Weeks 22-26 

2 Samuel: Weeks 27-29 

1 Kings: Weeks 29-31 

2 Kings: Weeks 31-33 

1 Chronicles: Weeks 63-64 

2 Chronicles: Weeks 64-66 

Ezra: Week 67 

Nehemiah: Week 68 

Esther: Week 69 

Job: Weeks 58-60 

Psalms: Weeks 38, 40, 43, 54, 61-2, 67, 69-71, 76 

Proverbs: Weeks 76, 80, 81, 83, 87, 89-91, 93, 96 

Ecclesiastes: Week 61 

Song of Songs: Week 62 

Isaiah: Weeks 34-38 

Jeremiah: Weeks 72-75 

Lamentations: 76 

Ezekiel: 77-80 

Daniel: Week 41 

Hosea: Week 39 

Joel: Week 43 

Amos: Week 70 

Obadiah: Week 40 

Jonah: Week 40 

Micah: Week 71 

Nahum: Week 40 

Habakkuk: Week 71 

Zephaniah: Week 71 

Haggai: Week 81 

Zechariah: Week 42 

Malachi: Week 81 
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New Testament 

Matthew: Weeks 44-45 

Mark: Weeks 82-83 

Luke: Weeks 46-47 

John: Weeks 84-85 

Acts: Weeks 48-49 

Romans: Week 50 

1 Corinthians: Weeks 86-87 

2 Corinthians: Weeks 88-89 

Galatians: Week 51 

Ephesians: Week 51 

Philippians: Week 89 

Colossians: Week 90 

1 Thessalonians: Week 91 

2 Thessalonians: Week 92 

1 Timothy: Week 52 

2 Timothy: Week 52 

Titus: Week 92 

Philemon: Week 92 

Hebrews: Weeks 53-54 

James: Week 93 

1 Peter: Week 94 

2 Peter: Week 94 

1 John: Week 95 

2 John: Week 95 

3 John: Week 96 

Jude: Week 96 

Revelation:  Weeks 55-57, 97-99 

Week 53 

Week 53 Monday  Hebrews 1-2 
This book seems to be written for believers who are suffering in and for the faith.  As you read you will catch 

glimpses of this in the repeated words of encouragement to remain confident in the hope that we have.  The book 

reminds the believer to look to Jesus for that hope as he is the one who has made the perfect sacrifice for us and is 

the heavenly reality of the earthly shadows given in the Law.  He is victorious and sits at the right hand of God; he 

will help us.  This confidence should give the hearer cause to hold fast to the confidence which cannot be shaken. 
 

As you read the first two chapters of Hebrews, keep in mind the role of an angel.  An angel is by 

definition ‘a messenger’.  The word in the Greek, in fact, can be translated as angel or messenger.  How 

does this recognition help us understand the relationship between Hebrews 1:1-2 and the rest of the 

first two chapters?  What encouragement does this give to the believer? 
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What double benefit do Jesus’ humanity and his sacrifice have for us? 

 

 

Week 53 Tuesday  Hebrews 3:1-4:13 
Jesus is greater than Moses and Joshua.  What does this assertion teach us concerning Jesus’ work?  

What warning does this section give us?  What encouragement does that give us in our lives of 

discipleship? 

 
 

What challenges do you face along the way?  What encouragement does the promised rest provide to 

you during your journey? 

 

Week 53 Wednesday  Hebrews 4:14-5:10 
Hebrews 4:14-16 brings us back to the point of 2:10-18 and encourages us on our wilderness journey by 

pointing us to the one who can and does sympathize with us.  How does this encourage you in the midst 

of the challenges of living a life of faith? 

 

What are we called to do in the face of life’s trials and temptations, cf. Hebrews 4:16?  What does this 

admonition remind us? 

 

 

What further confidence do we have in Jesus our high priest?  How do we know that he is the legitimate 

high priest for us? 

 

 

Week 53 Thursday  Hebrews 5:11-7:28 
How does the instruction to move on to solid food relate to the concern about people falling away from 

the faith?  Why is falling away from the faith not a direction people should go?  Why cannot people be 

Christians only when it is convenient for them? 

 

 

How does the certainty of God’s faithfulness to the promise encourage you, cf. Hebrews 6:18-20? 

 

 

Of what does Hebrews 7 remind us?  Why is the fact that Jesus is priest in the order of Melchizedek 

significant for our understanding of Jesus, the great high priest? 
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Week 53 Friday  Hebrews 8:1-10:18 
The notion of shadow/copy is one that provides great insight into the Old Testament.  The things of the 

Old Testament were not some crude result of primitive thinking; they were the well thought out 

intentions of God to help point his people, and all people, to the real thing through Christ.  What does 

the text teach us about Christ’s act because it was the real thing?  How does that direct our thinking in 

the faith? 

 

 

Does the abolishment of the Law eliminate the call of the believer to live life according to God’s will?  

Why or why not? 

 

 

Week 53 Saturday  Hebrews 10:19-39 
Given all that Jesus has accomplished for us as the great high priest what should we be faithful in doing, 

cf. Hebrews 10:19-25?  What is it not acceptable for Christians to do? 

 

 

What gives us strength to hold to the practice of the faith?  What gives us the strength to continue on in 

discipleship? 

 

Week 54 

Week 54 Monday  Hebrews 11:1-12:3 
What is the nature of faith?  How do the examples provided in chapter 11 demonstrate this definition? 

 
 

How do we differ from the great cloud of witnesses presented in chapter 11?  How are we the same?  

How does this encourage us to run with endurance? 

 

 

Week 54 Tuesday  Hebrews 12:4-13:25 
What is the encouragement for the Christian who suffers? 

 

 
 

What enables the Christian to follow the instructions of chapter 13?  What is the power behind our 

actions? 
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Week 54 Wednesday  Psalms 48-53 
In Psalm 48, we hear that God has made himself known as a fortress.  His holy mountain is joy in all the 

earth.  Where do we ultimately see this joy on Mt. Zion? 

 
 

What lesson is provided in Psalm 49?  Is this encouragement or warning for you? 

 

 
 

What does God desire in sacrifice?  Why? Cf. Psalm 50 and 51. 

 

 
 

Psalms 51 and 53 have a few passages that support the teaching of original sin and bondage of the will, 

cf. Psalm 51.5; and 53.2-3.  What does this teach us about ourselves? 

 
 

Week 54 Thursday  Psalms 54-60 
These psalms carry many cries for help and much trust that help will come.  What statements of faith 

stand out to you among the verses? 

 
 

How has God delivered you from the oppressor?  Can you relate to the psalmist?  What type of 

oppressors do you have in life?  Where do you turn for help?  Where is your help? 

 

 

Week 54 Friday  Psalms 61-66 
In Psalms 61 and 62 the psalmist makes a very clear statement about refuge, security, and strength.  

What is the refuge presented?  What is not the refuge?  How do these distinctions refocus our thinking 

in life?  Do you at times look to other things or people as your refuge?  Where is true security for you? 

 
 

Psalm 63 is a beautiful reminder of the sustenance God is for the believer.  The psalmist says that his 

‘soul thirsts for’ God and his ‘soul will be satisfied as with fat and rich food’ ‘when I remember you upon 

my bed, and meditate on you in the watches of the night.’ ESV [63:1, 5, 6 respectively] Why does he find 

such sustenance in God?  Can you speak with the psalmist?  How can you find sustenance in God more 

and more in your life? 
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Psalm 66 presents the after effects of God’s help for those who have been tested through a ‘crushing 

burden’.  How does the psalmist respond to the help of the Lord?  How does this instruct us for our 

response to God’s help? 

 

 

Week 54 Saturday  Psalms 67-72 
Psalm 67, 68, and 72 present great praises to God.  Why do the people praise God? Cf. Numbers 6:22-

27; Psalm 28:5-6, 7f., 19-20f.  Why do you praise God?  What has he done for you?  With whom do you 

share this? 

 

 
 

Psalms 69-71 present the psalmist’s request to God for help.  Note why he asks God for help; he asks 

because of God’s steadfast love and his history of help.  Do you cling to this in your need? 

Week 55 

Week 55 Monday  Revelation 1 
The first chapter highlights the reality that Revelation is both a vision and a letter.  In addition the 

subsequent chapters make clear that the vision carries with it the flavor of the genre of apocalyptic 

literature.  These realities instruct us as we read Revelation.  They inform us that this book is written for 

people and their present circumstances and that the numbers and images in the book should be 

understood as often/generally symbolic in use. 

 

Seven is a number of completion.  As a result, the seven churches mentioned in verse 4 represent the 

entire church, cf. also the list of the seven churches in chapters 2-3.  Likewise the seven spirits would be 

the fullness of the spirit, the Holy Spirit (here we see the Trinity: who is, was, and is to come=Father; 

seven spirits=Holy Spirit; Jesus=Son). 

 

What is the promise of this chapter, cf. especially 1:5b-8?  To whom is it for, cf. 1:9? 

 

 

What does the vision of the Son of Man, i.e., Jesus, tell us about the content of Revelation, cf. 1:12-20? 

 

 

Week 55 Tuesday  Revelation 2-3 
The seven churches provide a picture of the issues that face specific churches and/or groups of 

Christians throughout the Church extending from the time of John all of the way up to the return of 

Christ.  What are the positive characteristics of the seven churches?  What are the seven issues of 

concern raised with respect to the seven churches?  What are the promises involved?  Do you see this in 
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today’s church?  Consider both your local congregation and other congregations you have witnessed or 

been a part of.  Who is the one who has conquered?  How does this reality inform the solution to the 

problems the church faces today? 

 

 

Week 55 Wednesday  Revelation 4-5 
In this text all of creation (four living creatures) worships God on the throne and the Lamb.  The whole 

people of God worship (24 elders=12 tribes of Old Testament Church + 12 disciples, i.e., the whole New 

Testament Church) as well.  What does their worship look like?  How does our worship reflect the songs 

of worship presented here?  Why does our worship reflect the heavenly worship? 

 

 

How does the enthronement of the slain Lamb encourage the suffering Church to which Revelation is 

written?  Why do we celebrate this Lamb in our Hymn of Praise so often? 

 

 

Week 55 Thursday  Revelation 6 
The first four seals present conquest, bloodshed, famine, and death.  The fifth seal reveals the reality of 

the continuing suffering of the saints and the waiting of those saints for the judgment.  The sixth seal 

reveals the reality that the requested judgment is coming.  When are the times in which these things 

happen?  When are the things that are about to be?  What does this teach the Church? 

 

 

Week 55 Friday  Revelation 7:1-8:1 
The number 144,000 is 12 x 12 x 1000.  Twelve is the number of the Church (Old Testament=tribes of 

Israel; New Testament=disciples).  One thousand is the complete number of ten cubed, i.e., the most 

complete.  144,000 is the number of the entire Church, i.e., all of God’s people whether Old Testament 

or New Testament.  The set up of the numbering is that of numbering for war.  What significance does 

this numbering have?  What does this teach us? 

 

 

What does the subsequent picture teach us? 

 

 

Week 55 Saturday  Revelation 8:2-9:21 
The plagues in Revelation 8-9 reflect the plagues God put upon the people of Egypt during the time of 

the Exodus: 1st trumpet—Exodus 9.22-25; 2nd and 3rd trumpets—Ex. 7.20-25; 4th trumpet—Ex. 10.21-23; 

5th trumpet—Ex. 10.12-15.  What would these plagues communicate to the people of God? 
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Week 56 

Week 56 Monday  Revelation 10 
Who is the angel?  Cf. Ezekiel 1-3 (esp. 1:26-28); Daniel 10-12 (esp. 10).  Who commissions John to share 

the message? 

 

 

John is told to eat the scroll.  He is told to digest the message and then share it.  The message tastes 

sweet and bitter.  This message John is to share.  Note the distinct connections to Ezekiel 2:8-3:3, 14-15.   

 

Consider times when you have shared God’s message to friends and loved ones.  How did you feel when 

you had words of correction or warning for them?  How did you feel when you brought words of grace 

and forgiveness? 

 

Week 56 Tuesday  Revelation 11 
In Revelation forty-two months, three and a half times, and twelve hundred sixty days are all the same 

period of time.  This time frame comes up in Daniel as well, cf. Daniel 7:25; 12:7.  This period is the time 

of the Church’s witness.  The Church will be preserved throughout this time, cf. 11:1-2.  The two 

witnesses represent the Church’s witness.  The witness is persecuted but it will not be destroyed until 

the witness is complete.  At this time the dead will be left out and the world will rejoice.  Yet after three 

and a half days the bodies will be raise and ascend into heaven in the cloud.  What message does this 

event line send to the Church?  What does it have for you as you are part of the Church’s witness? 

 

 

Revelation 11:15-19 tells us that at the last trumpet God will reign visibly over all the earth and the 

Church of both the Old Testament and the New Testament (twenty-four elders) will celebrate.  How 

does this further encourage the suffering Church? 

 

Week 56 Wednesday  Revelation 12 
The woman is the Church.  The dragon, Satan, tried to take the child of the woman, Jesus, but Jesus was 

victorious and now sits on his throne.  The Church now is in the wilderness for twelve hundred sixty 

days.  During this time, she will be persecuted by the dragon but the dragon will not overcome the 

Church.  Since Satan cannot defeat the Church collectively, he goes after her offspring individually.  How 

does this chapter give encouragement to you as a believer?  How does it serve as a warning?  To what 

do you cling? 
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Week 56 Thursday  Revelation 13 
There are two beasts.  The first beast reflects the beasts from Daniel 7:2-7.  Like those beasts, this 

beast represents the rulers/ruling nations of the world.  The second beast represents the false 

christs that are present in and will come into the world, cf. Matthew 24:24.  The number 666 seems 

to be the number of the unholy trinity, a number of total incompletion; this is in contrast to the 

total completion of the number 777, the Holy Trinity. 
 

What influence do the two beasts have in the world?  What do they do to believers?  How do the 

believers respond? 

 

 
 

How do you see these things happening in your life as you live in the time of the Church, the forty-

two months?  What examples of economic influence do we see the beast carry today (cf. Revelation 

13:17)?  What examples do we see of political powers blaspheming the name of God (cf. 13:6)?  

How do these things cause challenges for your life?   

 

Week 56 Friday  Revelation 14 
In contrast to the people claimed by the beast posing as a lamb, here stands the true Lamb and the 

people he has claimed.  These 144,000 have God’s name put upon their foreheads and worship in 

triumph.  As in Revelation 7, the 144,000 are the whole people of God, the complete (10 x 10 x 10 

x…) people of God (12 x 12).  These 144,000 are those who march under Christ’s banner of victory, 

the Lamb who had been slain.  They suffer faithfully in the name of Christ. 
 

What encouragement does this presentation of the Church bring to you?  What realities does it 

convey to you? 
 

What is the reality of the judgment presented here?  Cf. 14:6-11, 14-20.  How is this encouraging to 

the saints?  How is this a warning of the dangers present for the saints? 

 

 

Week 56 Saturday  Revelation 15 
Those who have conquered even in the midst of the deadly attacks of the beast stand at the sea of 

glass (no longer turbulent, the sea was the place of chaos, cf. Revelation 4:6) which was mixed with 

fire (the deadly attacks).  The sea makes connection to the people of Israel who had suffered in 

Egypt yet stood victoriously at the Red Sea/Sea of Reeds after they had gone through it on dry 

ground.  There they sing the song of Moses, cf. Exodus 15.  This song is also linked to the Lamb, the 

one who was slain and has begun his reign, cf. Revelation 5.  This connection reminds the believer 

that they are victorious even in death; they will enter the heavenly sanctuary.  Thus the believer 
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sings the song of triumph even in the face of the plagues that are coming upon the earth.  How 

does this song help you face the challenges and attacks against your faith in your day to day life? 

 

Week 57 

Week 57 Monday  Revelation 16 
As seen in the second set of signs, here in chapter 16 the signs reflect the plagues of Egypt.  What is the 

difference in the judgments of this chapter and those of Revelation 8 and 9?  What does this difference 

teach? 

 

 

 

Consider the account of creation and its relation to this set of signs.  What connections do you find?  

How does this inform you as to the message of the signs? 

 

 

 

If all of creation is going to face the judgment, should you be afraid? 

 

 

Week 57 Tuesday  Revelation 17 
In this chapter we see the great prostitute (cf. Hosea 1-3 for a clear connection between unfaithfulness 

to God and prostitution) and the beast.  These reflect back on the first and second beasts of Revelation 

13.  These are the religious and political (as seen in the seven mountains of Rome) powers of the world.  

They make war on the Lamb.  How do we see the powers of the world making war on the Lamb?  How 

have they sought to lure the faithful away? 

 

Seeing the great attack the powers of this world make upon the Lamb, how do we as Christians remain 

confident?  To what does the text point us? 

 

 

Week 57 Wednesday  Revelation 18 
What valuable warning is giving to today’s society and world with relation to political and economic 

power?  When do you see this warning needed in your life?  In the lives of others? 

 

 

 

Who celebrates the fall of Babylon?  Cf. 18:20. 
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Week 57 Thursday  Revelation 19 
What does the end bring for believers?  What does this do for the Church as it waits for the last day? 

 

 

 

Who comes to judge?  How does this reality encourage the believer? 

 

 

 

Week 57 Friday  Revelation 20 
When is Satan bound?  Cf. Mark 3:22-30. 

 

 

 

What is the first resurrection?  What does the reign after this resurrection look like? 

 

 

 

How will Satan’s little season turn out?  Cf. 20:9-10. 

 

 

 

Week 57 Saturday  Revelation 21-22 
How does the announcement of the new heavens and the new earth present the appropriate conclusion 

to the events of judgment presented?  How does the proclamation “It is done!” present a different 

flavor in the context of 21:6 than it did in 16:7? 

 

 

 

Who is the Bride?  What marks does she bear that highlight who she is? 

 

 
 

What is the joy of the consummation?  What does this mean for your present? 
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Week 58 

Week 58 Monday  Job 1-2 
The book of Job does not claim an author; it does not claim a date.  There does not seem to be enough 

data to offer a conclusive assessment of author and date. 

 

Satan makes a deal with God to test Job’s faithfulness.  Satan suggested that Job’s faith was the product 

of his abundance.  Have you ever considered this possibility about other people?  Yourself? 

 

How did Job respond to the removal of his great wealth, family, and health?  How would you respond to 

God in such a situation? 

 

 

Week 58 Tuesday  Job 3 
How does Job respond in chapter 3?  What is Job’s desire? 

 

 

Have you ever related to Job’s frustration?  Why did you feel the way you did? 

 

 

What question is Job asking?  What is Job not saying?  Why is this distinction important? 

 

 

Week 58 Wednesday  Job 4-7 
The subsequent chapters of Job present Job’s friends response to the situation and Job’s response to 

their comment. 

 

What is Eliphaz’s advice to Job?  What rationale does he provide for that advice? 

 

 

 

How does Job reply? 

 

 

 

Do you ever find yourself in Job’s position?  Do you ever find yourself facing one challenging thing after 

another and wondering why?  What answer do you come up with?  What answers may be legitimate? 
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Week 58 Thursday  Job 8-10 
What does Bildad tell Job in 8:3-6?  Do we hear this sentiment today?  How does this relate to a passage 

like Luke 13:1-5? 

 

 

How does Job reply?  How does Job’s reply contrast Bildad’s oration? 

 

 

 

How does Job appeal to God?  What lesson is present here for us as we plead to God for help and mercy 

in the face of difficulties? 

 

 

Week 58 Friday  Job 11-14 
What attribute of God does Zophar hold before Job?  How does this relate to Job’s plight?  What is 

Zophar telling Job? 

 

 

 

How does Job respond to Zophar’s argument? 

 

 

 

What resolve does Job show before God?  What lesson is found here for you? 

 

 

Week 58 Saturday  Job 15-17 
Job recognizes the failure of his friends to support him, cf. 16:2, 20.  Why do they not support him?  

Where does Job direct his search for help, cf. 16:20-21?  Can you relate to Job?  When have you felt like 

Job with respect to support from friends and family?  Was there lack of support justified or not?  Where 

did you turn? 

 

Week 59 

Week 59 Monday  Job 18-19 
What is Bildad’s message to Job? 
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What is Job’s response?  Does Job deny God’s pursuit of him?  What does he deny? 

 

 

Can you relate to Job in this instance?  Have you had people claim that you must be doing something 

wrong because of how things have turned out?  Have you made that claim against yourself?  What does 

Job’s faith teach you to do in the face of what seems to be God’s pursuit? 

 

Week 59 Tuesday  Job 20-21 
What does Zophar add to Bildad’s (chapter 18) assessment of the wicked’s life? 

 

 

What question does Job ask in response, cf. 21:7ff.?  Do we bear this sentiment still today? 

 

 

Week 59 Wednesday  Job 22-24 
What is Eliphaz’s plea, cf. 22:22?  What reasoning lies behind the plea? 

 

 

How does Job respond?  Have you ever felt this way? 

 

 

Job makes a bold statement in 23:13b, “What he [God] desires, that he does.”  What does this truth say 

to you?  Is this good news or bad news?  What does God desire, cf. 1 Timothy 2:3-4? 

 

 

Week 59 Thursday Job 25-28 
What is Bildad’s last argument? 

 

 

What does Job say to all of the exhortations of his ‘friends’ Zophar, Eliphaz, and Bildad? 

 

 

Why is Job willing to admit ignorance with regards to his suffering?  Are you willing to admit ignorance 

of the reasons for difficulties in your life?  What does this willingness look like in your life?  How is Job’s 

commentary on where wisdom can be found encouraging for you in your lives?  What does Job’s 

commentary teach you about how you are wise? 
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Week 59 Friday  Job 29-30 
What does Job present in these two chapters?  What is the argument he makes? 

 

 

What theological point does this presentation make? 

 

 

Is this point one you understand in your life?  How do you respond when you face this type of situation? 

 

Week 59 Saturday  Job 31 
What do you think Job expects from God?  How does he feel about how God has treated him? 

 

 

Do you find that society carries a similar expectation?  How does society respond when the response 

they receive does not follow what their actions warrant?  How does society respond when the response 

they receive does follow what their actions warrant? 

 

Week 60 

Week 60 Monday  Job 32-33 
Elihu finds no answer with Job’s friends.  He is appalled that they do not refute his claim to 

righteousness.  What does Elihu tell Job in his rebuke of his claim to righteousness? 

 

 

From where does Elihu assert wisdom comes, cf. 32:8-9?  From where is it not? 

 
 

Week 60 Tuesday  Job 34-35 
What is Elihu’s conclusion about Job’s claim to righteousness?  What is the basis for this decision, cf. 

34:10-11?  Is this argument against Job’s righteousness valid?  Why or why not? 

 

 

Why does Elihu find Job’s complaint to God lacking wisdom?  What does he find illogical about it? 

 

 

Is Elihu’s logic without fault?  Why? 
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What comfort does this reality give to you?  How do this perception and the contrary reality affect your 

prayer life?  Does the perception influence you more or the reality?  Why do you think that is? 

 

Week 60 Wednesday  Job 36-37 
Elihu again affirms that God acts according to people’s actions.  He exalts the righteous and brings down 

the haughty.  What Elihu claim that God does with the afflicted?  How?  Cf. 36:15.  Is this a true 

statement?  Is affliction always God’s tool for deliverance? 

 

 

Do you ask whether your times of challenge are the result of your need for repentance?  Should you? 

 

Week 60 Thursday  Job 38-40:2 
God has a simple message for Job.  What in effect is God telling Job? 

 
 

What do these chapters teach us about the formation of the world?  How does God’s response to Job 

instruct us as we understand the origin of the world? 

 
 

While the argument God is making is one that intends to put Job in his place, it is an argument that 

should also reassure Job.  God does know what he is doing; God has it under control.  How does this 

reality comfort you in the midst of challenging times? 

 

Week 60 Friday  Job 40:3-41:34 
What hope do people have in standing against God? 

 
 

What right have people earned to require anything of God? 

 

 
 

Given this, can you legitimately raise a complaint against God?  Why or why not? 

 
 

Week 60 Saturday  Job 42 
What is Job’s response to all of this? 

 
 

What is the irony of God’s dealings with Job’s friends? 
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How does God treat Job after his prayer for his friends?  In times of affliction, do we expect this 

abundant favor? 

 

 

Week 61 

Week 61 Monday  Ecclesiastes 1-2 
The book of Ecclesiastes is part of the Old Testament’s collection of wisdom literature.  The author of 

the book seems to be Solomon and likely comes from around the 10th century B.C. 

 

Ecclesiastes states that there is nothing new under the sun.  How does this instruct your living?  How 

does this instruct your perspective on facing the challenges of life? 

 

 

The cry of vanity is common in Ecclesiastes.  Vanity conveys emptiness or meaninglessness.  What all is 

deemed vanity?  What is of value in life?  Is this rational or just pessimistic? 

 
 

Week 61 Tuesday  Ecclesiastes 3-6 
What is the joy of man? 

 

 

What endures?  What implications does this bring? 

 

 

What other aspects of vanity are highlighted in today’s reading?  In what situation is life not vanity? 

 

 

What highlighted vanity do you find most enlightening for your life? the world? 

 

Week 61 Wednesday  Ecclesiastes 7-8 
What makes assessment of the fullness of life difficult?  What is needed for a life that is not empty?  

How does one accomplish that goal? 
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Week 61 Thursday  Ecclesiastes 9-12 
What vanities do you find instructive/corrective for your life?  the world’s? 

 

 

What is the end of the matter? Cf. Ecclesiastes 12:13-14. 

 
 

Week 61 Friday  Psalms 73-77 
In life the wicked often seem to be well off.  This reality discourages many.  In Psalm 73, where does the 

psalmist find encouragement?  Why is the believer much better off in the present and in the long run 

than the wicked counterpart? 

 

 

In Psalm 74, the psalmist addresses a situation where it seems that the wicked are winning.  The 

sanctuary has been attacked, and God does not seem to have done anything about it.  In the face of 

what is seen, to what does the psalmist cling?  Can you relate to the psalmist?  When have you felt that 

the wicked were winning and God was just standing idly by?  Where is your comfort?  Cf. Psalm 77. 

 

 

Psalm 75 reminds that God puts down and he lifts up.  He executes judgment causing the wicked to 

drink the cup of his wrath; he lifts up the righteous.  Are you wicked or righteous?  Why? 

 

Week 61 Saturday  Psalms 78-82 
Why do the people need to pass along the acts of God to the next generation?  Do we hold the same 

emphasis on this reality?  Is it still important today? Cf. Psalm 78. 

 

 

How does the psalmist beseech God’s aid in Psalm 79?  What argument/plea does he use?  How does 

this instruct you in your praying? 

 

 

How does the psalmist beseech God’s aid in Psalm 80?  What argument/plea does he use?  How does 

this instruct you in your praying? 

 

 



Through the Scriptures 

 

Week 62 

Week 62 Monday  Song of Songs 1:1-5:1 
The Song of Songs presents a portrait of the joy of marital union.  It presents dynamics related to the 

courtship, the wedding ceremony, the consummation, and life in marriage.  It presents the dynamic of 

this process that includes the desire for the other both emotionally and proximally.  The author appears 

to be Solomon.  The work seems to be cyclical in nature. 

 

The lack of linear presentation to the events makes following the text a little challenging at times.  The 

two are courting each other, seeking to meet at the herd or looking for the other in the night; the two 

are prepared for the ceremony; the two are consummating the relationship.  What does the jumping 

from one scene to the next and then back to the previous convey about the relationship between 

husband and wife?  Do you think that this is a reality in the relationships of today’s world? 

 

 

Week 62 Tuesday  Song of Songs 5:2-8:14 
The second half of the Song of Songs seems to illustrate the marital state, i.e., life after they have 

courted, wed, and consummated.  The shift seems to take place in 5:1 where the consummation is 

stated as completed.  While this section highlights a different stage, it is important to note some of the 

same cycles of yearning and distance reappear.  These things do not end at marriage.  Nonetheless, even 

though this dynamic remains, another dynamic appears.  What reality is highlighted that makes 

marriage different than life before marriage?  Cf. Song of Songs 6:3; 7:10; 8:6. 

 
 

Week 62 Wednesday  Psalms 83-89 
What is the stated motivation of the psalmist in Psalm 83, cf. 83:16-18?  How does this encourage you in 

your praying? 

 

 

In Psalm 84:1-2, 10-11 we hear that the psalmist’s delight is being in the presence of God and 

worshipping him day and night.  This life in the presence of God is the reality presented as the 

Christian’s hope in Revelation 21-22.  Does your delight reflect this hope?  Do you concur with the 

psalmist?  Do you live like this is your hope?  How might you live differently to exhibit this hope?  How 

might you speak differently? 

 

In Psalm 86:5, 7, and 13 the psalmist gives reason for praying to the LORD.  What is that reason?  Do you 

hold the same truths in your mind as you make your petition to God? 



Through the Scriptures 

 

 
 

Week 62 Thursday  Psalms 90-95 
What does Psalm 90 remind us about God, cf. especially 90:1-12?  Cf. also Psalm 95.  How does the 

psalmist’s perspective as he prays to God help you have perspective in your prayer life? 

 

 

How does the message of Psalm 91 contrast with its use by the devil in Matthew 4:5-6? 

 

 

How does the psalmist pray so boldly in Psalm 94?  What empowers him to speak this way? 

 

Week 62 Friday  Psalms 96-102 
What gives the psalmist cause for song in Psalm 96, 98, 100, 101? 

 

 

Psalm 101:6-8 presents a picture of a city where there is no one who practices deceit or utters lies.  This 

picture of peace and stability also comes forth in Revelation 21:22-27.  What confidence does this 

stability bring to citizens?  Do you sing for joy when you consider that such stability will be yours on the 

last day? 

 

What is the argument for help in Psalm 102? 

 
 

Week 6 Saturday  Psalms 103-106 
What rationale is there for blessing the LORD?  What rationale is there for giving thanks to the LORD?  

What do these psalms highlight? 

 

 

How has the LORD demonstrated his faithfulness to Israel?  Cf. Psalm 105.  What benefit is there in the 

psalmist recounting this history lesson?  Do you recount the acts of God on a regular basis? 



Through the Scriptures 

 

 

Week 63 

Week 63 Monday  1 Chronicles 1-5 
Chronicles seems to have been written following the return from exile in Babylon.  The focus of the book 

is on David, his descendants, and upon the faithfulness of God in the midst of Judah’s decline. 

 

The first section of Chronicles presents genealogies.  How are they organized thus far?  Why do you 

think the highlighted people are highlighted?  What message do these chapters convey? 

 

 

How would you present your genealogy to convey God’s faithfulness to you?  What lineage would give 

you comfort today? 

 

Week 63 Tuesday  1 Chronicles 6-10 
How do the genealogies continue/end?  Why? 

 

 

What is introduced in chapter 10?  What function does this serve? 

 

 

Do you need to be reminded of failure to help stay out of the same trap again in life?  What traps might 

you face in your devotional life? In your life of faith? 

 

Week 63 Wednesday  1 Chronicles 11-12 
What message is presented in chapters 11 and 12?  What does the recounting of the mighty men have 

to do with 1 Chronicles 11:1-3, 9?  How might this same point be conveyed today? 

 
 

Week 63 Thursday  1 Chronicles 13-16 
What is one of the first activities that David exhorts the people to do?  Why is this significant?  How does 

this continue the contrast between Saul and David? 

 

 

Compare 1 Chronicles 14:10-11, 14-16 with 1 Chronicles 10:13-14. 

 



Through the Scriptures 

 

David makes a point to restore worship of God on a regular basis.  This reality can be seen especially in 

chapter 16.  Why is daily worship of God so important from David’s perspective?  How is this approach 

different from the time leading up to this change in policy?  Do you see the value of regular worship and 

daily devotions in your life?  What was the consequence for failing to practice regular worship for Saul 

and the people?  What is it for you? 

 
 

Week 63 Friday  1 Chronicles 17-18 
When David expressed his desire to build a house for the LORD, what was the LORD’s response?  Did the 

LORD build a house for David?  What did it look like?  What does it look like? 

 

 

What promise does the enduring kingdom of David bring for the people returning from exile?  What 

promise does it bring for you? 

 
 

Week 63 Saturday  1 Chronicles 19-22:1 
What happens to David with the victories the LORD provides?  How does God respond to David’s 

actions?  What option did David choose?  Why?  Was it a good decision? 

 

 

Where does David decide to build the house of the LORD? 

 
 

Week 64 

Week 64 Monday  1 Chronicles 22-26 
What preparations were made for the building of the temple?  Why did David make these preparations 

and put such emphasis on them?  What connection is there between the preparations and the census of 

chapters 21 and 27?  What is Chronicles trying to teach the hearer of the text? 

 

 

How do you view worship?  What preparations are made to ensure worship is emphasized as it should 

be in your life?  In your church? 



Through the Scriptures 

 

 

Week 64 Tuesday  1 Chronicles 27-29 
What allusions are present in 1 Chronicles 22:13; 28:20?  Cf. Deuteronomy 31:6-8 and Joshua 1:5-9.  

What function might these allusions serve? 

 

 

What does the offering of David and the people for the temple tell you about Christian giving:  How did 

they give?  What mindset lay behind their giving?  What was the result of their giving?  How should you 

approach giving to the church? 

 
 

Week 64 Wednesday  2 Chronicles 1 
2 Chronicles is a continuation of 1 Chronicles and should be understood in light of it. 

 

For what does Solomon ask when God appears to him?  What is significant about this request?  How 

does this relate to the theme expressed in first Chronicles?  What does it tell us about Chronicles 

emphasis on Solomon’s reign? 

 
 

Week 64 Thursday  2 Chronicles 2-5 
With what specifications did Solomon build the temple?  What was the temple built like?  Why did they 

build it in such a similar way? 

 

 

What is the crowning moment of the establishing of this temple? 

 

 

What does the cost of the temple teach us about the importance of the worship of God?  Do you value 

the worship of God this much?  Is the worship of God given such opulence today?  Should it be?  Why or 

why not?  What significance does using the best for worship have? 

 

Week 64 Friday  2 Chronicles 6-7 
Chapter six highlights the central role the temple was to play in the life of the people of Israel.  In their 

need they were to pray towards the temple, the dwelling place for God.  Does anything serve this 

function in the church today?  What benefit does this provide for you as a believer? 

 



Through the Scriptures 

 

 

Notice again the emphasis on the observance of the statutes and commandments.  How does this 

encourage the people as they come back from exile?  How does this remind you of the life for which 

God has called you back from exile?  Is this reflected in your life? 

 
 

Week 64 Saturday  2 Chronicles 8-9 
How do chapters eight and nine reflect the message of chapter one when Solomon’s reign is 

introduced?  What do these brackets teach us about how Chronicles uses Solomon’s reign?  What word 

of instruction is present for the people of exile?  What word of instruction is here for you? 

 

Week 65 

Week 65 Monday  2 Chronicles 10-13 
What reason is given to explain the division between Israel and Judah?  Cf. 11:4. 

 

 

What happened when Rehoboam did not serve the LORD?  What happened when Rehoboam repented?  

What message is present here for us? 

 

 

Notice the difference in status between Jeroboam’s army and Abijah’s.  Who is the one who taunts the 

other?  On what basis was this taunt made? 

 

 

Why is serving the LORD so significant for the people of Judah?  What message is present for those 

coming out of exile?  What message is there for us? 

 
 

Week 65 Tuesday  2 Chronicles 14-16 
With what was Asa’s reign characterized?  What brought this about? 

 

 

What happened when Asa sought help apart from the LORD?  What message did the LORD have for 

him? 

 



Through the Scriptures 

 

 

How easy is it to get turned away from your trust in the LORD even after God has done so many great 

things for you, even after you have trusted in the LORD for so long?  Has this happened to you?  When?  

What does today’s text teach you about how we are to respond to these failures? 

 

Week 65 Wednesday  2 Chronicles 17-20 
Here we see again the system of sacrifices for daily, weekly, monthly, and yearly offerings.  How does a 

verse such as Hosea 6:6 relate to the instructions in these chapters?  What is sacrifice supposed to be?  

What is sacrifice not? 

 

How do the recorded events of Jehoshaphat’s reign affirm the message of Chronicles? 

 

 

How did Ahab’s policy of prophetic inquiry, cf. chapter 18, compare to Jehoshaphat’s?  Do you find 

yourself falling into the mindset of Ahab?  How can/do you combat that tendency? 

 
 

Week 65 Thursday  2 Chronicles 21-22 
How would you describe the reigns of Jehoram and Ahaziah?  What characteristics did they bear? 

 

 

What did God do in the midst of his judgment upon these unfaithful kings?  What reminder is provided 

in these chapters in the midst of the accounts of these bad kings?  Do you see this faithfulness 

elsewhere in Scriptures?  What accounts stand out most for you? 

 

 

Do you see in your life God’s preserving hand in the face of incredible challenges?  Do you see God’s 

faithfulness to his promises in your life? How?  When? 

 

Week 65 Friday  2 Chronicles 23-24 
How is the theme of Chronicles accented in the account of Joash?  What events are highlighted in 

Joash’s reign? 

 

 

Do you see similar realities in today’s world?  How often do your actions and mindset reflect the 

mindset of your advisors?  When does this happen?  How do you maintain your focus on the advice of 

the LORD in your life? 



Through the Scriptures 

 

 

Week 65 Saturday  2 Chronicles 25 
What does the LORD point out about Amaziah’s error?  What was nonsensical about Amaziah’s actions 

following the defeat of the Edomites?  Do you ever fall into similar traps?  When?  How do you avoid 

those traps? 

 

 

 

Week 66 

Week 66 Monday 2 Chronicles 26-28 
Note the contrast presented in Chronicles between the reigns of Uzziah and Jotham and the reign of 

Ahaz.  How did their faith compare?  How did their success as kings of Judah compare?  What is the 

message here? 

 
 

How does the state of Ahaz’s faith inform you in your reading of Isaiah 7:10-17?  Was Ahaz being 

thoughtful when he told Isaiah that he would not put the LORD to the test?  What lay behind his 

sentiment? 

 
 

Why do the kings of Judah have such difficulty being faithful to the LORD?  Why do they not learn from 

their mistakes?  How do you do in this regard?  Of what message do you need to be reminded? 

 

Week 66 Tuesday  2 Chronicles 29-30 
Why did Hezekiah ask that the house of the LORD be cleansed?  Why was this important/necessary?  Do 

we do this still today?  When? 

 
 

What was significant about the restoration of the Passover?  What made this celebration different from 

any since Solomon and David? 

 

 

Week 66 Wednesday  2 Chronicles 31-32 
Why were the people instructed to tithe?  What was given?  For what was it given?  How does this 

instruct our stewardship? 

 

 



Through the Scriptures 

 

Notice Chronicles presentation of the siege on Jerusalem.  Notice how the faithful Hezekiah is labeled as 

a prosperous ruler in spite of the attack of Sennacherib.  How does this event fit into Chronicles 

presentation of the success of faithful kings?  What does this event teach us about success and 

prosperity in the eyes of the faithful? 

 
 

What happened to faithful Hezekiah?  Is this a danger for believers today?  How does one fight this 

problem? 

 

 

Week 66 Thursday  2 Chronicles 33 
While the LORD spoke to Manasseh and the people, they did not listen.  What message finally got 

through to Manasseh?  Why did God have to use that message to communicate with Manasseh?  Does 

God occasionally use that type of message with you?  How do you respond? 

 

 

Week 66 Friday  2 Chronicles 34-35 
Josiah’s reign was marked by adherence to the ways of the LORD.  He had the temple repaired and 

encouraged the people in the ways of the LORD.  This concern is most noticeable in the response of 

Josiah to the discovery of the Book of the Law of the LORD in the house of the LORD.  When this book 

was read, Josiah tore his clothes in sorrow over the disobedience of the people of Israel; he changed the 

people’s ways and reformed the religious establishment.  Josiah’s response is refreshing.  How many 

people would respond in such concern today?  How would you respond?  Do you have the same concern 

over the instructions of the LORD?  Do your fellow church members? 
 

 

What happened when Josiah attacked the Egyptian army of King Neco?  Why did Josiah lose?  What 

does this teach us about God’s use of other people, even possible adversaries to God and his will? 

 

 

Week 66 Saturday  2 Chronicles 36 
How does Chronicles end?  What instructions are implicit in Chronicles for this people who are returning 

to build a house for the LORD at Jerusalem?  With what instructions are you left? 



Through the Scriptures 

 

 

Week 67 

Week 67 Monday  Ezra 1-2 
The book of Ezra continues the story of Chronicles.  It presents God’s faithfulness in preserving a 

remnant in the exile and specifically in bringing that remnant back to the land of Israel following the 

exile.  This return is climaxed in the restoration of the temple. 

 

In chapter one the return from exile begins with the decree of Cyrus king of Persia.  By what is the return 

marked?  How does this return from captivity compare to the deliverance from Egypt? Cf. Exodus 12:35-

36.  How does this event provide a type of the deliverance we have been given and the ultimate 

deliverance?  Isaiah 60:5-6; Matthew 2:11; Revelation 21:23-26. 

 

 

Notice the numbers provided in the count of those returning from exile.  How do these numbers 

compare to those of the last census?  Cf. 1 Chronicles 23; 27; etc.  What reality is present in this count? 

 

 

Can you relate to the people of Israel?  Have you ever found yourself a remnant of what you once were, 

with regards to pride, confidence, financial security, etc., and yet as a remnant you, by the faithfulness 

of God, were brought back to Jerusalem to worship and trust in Him? 

 

Week 67 Tuesday  Ezra 3-4 
What is the first point of business for the people returning from exile?  Why?  How does this emphasis 

contrast with the actions that got the people into exile? 

 

 

Adversaries inhibited the completion of the temple.  Can you relate to that problem?  Do you have times 

in your life when people or things get in your way of completing the tasks to which God has called you? 

 

 

When the foundation was laid there was much joy and weeping?  Why the mixture of emotions? 

 

 

 

Week 67 Wednesday  Ezra 5-6 
The delay in rebuilding the temple comes to an end after the mention of the prophets Haggai and 

Zechariah; the temple is finished and the prophets are mentioned again.  What connection is being 

made here?  Why is the completion of the temple so linked to these prophets? 



Through the Scriptures 

 

 
 

Note the mention of the celebration of the Passover after the completion of the temple.  Why is the 

remembrance of the Passover so significant at the completion of the temple?  What would mark a 

comparable event for a church being rebuilt today? 

 

 

 

Week 67 Thursday  Ezra 7-8 
Notice the success of Ezra in relationship to Artaxerxes and the exiles.  What was the reason for the 

success?  What does this teach you? 

 
 

Ezra’s comment at 8:21-23 provides insight into Ezra’s thought process for not asking the king for help in 

their journeys.  Have you ever had a similar mindset in asking God for help? 

 

 

Week 67 Friday  Ezra 9-10 

What is the issue with intermarriage for the people of Israel?  How is this distinct from a use of the term 

intermarriage today?  How is this related to a use of the term intermarriage today? 

 
 

What is the response to the sin of intermarriage?  What does Ezra call the people to do?  What do the 

people do?  How is this sequence an important reminder for us still today? 

 

 

 

Week 67 Saturday  Psalm 107-113 

Consider these psalms.  To what situations in Scriptures would these psalms relate.  To what situations 

in your life do these psalms relate? 

 
 

Psalm 110 is frequently quoted in the New Testament.  Jesus uses verse one in Jerusalem just prior to 

his suffering and death to illustrate the ignorance of the leaders of the Jews who kept asking him 

questions.  Peter uses it in Acts 2:34-35 to highlight Jesus’ ascension.  Verse four is accented in Hebrews 

4-8.  What does this psalm tell you about Jesus? 

 



Through the Scriptures 

 

Week 68 

Week 68 Monday  Nehemiah 1-2 
Nehemiah focuses on the restoration of the wall of Jerusalem. 

 

What does Nehemiah do as he approaches the LORD concerning the situation in Jerusalem?  Why does 

he do this act?  What can we learn from this act? 

 

 

Who was behind Nehemiah’s efforts to rebuild the city walls and the gates? 

 

 

How do you approach the tasks you undertake in life?  What lessons/encouragement does the account 

of Nehemiah provide? 

 

Week 68 Tuesday  Nehemiah 3-4 
What was the response to the rebuilding of the wall by the outsiders who witnessed the efforts?  How 

did the response change over time?  Why?  What concerns were developing in their minds? 

 

 

How did the people rebuilding the walls respond?  How were they able to withstand the opposition? 

 

 

Note the emphasis on teamwork and all of Judah working together to accomplish the task. How does 

such partnership look today as we work together as the body of Christ?  

 

Week 68 Wednesday  Nehemiah 5-7 
The people cry out in recognition of oppressive policies of their governing officials. Note how Nehemiah 

responds. He tells the officials that “the thing that you are doing is not good.” From whose perspective 

was it not good? Would such oppression served Nehemiah? What is at the center of his perspective? 

 

 

How does such a framing of the perspective shape your approach to matters in your life and society? 

 

 

The completion of the wall was significant for the Jews. But notice also the message it sent to the 

surrounding nations. What message does the finished wall send to them? Consider also the events of 

the exodus from Egypt or the conquest of the Promised Land. 

 



Through the Scriptures 

 

 

Week 68 Thursday  Nehemiah 8-9 
The Scriptures (book of the Law) were read and the people responded. What affect did the Scriptures 

have on them? To what did it draw them?  

 

 

What events in history did the people recount? Why did they remember these events? What events in 

history do we reflect upon when we look to God’s great faithfulness, his great mercy, and his great love? 

 

 

Week 68 Friday  Nehemiah 10-11 
The people agreed to the covenant. What did they promise to do? What was at the center of the 

promised activities? 

 

 

What is at the center of your life? How should a God-centered life look today? 

 

Week 68 Saturday  Nehemiah 12-13 
How did the people celebrate the consecration of the wall? Do you celebrate the gifts of God and his 

activity in your life as you ought? How might you give thanks in a way that reflects the things God has 

done? 

 

 

The people celebrated; Nehemiah went away; the people fell into their old ways. What does this 

passage illustrate and remind us? How is such a reminder helpful for us as we go forward in our lives of 

faith? 

 

Week 69 

Week 69 Monday  Esther 1-3 
What is the setting of Esther? Who is the king? What does Queen Vashti do and how do people 

respond? 

 

 

Mordecai faces a difficult situation. If he abides by the instructions of Haman, his life will be ‘easier’ but 

he will deny the faith. What is worse, Mordecai’s actions end up jeopardizing the whole Jewish 



Through the Scriptures 

 

population in the empire. What kind of challenges to living out the faith do you face in your life? How 

does your identity in Christ give you the boldness to act? 

 

 

Week 69 Tuesday  Esther 4-7 
The new queen Esther replaced Queen Vashti who was relieved of her duties due to insubordination. 

What does Esther set out to do in chapter 4? What gives her the confidence to proceed in this way? 

 

 

Notice the attitude and the reversal of perspectives for Haman. Why such an emphasis on Haman’s 

pride? What message is here for us as we live out our lives as children of God? 

 

 

Week 69 Wednesday  Esther 8-10 
The confusion of Susa (3:15) turns into rejoicing (8:15). The Jews are preserved and the feast of Purim 

was established. They remember the deliverance from the enemy Haman and the care for the Jews. 

What does such a remembrance do for the Jews in light of the contrast with Haman’s arrogance? 

 

 

The last chapter highlights the good leadership of Mordecai. What does the text list as his positive 

activity? How does this relate to the activity of Haman? Are there instructions for our leaders and for us 

as we approach perspectives on leadership? Can you see similar attributes in Christ’s leadership? 
 

 

Week 69 Thursday  Psalms 114-118 
What message do we find about the God of Jacob in Psalm 114? Is this word a word of encouragement 

for us or a word that causes us to tremble? 

 

 

Psalms 115 and 116 provide great perspective as they call us to call upon the name of the Lord and trust 

in him. Because of the security and confidence we have in our God, we can respond with Psalm 116:16-

19. How does such a response look in your life? 

 

 

The faithfulness of the LORD endures forever. His steadfast love endures forever. What does your Psalm 

117 and/or 118 sound like? How has God acted in your life? 

 

 



Through the Scriptures 

 

Week 69 Friday  Psalm 119 
The words of this Psalm call for diligence in the teachings (the Law) of the Lord. It acknowledges the 

goodness of it and the desire to uphold them. The Psalm is an acrostic poem with sections that have 

each line beginning with the same letter. The section He (vv33-40) are helpful as we approach Psalm 119 

as a whole. What do these verses teach you? 

 

 

How might you better dwell in the joy of the teachings of God in your daily life? 

 

 

An important reminder comes in verses 105 and 130. The Word of God gives light. It gives 

understanding; it directs; it instructs us. What things get in the way of looking to the Word for light, 

understanding, and meaning? 

 

Week 69 Saturday  Psalms 120-125 
Psalms 120-134 are Psalms of Ascents. These are Psalms used as the people journey up to Jerusalem for 

their religious feasts. What encouragement do Psalms 120-125 give you as you go on a journey (i.e. 

travel) and as you go on life’s journey? 

 

 

A great reminder given throughout these Psalms is that our help is in the name of the Lord, the one who 

made heaven and earth (Psalm 124:8). How is such a reality check good for you? In what things do you 

have a tendency to put your trust? 

 

Week 70 

Week 70 Monday  Psalms 126-134 
As we go through life we realize that our hope is in the Lord. Note especially Psalm 130 as it highlights 

our need for forgiveness and the hope that we have as we wait for the Lord. 

 

The Psalms also give perspective on meaning and purpose. Note the purpose or the center for meaning 

that is found in these Psalms. 

 

 

Note the call to humility in Psalm 131. Do we maintain such humility in our lives of faith? 

 

 

Psalm 133 highlights the goodness of unity. What makes people united? How do people try to 

accomplish unity or live in unity today? Are these good efforts? 



Through the Scriptures 

 

 
 

Week 70 Tuesday  Amos 1-2 
The prophet Amos was called from his task as a shepherd to prophecy with respect to Israel (Amos 7:14-

15). His prophecy is with regards to the northern kingdom of Israel. 

 

If you have a map, note the movement in these chapters from one nation to the next. It moves from 

Aram (in the northeast), to Philistia (in the southwest), to Phoenicia (in the northwest), to Edom (in the 

southeast), to Ammon (in the nearer northeast), to Moab (next door to the east), to Judah (next door to 

the south), and then to Israel. There is almost a zeroing in tactic going on. The prophecy begins distant 

and draws closer and closer until it hits its target. Listening to the prophecy against the enemies is good 

until the word is against me. Do you ever need people to take such tactics with your sins? Why is it so 

hard to receive the word without such stealth techniques? 

 

 

Of what is Israel guilty? Of what are you guilty? 

 

 

Who is Israel’s God? How does God’s identity make their guilt so much more perverse? Can we say the 

same about our guilt? 

 

 

Week 70 Wednesday  Amos 3-4 
What is the simple message Amos proclaims? 

 

 

Notice God’s gracious activity that precedes the promise of exile. What had God done for the people to 

encourage them to turn from their wickedness and see the care of their God?  

 

 

Does God provide such grace in our lives? Do you recognize it when it comes? Later? 

 

Week 70 Thursday  Amos 5-6 
How does the text remind the hearer of the nonsense that is turning away from the LORD? 

 

 

God desires justice and righteousness. How does this declaration inform your life? 

 



Through the Scriptures 

 

The text highlights the severity of the day of the LORD. Do you consider the judgment side of the day of 

the LORD? Is it important to remember both the reality of judgment and the reality that Jesus took our 

judgment for us on the cross? Why/why not? 

 

Week 70 Friday  Amos 7-9 
These chapters continue the theme of judgment. What is the response of Amaziah the priest to the 

prophecies in this chapter? Do you ever respond to God’s Word with similar ears? What kind of 

response does the true prophet give in return? 

 

 

The images of destruction continue to the end of the chapter. But there at the end the tone shifts. What 

is the final word that shapes our understanding of the intention of the prophecies of judgment? 

 

 

Week 70 Saturday  Psalms 135-139 
What reason do these psalms give to bless the LORD? 

 

 

What other calls to remember do these psalms make? Do you have similar examples in your life to 

remember? 

 

 

Notice the ongoing declarations of trust in the LORD. What reminders do you have in your life of the 

importance of trusting in the LORD? Do you have anything beyond the psalms to help you? Can you use 

the psalms to remember? 

 

Week 71 

Week 71 Monday  Micah 1-3 
Micah was a contemporary with Isaiah prophesying towards the end of the 8th century and likely early in 

the 7th century. Particular connections seem to be made with the historical event of Assyria’s defeat of 

Samaria in 722 B.C.E. and the surrounding of Jerusalem by the same in 701 B.C.E. 

 

The cities listed in chapter one are somewhat of an enigma. We cannot say with certainty how they are 

being used or to what they refer. 

 

What is the situation to which Micah speaks? What is going on in Israel and Judah that is bringing 

judgment? 

 



Through the Scriptures 

 

What hope is there for Israel? 

 

 

How does the call to justice reflect God’s will? How then does it instruct your life? 

 

 

Week 71 Tuesday  Micah 4-5 
Micah 4 and 5 brings words of hope and peace. What ways is hope presented? What message among 

these chapters resonates with you? 

 

 

Note the activity proclaimed in 5:10-15. Is this message a word of hope or judgment? How does this 

passage give you a fresh perspective on being rebuked or corrected? 

 

 

Week 71 Wednesday  Micah 6-7 
Indictment goes out against Israel. Why is Israel’s behavior baffling? What has God done for you? How 

should that activity inform your life? How does it inform it? 

 

 

Notice Micah’s response to indictment (6:6-8). He recognizes the proper response is repentance. God 

desires justice and steadfast love. How do you respond to indictment? Does it reflect the Lord who 

rebukes you? 

 

 

Note the house of Omri, a dynasty that included Ahab. Ahab was known for his marriage to Jezebel and 

his inclusion of Canaanite religion in Israel. 

 

In the face of a terrible situation, Micah hopes in the Lord. Notice the bold statement of hope he gives in 

7:7-9. Do you have such a bold statement to make? How has the death and resurrection of Jesus given 

new perspective to these words? How has your baptism given you cause to speak these words again? 

 

 

Week 71 Thursday  Habakkuk 
Habakkuk is one of the 7th century prophets. He speaks of the fall of Assyria and the rise of Babylon. 

 

In chapter one we find an exchange. Habakkuk cries out to the Lord about the oppression taking place 

and the Lord responds. He will take care of the oppression and send the Babylonians (Chaldeans) to 

execute judgment. To this Habakkuk cries out again: “What! They are worse than the previous 
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oppression! What are you doing!!!” Can you relate to Habakkuk’s plea? Have you had times when you 

received answers from God that did not quite conform to expectations or hopes? 

 

 

Habakkuk takes his stand holding God to reflect the character of God. As he waits, God responds. What 

is his message to Habakkuk? Can we use that message today? 

 

 

Week 71 Friday  Zephaniah 
Note the complacency discussed in 1:12. Is complacency a problem today? For you? What message is 

present here for those who are complacent? 

 

 

In response to the coming Day of the Lord, the call is to seek righteousness and humility (2:3). What 

does that look like in your life? How does Jesus play into that equation? 

 

 

Judgment leaves people lowly and humble (3:12). Note how gracious this act is; note the end goal of 

that activity as well. God acts to bring healing and restoration. 

 

Week 71 Saturday  Psalms 140-145 
Psalm 140 speaks a word of trust in the face of opposition and difficulty; it speaks confidence in the 

justice and righteousness of God. How well do you sing Psalm 140? Do you remember this joy in your 

challenging times? 

 

 

Psalm 141 is another prayer for help from the Lord. What does the prayer say? What does this prayer 

sound like in your words? 

 

 

David refers to God as his refuge (Psalm 141-144). How does David reflect his view that God is his 

refuge? God is your refuge as well. What does that fact look like in your life? How does it give you 

solace? 

 

 

Note David’s willingness to fervently pray in the Psalms. Jesus encourages us to pray with similar zeal. 

What comfort does this example provide for you? 
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Week 72 

Week 72 Monday  Jeremiah 1:1-3:5 
Jeremiah prophesied towards the end of the 7th century and at the beginning of the 6th century. The 

overtones of judgment echo throughout his prophecies as he announces the judgment upon the nation 

of Judah (as Israel, i.e., the northern kingdom, has fallen at this point, Judah is referred to sometimes as 

Israel or Jacob) and its impending exile. 

 

When Jeremiah begins his ministry he is young. What does Jeremiah’s insecurity about his capacity to 

speak as prophet and God’s response teach us about the power that stands behind Jeremiah’s 

prophecy? How is this reminder to Jeremiah a helpful reminder also for us as we go about the tasks God 

sets before us in our life of faith? 

 

 

Jeremiah 2:13 speaks well to the problem Israel had. What is at the heart of their issue? Can you relate 

to the temptation to fall into that issue? How do you keep perspective on the truth that the Lord is the 

one who provides in good times and in difficult? 

 

 

The language of unfaithfulness to the marriage God forged with his people dominates. It accents how 

serious the sin of Israel is as they put their trust in another. 

 

 

Week 72 Tuesday  Jeremiah 3:6-4:31 
In chapter 3 the distinction between Judah and Israel is explicit, or is it? For example, to whom is the 

proclamation of 3:12 made? (Remember the north fell a hundred years earlier.)  

 

 

The sentence of judgment for Judah is clear. It continues to call for repentance. Would repentance do 

any good if the judgment is already declared? 

 

 

Week 72 Wednesday  Jeremiah 5-6 
Jeremiah 5:7b says that when God fed them to the full, they committed adultery. Why the tendency to 

go away from God when everything is going well? Do you struggle with that in your daily life? How can 

we continue to hear that God is feeding us to the full and not fall into the latter half of the problem? 

 

 

The text highlights leaders who take advantage of the people (5:26-28) and claim peace when there is 

no peace (6:13-14). Such behavior of leaders is not helpful, but people like it. What is the result of such 

leadership? Why do people lead in such a way? How do we encourage people to lead in such a way? 
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Week 72 Thursday  Jeremiah 7:1-8:17 
The initial verses of this section can easily call to mind James 2:14-26. Here as there, the attention is 

called to living out true faith. If you believe that God has brought you up out of slavery to live as his 

people, how should you live? Such a distinction remains pertinent for us. How does what you believe 

affect your actions? Or is God’s activity for us just a freed from death type of thing and not a freed for 

life reality? 

 

 

How do you do at recognizing the goodness of what God has restored for you in Christ? Is living in the 

life we have been given difficult? Why? 

 

 

Week 72 Friday  Jeremiah 8:18-10:25 
There is grief for the people of Judah. What produces such grief for God? What produces such grief for 

Jeremiah? 

 

 

Should we feel grief for our communities? What kind of grief would it be and what activity should it 

encourage? 

 

 

Chapter ten highlights the futility of idol worship. Yet people do it anyway. Why the attraction to idol 

worship? What idols are common today? 

 

 

Week 72 Saturday  Jeremiah 11-12 
In chapters 11 and 12 we are reminded that God has had it with his people. They have neglected and 

even rejected the relationship God had forged with them and now he is going to pluck them out of the 

promised land. At the end of chapter 12 we hear another aspect of this account. How do the nations fit 

in? What is God’s desire for the nations? 

 

 

Week 73 

Week 73 Monday  Jeremiah 13-14 
The words of judgment continue. Here the LORD makes clear that he will spoil the pride of Judah and 

Jerusalem; they have lost the joy of clinging to the LORD. Apart from the LORD they are useless and 
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good for nothing, a spoiled loincloth. The people need to realize this message. Yet what messages are 

they receiving? Consider not only Jeremiah’s proclamation but also the prophets referenced in chapter 

14. Which message do the people prefer to hear? 

 

 

In a world where people can cloister themselves with the news and slants they like, how well do you 

personally and we as church listen to the Word proclaimed? What makes it hard to hear or proclaim? 

How do we hear it? 

 

 

Note the reference to the leaders, e.g., Jeremiah 13:13, 18; 14:13ff. Why do the leaders get called out so 

frequently in the text? 

 

 

Week 73 Tuesday  Jeremiah 15:1-17:18 
The people plead ignorance in Jeremiah 16:10-13. Is ignorance an excuse for them? 

 

 

Note Jeremiah 16:21. The LORD acts to make his name known. He shows who he is and what he is 

about. Here he reveals his power and his might. 

 

Jeremiah has a difficult task. We can hear his struggle in the face of it in Jeremiah 17:14-18. In the midst 

of his struggle he turns to the LORD. How does such an example encourage you as you serve the LORD in 

contexts and situations which make it difficult? 

 

 

Week 73 Wednesday  Jeremiah 17:19-19:15 
Today we find to vessels. One vessel a potter forms and reforms; the other vessel is shattered. One 

seems to be a picture of adjusting and the other of starting over. What do we realize about our God as 

he shapes a new plan for Israel? Are there implications for us in our lives of faith? 

 

 

What do we learn about our God as he shatters the vessel of Judah and Jerusalem? 

 

 

Are these one and the same plans for the people of God? What needs to happen to the people of 

Judah? to us? 
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Week 73 Thursday  Jeremiah 20-21 
Jeremiah shows great stamina as he responds to being beaten and put in stocks with an additional word 

of judgment against Pashhur, his friends and Judah. In the verses that follow, Jeremiah 20:7-18 we 

recognize that the stamina is not without struggle. What does Jeremiah express in these verses? How 

does his expression accent the struggle that he is going through? Do you relate to this back and forth 

sentiment he expresses? How do the central words of this section encourage you in your life of faith? 

 

 

In chapter 21 God answers the prayer of the people; he just answers it in a way they were not expecting. 

What are the instructions the people are given as a response to their request? Such instructions seem 

odd, but how odd are they really? 

 

 

 

Week 73 Friday  Jeremiah 22-23 
In the midst of the words of judgment there stands a bigger picture. God does not desire destruction; he 

desires life and restoration. God desires righteousness. He cares for the needy and oppressed and sends 

the righteous branch of David to bring righteousness in his reign. How does such a word give you 

perspective as you approach your day to day life? How does it give you hope for the future? 

 

 

God is not far off but near. Jeremiah proclaims the Word of God clearly on this matter. How does God 

demonstrate his nearness in history? How does this nearness relate to his name and why do their false 

prophecies cause the people to forget the name? 

 

 

Week 73 Saturday  Jeremiah 24-25 
The cup of wrath goes forth. How does this passage help us with perspective on the Garden of 

Gethsemane when Jesus requests that the cup be taken from him? How about our understanding of 

Revelation 16:9? 

 

Week 74 

Week 74 Monday  Jeremiah 26-28 
Today’s reading has many questions of legitimacy regarding the prophets and their prophecies. What is 

the challenge realized here regarding prophecy? 
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Jeremiah prophesies judgment on the people. They are going to face the destruction of the temple and 

the city. How did the people respond? How should the people respond? What makes it so hard to hear 

the Word of the Lord in situations such as this prophecy of Jeremiah? 

 

 

Week 74 Tuesday  Jeremiah 29-31 
Notice the instructions the people are given during their time in exile, cf. 29:6-7. Do such instructions 

apply for Christians today? Are we exiles/sojourners as well? Cf. 1 Peter 2:11ff. What does that look like 

in your day to day life? 

 

 

In the midst of the devastation of losing their home, the people of Israel are directed to hope. We hear 

that God has plans for wholeness (29:10-11); that God will save (30:10, 22; 31:8-11); and that God is 

establishing a new covenant when they will all know him (31:31-34). What kind of perspective does that 

give the people in the midst of their time in exile? What perspective do we have as we live in the midst 

of a broken world? 

 

 

Week 74 Wednesday  Jeremiah 32-33 
In chapter 32 Jeremiah recounts buying a field. He proclaims the certainty of Judah’s return to the land 

and buys the field in anticipation of the return. Consider the confidence it takes to buy the field. We 

have confidence in the return to the Promised Land. There will be a new heavens and a new earth. How 

does such a promise guide your “field buying” today? What “investments” do you make in anticipation 

of the return? How does such a perspective affect your stewardship? 

 

 

“The days are coming…I will cause a righteous branch to spring up for David.” The name will be “The 

LORD is our righteousness.” Here there is a play on the name Zedekiah (The Lord is Righteous). What 

does such a promise mean for a people who are facing defeat and king Zedekiah being taken to 

Babylon? 

 

 

Week 74 Thursday  Jeremiah 34-36 
In chapter 36 Baruch was instructed to write the word of the LORD given to Jeremiah. It was written to 

call the people to repentance. How did the people and especially the king respond to the words? How 

did the LORD respond to the king’s response? What does that response tell us about the word of the 

LORD and the LORD himself? 
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The word continues to call people to repent and direct them to the life God brings. How well do you do 

heeding the word given? Do we fall into the practice of disregarding the word in our life? 

 

 

Week 74 Friday  Jeremiah 37-39 
At Jeremiah 38:19 we hear a stark admission of King Zedekiah. He doesn’t want to surrender to the 

officials of the king of Babylon; he is afraid what those Judeans who deserted will do to him. He decides 

against following the instructions of the LORD proclaimed by Jeremiah out of fear of the people with 

whom he might interact. Can you relate to such a perspective? Why is it so difficult to heed the 

instruction of God in the face of the threat that seems so much more immediate? What confidence 

should Zedekiah have had and should we have in the instructions of the LORD? 

 

 

Week 74 Saturday  Jeremiah 40-42 

In chapter 42 the people essentially say “tell us what we should do and we will do it.” Can you 

appreciate the request? It is a request made out of a desire for direction and clarity. What 

situations in your life have you made or thought of such a request to God? 
 

 

Note how the people responded to the answer. After pleading for the response, once they receive it, 

Jeremiah knows that they will not stay but rather go to Egypt. Can you relate to the asking of a question 

and then not liking the answer you get? How often do you hear the Word of God and determine that 

you know better? How does the promised result of their decision act as a reminder or a message that 

they really don’t know better? Have you had such reminders in your life? 

 

 

Week 75 

Week 75 Monday  Jeremiah 43-45 
What do the people find when they flee from the reign of Babylon? What is proclaimed to them? Does 

running from God work? 

 

 

The people denied the Word of God and trusted in their offerings to the queen of heaven. They failed to 

see where their trust should be. Do you ever struggle trusting in the trustworthy? What devices in our 

culture do you or others associate being trustworthy but ultimately are not? 
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Week 75 Tuesday  Jeremiah 46-47 
As we hear the word against the nations in Jeremiah, we hear judgment on Egypt. God is acting against 

Egypt and will also act against Babylon. What happens to Israel? 

 

 

What message is important here? Who is God in relationship to the nations? What message is 

communicated to the people of Israel in the midst of the judgment that sends them into captivity? 

 

 

Week 75 Wednesday  Jeremiah 48:1-49:27 
Note the extended section on Moab. Why such a long section on Moab? Note also the inclusion of a 

promise of restoration. Restoration is promised for Moab, Ammon, and Elam. Why the mention of 

restoration for these nations? 

 

 

Week 75 Thursday  Jeremiah 49:28-50:46 
Like the rest of the oracles concerning the nations, this oracle provides a nice reminder that God is the 

God of every nation. Here the word is given in the face of the pride of the Babylonians, e.g., Jeremiah 

50:31-32. Is such a reminder important for us? Does our pride get in the way of recognizing the work of 

God? 

 

 

At Jeremiah 50:33-34 we realize that this reminder is probably as helpful to the people of Judah as it is 

to Babylon. What do these verses remind the people of Judah? 

 

 

Week 75 Friday  Jeremiah 51 
The oracle concerning Babylon turns in these verses to the destruction of Babylon. Why is Babylon being 

destroyed? 

 

 

What is Babylon’s relationship to God? How does the recognition of Jeremiah 51:7 help us recognize the 

dynamic at play here in chapter 51? 

 

 

Note what the message is here for the people of Israel and Judah, cf. Jeremiah 51:5. What is the oracle 

concerning Babylon communicating to them? 
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Week 75 Saturday  Jeremiah 52 
As the temple vessels and furniture is listed, what attention is drawn to the situation? What is 

happening? 

 

 

What does the end of the temple indicate? What does such a reality say about the role of the temple? 

 

 

Note the provision for King Jehoiachin. What does such provision suggest regarding the promises 

Jeremiah proclaimed in Jeremiah 29? 

 

 


