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Through the Scriptures: Year 1 

Overview of Readings 
Old Testament 

Genesis: Weeks 1-5 

Exodus: Weeks 5-9 

Leviticus: Weeks 9-11 

Numbers: Weeks 11-13 

Deuteronomy: Weeks 14-18 

Joshua: Weeks 18-20 

Judges: Weeks 20-22 

Ruth: Week 22 

1 Samuel: Weeks 22-26 

2 Samuel: Weeks 27-29 

1 Kings: Weeks 29-31 

2 Kings: Weeks 31-33 

1 Chronicles: Weeks 63-64 

2 Chronicles: Weeks 64-66 

Ezra: Week 67 

Nehemiah: Week 68 

Esther: Week 69 

Job: Weeks 58-60 

Psalms: Weeks 38, 40, 43, 54, 61-2, 67, 69-71, 76 

Proverbs: Weeks 76, 80, 81, 83, 87, 89-91, 93, 96 

Ecclesiastes: Week 61 

Song of Songs: Week 62 

Isaiah: Weeks 34-38 

Jeremiah: Weeks 72-75 

Lamentations: 76 

Ezekiel: 77-80 

Daniel: Week 41 

Hosea: Week 39 

Joel: Week 43 

Amos: Week 70 

Obadiah: Week 40 

Jonah: Week 40 

Micah: Week 71 

Nahum: Week 40 

Habakkuk: Week 71 

Zephaniah: Week 71 

Haggai: Week 81 

Zechariah: Week 42 

Malachi: Week 81 
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New Testament 

Matthew: Weeks 44-45 

Mark: Weeks 82-83 

Luke: Weeks 46-47 

John: Weeks 84-85 

Acts: Weeks 48-49 

Romans: Week 50 

1 Corinthians: Weeks 86-87 

2 Corinthians: Weeks 88-89 

Galatians: Week 51 

Ephesians: Week 51 

Philippians: Week 89 

Colossians: Week 90 

1 Thessalonians: Week 91 

2 Thessalonians: Week 92 

1 Timothy: Week 52 

2 Timothy: Week 52 

Titus: Week 92 

Philemon: Week 92 

Hebrews: Weeks 53-54 

James: Week 93 

1 Peter: Week 94 

2 Peter: Week 94 

1 John: Week 95 

2 John: Week 95 

3 John: Week 96 

Jude: Week 96 

Revelation:  Weeks 55-57, 97-99 



Through the Scriptures 

Week 1 

Week 1 Monday Genesis 1:1-2:25 
Notice that there are two distinct accounts of the creation of the world, Genesis 1:1-2:3 and 

Genesis 2:4-2:25.  What are the emphases in the first account?  What are the emphases in the 

second account? 

The first account deals with order out of chaos, light out of darkness, and the goodness of 

creation. The second account deals with creation’s relationships and centers around the man. 

 

What do we learn about God in the creation accounts(if you have time also read John 1:1-18)? 

about creation? about ourselves? 

God made the creation for relationship with him and each other. He desired it to be good and 

orderly. He makes creation that is varied and those variations should be recognized as good and 

not ‘better than’ or ‘less than’ 

 

How do these teachings instruct us in our lives?  What comfort does it give in difficult times?  

What guidance does it give during decision making? 

 

Week 1 Tuesday Genesis 3 
What was the driving force behind the eating of the forbidden fruit?  What did Adam and Eve 

claim the driving force to be? 

There was a desire to know and be in control, i.e., it was self-driven. The claim Adam and Eve 

made was that the driving force was the serpent, the woman, and possibly even God. 

 

What does this chapter teach us about God? about the serpent? and about people? 

God is God and we are not. God disciplines his people, but he also acts in mercy. He seeks Adam 

and Eve out and he provides them with clothing. He is the one who recognizes their brokenness 

and acts to address it. The serpent will be an ongoing problem. Elsewhere we hear that 

ultimately Satan is behind the serpent. The people failed to maintain the order God created. 

When the order was broken, life was broken. They had difficulty and things were no longer as 

God intended. The people now needed help. 

 

What was the lasting result of Adam and Eve’s sin? (If there’s time, cf. Romans 5:12-21) 

 Death. Death arrives immediately as relationships are broken. Death comes physically as well. 

 

Where do we fit in all of this?  How do we relate?  What hope is left here for us? 

The brokenness is our reality too. We continue to find the curse a reality in our lives as we blame 

others and are self-serving. Hope is strictly found in the God who comes after us, clothes us, and 

is the woman’s seed. The God who takes on human flesh and dwells among his people again 

bringing life and restoration by his death on the cross. 
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Week 1 Wednesday Genesis 4:1-6:8 
What after effects of Adam and Eve’s act are evident in today’s reading? (If time, cf. Romans 

3:9-26) 

The problem continues. Cain, Lamech, and the pre-flood situation show how sin continues and 

goes from bad to worse. 

 

What does the account of Cain teach us?  How does this account encourage us in the midst of 

the challenges of sin that we face each day? 

Sin is an ongoing problem. Pride, envy, etc. are things we must govern otherwise they take 

control of us and continue to disorder our lives. 

 

Compare Genesis 2:4; 5:1; 6:9; 10:1; 11:10, 27; etc.  What do you notice?   

Genesis has textual markers that demarcate sections of the book. These are the generations, 

from which the name Genesis comes, outline the book. 

 

Week 1 Thursday Genesis 6:9-8:22 
Was the flood an act of judgment or mercy?  How?  Why? 

 Yes. It was an act of renewal for creation and an act of judgment on sin and the broken creation. 

 

What does the flood teach us?  Of what does it remind us?  (If you have time you might look at 1 

Peter 3:17-22 and 2 Peter 2:4-10.) 

It highlights God’s judgment and mercy. It reminds us of the ongoing problem of sin and the 

ongoing need for God’s mercy. 

 

Week 1 Friday  Genesis 9:1-10:32 
How would you divide today’s reading into two sections?  What are the two broad points? 

The text provides a glimpse at the ‘new creation’ and God’s promises and at the ongoing reality 

of the Fall. The connections to Genesis 1-3 are blatant. 

 

Look at 9:1-17.  What similarities do you notice between this account and Genesis 1:27-31?  

How does 9:18-29 compare to Genesis 3? 

Note the be fruitful and multiply and the image of God reference. Note also the nakedness and 

the cursing. 

 

What comfort does the rainbow provide for us today?  Does it remind us that God will not 

destroy the world again with a flood or does it remind us of something greater?  How would you 

state the promise without the negative? 

 The bow is a reminder for God. It reminds us of God’s desire for life for the people. 
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Week 1 Saturday Genesis 11:1-12:9 
What was at issue with the tower of Babel?  How does God address the people’s 

misunderstanding in 11:4?  What does God teach the people with his response? 

The people wanted to make a name for themselves. God drives the people out so that they do 

not have the capacity to do whatever they want. He desires the people to call upon his name and 

to live in relationship with the Triune God (note the ‘let us’ language, cf. also Genesis 1:26) and 

each other. 

 

In 11:10-32 we see a genealogy much like many we have seen before?  However not all 

genealogies lead to Rome.  What function does this genealogy play?  Have there been other 

genealogies that serve the same function?  What do the genealogies that do not serve this 

function do?  Why are they given?  How does God’s promise to Abram in 12:2-3 help us 

understand the answer to this question (cf. especially the end of verse 3)? 

 This genealogy leads to the promise and ultimately to the promised one, the seed of the woman. 

 

How does this promise to Abraham relate to us?  What comfort does this give us in our daily 

lives? (If time cf. Galatians 3:1-9) 

 By faith, we are sons of Abraham. Male and female, we are heirs according to the promise. 
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Week 2 

Week 2 Monday Genesis 12:10-13:18 
How does the end of Genesis 12 relate to the beginning of the chapter?  What do we learn in 

Genesis 12:10-20? 

Abram has just received the promise and he turns around and in fear calls Sarai his sister. 

 

What do we see in Abram in these verses?  How does Abram relate to us? 

He did not quite trust God and his promises. 

 

What does the account of Lot and Abram’s separation teach us? 

Abram was being blessed so much that they could not stay in the same location. 

 

Week 2 Tuesday Genesis 14:1-15:21 
What purpose does chapter 14:1-16 serve? 

It sets the stage for later events. 

 

How is Melchizedek’s blessing of Abram significant?  Cf. Hebrews 7f. 

Melchizedek is not connected to Abram.  This relationship is a antetype which is fulfilled in Christ 

 

What does chapter 15 present?  Why does Abram need this?  Can you relate to Abram? 

It presents the covenant.  He needs to be reminded of it, time and again. 

 

What does Paul find significant for us in chapter 15, cf. Galatians 3:1-9? 

The promise is through faith not works. 

 

Week 2 Wednesday Genesis 16:1-17:27 
What is presented in chapter 16?  What was the nature of Sarai’s problem?  What is the solution 

to this problem?  How does this relate to what we have been reading in Genesis? 

Sarai wanted to be in control so she had Hagar sleep with Abram and have a kid through her.  

The solution to the problem is to trust in God and believe his promises. 

 

Have you ever felt like Sarai and taken matters into your own hands?  What motivated you?  

How did it work out?  (Keep in mind, from a certain point of view Sarai’s plan was successful as 

well.) 
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How does chapter 17 respond to chapter 16?  What does chapter 17 teach us about God?  How 

has Abraham been reminded of this over time?  How are we reminded of this over time?  

It reminds us that God continues to bring the promise even in the face of our obstinence. 

Week 2 Thursday Genesis 18:1-19:38 
How would you characterize Abraham’s interaction with the three men?  What do we learn 

about the LORD from this interaction?  What does that teach us in our lives? 

Abraham interacted on a very personal level.  In fact he bargained with them and convinced 

them. 

 

What does the account of Sodom and Gomorrah teach us about God? About the nations? 

God does not tolerate injustice.  God listens to bargaining.  The nations of the Moabites and the 

Ammonites are descended from Lot. 

 

Week 2 Friday  Genesis 20:1-21:34 
What has Abraham learned since chapter 12?  Can you relate to Abraham? 

Not much. 

 

How does the context provided bring insight to the relationship between God and Abraham?  

How does it provide encouragement for us?  [cf. relationship between Chapter 15 and 17/18 to 

chapter 16; 12:1-9 and 12:10-20]  

God is patient and continues to work with Abraham to try and get him to trust. 

 

What does Galatians 4:21-31 teach us concerning chapter 21?  What distinction is being made? 

We are children of the promise not of the flesh, not of the “I’m in control method”. 

 

Week 2 Saturday Genesis 22 
 

Why did God test Abraham?  How did Abraham respond? 

He wanted to see if he feared God.  Abraham responded well. 

 

What is the difference between testing and tempting?  How do you discern whether you are 

being tested or tempted?  How do you address it? 

Testing seeks an answer to a question.  Tempting seeks to change someone’s mind towards an 

improper position. 

 

Why does God bless Abraham?  How does this blessing relate to the previous blessings? 

He blesses him for his faithfulness. This blessing corresponds to Genesis 15. The other blessing 

passages present blessing not based upon Abraham’s faithfulness but rather on God’s will. 

 

What purpose does 22:20-24 serve? 

It conveys the relationship of Rebekah to Isaac. 
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Week 3 

Week 3 Monday Genesis 23:1-24:67 
What do we find in today’s reading?  What do the accounts of the burial land and the finding of 

Rebekah demonstrate? 

Here we continue to see the faithfulness of God to the promise.  He continues to take care of 

Abraham providing for the burial land.  He continues to take care of the offspring as Rebekah is 

found for Isaac.  Note how frequently it is mentioned that God is faithful to Abraham/Isaac 

and/or my master. 

 

What does this teach us? 

The faithfulness of the promise reveals the trustworthiness of our God.  He does what he says 

and will continue to make good on his promises.  The implications of this are great and many as 

one goes through life knowing he can trust God through it. 

 

Week 3 Tuesday Genesis 25:1-26:35 
What does the conception of Esau and Jacob teach us? 

The conception again was the answer to prayer.  It demonstrates God’s continued faithfulness. 

 

What do we learn about Isaac and God in this lesson? 

The promise to Abraham continues on in his son.  God continues to be faithful to Abraham in 

Isaac.  Nonetheless, as Abraham before him, Isaac seemed to have a problem trusting in God.  

Rather he maneuvered for his own protection and calls Rebekah his sister. 

 

How can we related to Isaac in these chapters? 

We are children of the promise.  We can trust in God for our care.  Yet so often we try to cover 

our own bases even when it would be more appropriate to trust in God for protection and 

guidance. 

 

Week 3 Wednesday Genesis 27:1-28:22 
How does Jacob get the blessing of his father?  Does this invalidate the blessing?  How does this 

relate to us? 

By deceit he receives the blessing of this father.  Nonetheless the blessing is good and beneficial 

to Jacob.  As we look at our lives and see what God does for us and the promises he gives us, we 

see a God who has blessed us in spite of ourselves.  We do not deserve the blessing of God any 

more than Jacob did, nonetheless, God still blesses us. 

 

What does this do for the relationship between Jacob and Esau?  Why is this significant? 

The relationship deteriorates.  We see this later in the Genesis account, but also later in the 

relationship between Edom (Esau) and Israel (Jacob), cf. Obadiah. 
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What does Jacob’s dream reveal?  How does John 1:51 relate to this?  What does this teach us? 

In Jacob’s dream we hear again the promise of God.  The blessing of the offspring with the land 

and the blessing of the nations is again given here.  In John 1:51 we see the connection of Jesus 

to the promise.  He is the ladder connection heaven and earth and the vehicle of the promise. 

 

Week 3 Thursday Genesis 29:1-30:43 
How do these chapters reflect the faithfulness of God to His promises? 

Jacob received twelve children as a result of Laban’s deceit and God’s blessing.  Jacob also was 

blessed as he shepherded the flocks of Laban even though again Laban sought to gain advantage 

by deceit and trickery. 

 

How did God show kindness to Leah?  Does this seem to reflect something about God?  How 

does this relate to the interaction God had with Hagar? 

God blessed Leah with six sons and a daughter.  As God saw that Leah was the hated of the two, 

He showed her favor.  A similar reality can be seen in God’s treatment of Hagar as he promises 

nations out of Ishmael’s line.  This in turn reflects the kindness of God shown to the lowly, a 

reality seen throughout the Scriptures. 

 

Week 3 Friday  Genesis 31:1-33:20 
What does Jacob’s escape reflect?  In whom is Jacob’s trust?  What evidence is there to suggest 

this?  Can we relate to Jacob? 

The trust of Jacob is in God, yet while he trusts in God he still seems to have some fears that 

would suggest otherwise.  When he faces Esau, he certainly uses craft to address his fear in 

addition to asking God for help. 

 

What do we learn from Jacob’s wrestling with God? 

God is not angered with Jacob wrestling with Him, in fact Jacob convinces God to bless him.  We 

also see the origin of the name Israel. 

 

Week 3 Saturday Genesis 34:1-35:29 
What does chapter 34 present to us? 

It presents the defilement of and restitution for Dinah.  This interchange presents an act that did 

not please Jacob and should have wrought extreme pay back for the family of Jacob.  

Nonetheless, in spite of their actions, God protected Jacob as they traveled through the region. 

 

What does chapter 35 present to us? 

Here again we see the promise continuing.  In this frame we hear of the death of Isaac and 

Rachel.  A challenge in this passage is the renaming of Jacob.  Jacob’s new name was already 

explained in chapter 32.  Why was it presented again here?  Is this where it is truly changed and 

the other provides background to the change? 
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How do these chapters inform us still today? 

These chapters continue to show God’s faithfulness.  They provide historical background that 

demonstrates God’s continued faithfulness to his promises as the accounts of the sons of 

Abraham unfold. 
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Week 4 

Week 4 Monday Genesis 36:1-37:36 
Consider the account of Abraham and Lot’s separation in Genesis 13.  How does the story of 

Esau and Jacob’s separation compare?  How does this relate to the promise given to Abraham, 

cf. 12:1-3; 18:18; 26:2-5. 

 In both situations we get the account of those being with Abram/Jacob (Abraham’s line) being 

 blessed.  In both situations, we find people who become the surrounding nations, i.e. all nations 

 will be blessed through him. 

 

Here we find another account of jealousy between brothers, cf. Genesis 4.  What about jealousy 

ties it so closely to the nature of sin?  How do we see this sin creep up in our lives today? 

Jealousy boils down to the problem of not being content with what God has made you to be.  It is 

wanting to be the best.  And in this case it is wanting to be the one in charge.  I think we see this 

too frequently today.  We see it as people are discontent with public officials; they no longer 

treat them with the respect due people in their position.  We want it our way and we want to be 

in control.  It happens in various aspects of our lives. 

 

Who is the one who betrays Joseph?  Is this significant? 

Judah betrays him, along with the other brothers.  Only Reuben looks out for him.  Judah is the 

line of David, the line of Jesus. 

Week 4 Tuesday Genesis 38:1-39:23 
What do you find significant about the story of Judah and Tamar?  Cf. Matthew 1:1-17.  What 

does this teach you?  How does this story give confidence? 

This is the line of Jesus.  God used two people who acted inappropriately to continue the line of 

Jesus.  If God can use Tamar and Judah, he can use us too. 

 

 

How does chapter 39 reflect the promise to Abraham?  How does Genesis 39:9 relate to the 

promise to Abraham?  In what ways would Joseph sleeping with Potiphar’s wife be a sin against 

God? 

The nations continue to be blessed through Abraham.  Here the blessings move to Egypt.  Joseph 

is blessed in whatever he does.  And the people with whom Joseph works are blessed as well.  

God has promised to bless people through him.  For Joseph to sleep with Potiphar’s wife, it 

would be contrary to God’s desire for Potiphar, the one being blessed through Joseph.  It would 

be a curse rather than a blessing.  This makes it a sin against God. 

 

Week 4 Wednesday Genesis 40:1-23 
How is Joseph able to interpret the dreams in prison?  How does this relate to the point at issue 

with Joseph’s brothers in chapter 37?  Upon whom does Joseph’s success reflect? 
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God gives Joseph the interpretation.  It is not a matter of look how good Joseph is; it is a matter 

of look how good Joseph’s God is.  God blesses.  Likewise with Joseph’s brothers, they should 

have rejoiced that God was using Joseph rather than be concerned that he predicted that he 

would rule over them. 

 

How does this continued success of Joseph’s situation (although he was still in jail) give you 

instructions for your living? 

Whatever the situation, we trust in God and rejoice in Him. 

 

Week 4 Thursday Genesis 41:1-40 
In this chapter we find the prediction of a drought.  How does this prediction bear witness to the 

promise to Abraham, i.e. ‘through you all nations will be blessed’? 

 Egypt is given instructions on how to avoid disaster.  They are to use the productive years wisely. 

 

When Pharaoh asks Joseph about his ability to interpret dreams, what is Joseph’s response?  

How does Joseph maintain this perspective on matters? 

 Joseph tells the Pharaoh that it is all God who provides the interpretation.  To maintain 

 perspective, Joseph remembers this fact. 

 

How do you maintain your perspective on life? 

 

Week 4 Friday  Genesis 41:41-57 
What do we find in 41:57? 

 All the earth goes to Egypt to receive food. 

 

What irony is present in today’s reading?  How did Joseph get into the position he finds himself 

in here?  How does this turn of events provide comfort to you? 

He was favored and his brothers were jealous.  So they robbed him of his position to eliminate 

the privilege.  Now we find Joseph getting favored again and he is given new clothing and the 

rule over Egypt.  This is a comforting reality that God carries out his promises even when we 

wonder how and if it could ever happen. 

 

Week 4 Saturday Genesis 42:1-44:34 
How does Joseph treat his brothers?  Is this shocking?  Why or why not? 

 He treated them well.  It is shocking since he was treated so poorly prior.  It is not shocking given 

 the perspective Joseph maintains, i.e. it is all God’s working. 

 

When have you had a situation like Joseph’s? 
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Week 5 

Week 5 Monday Genesis 45:1-46:34 
How does Joseph respond to his brothers?  How can Joseph respond this way?  What does 

Joseph see in these events? 

Joseph responded with love.  Recognizing what they had done, he recognized even more how 

God had used what they had done.  He even goes as far as to say God did it.  From this 

perspective, it is not about what happened to Joseph, but what God was doing. 

 

What do we learn from this interchange?  Do we find ourselves in similar situations?  How 

do/should we respond? 

We learn to keep proper perspective in conflicts.  We learn not to hold grudges, but instead we 

seek forgiveness.  Look beyond our personal concerns and look to the needs of others. 

 

How does chapter 46 relate to the rest of Genesis? 

This chapter really reflects the continuation of the promise.  It begins with the repeated promise 

to Israel.  God will make a great nation of him.  In addition, the nation is just starting.  We 

certainly see the offspring increasing to sixty-six, but it is not done yet.  The people will continue 

to grow in Egypt.  The choice land given at the end of the chapter illustrates the continued 

provision for the people. 

 

Week 5 Tuesday Genesis 47:1-48:22 
How did God use Joseph in chapter 47?  How did the people of Egypt respond to his leadership?  

What did Jacob request of him?  Why? 

The people of Egypt rejoiced in his leadership because he mercy on them and gave them food.  

They did not complain about the fact that they sold all that they had, even themselves, for food.  

Rather they rejoiced that they could be blessed with sustenance. 
 

Jacob wanted to be buried in the tomb of his fathers.  Jacob knew that God had promised to take 

him up out of Egypt.  More significantly, he knew the promise was concerning the land of 

Canaan.  There, in the land of he wanted to be buried. 

 

What is significant about the reception of Ephraim and Manasseh as one of Jacob’s own?  Is this 

a good thing for Joseph or a bad? 

Joseph in this way receives a double inheritance.  This can be seen as the promised land is 

divided in tribes.  It is not Joseph, Ephraim, Manasseh…  Rather, Joseph has been replaced by 

Manasseh and Ephraim.  Double the inheritance…Good thing for Joseph.  Not a matter of losing 

two sons, but a matter of doubling the inheritance. 

 

Why does Jacob cross his arms?   

Jacob crosses his arms so that the younger is blessed over the older.  This gives the younger the 

same position as Jacob had over Esau. 
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Week 5 Wednesday Genesis 49:1-50:26 
What do we learn from the account of Jacob’s death and the blessing that preceded it? How 

does Jacob’s death and burial relate to the end of Genesis? 

We look at the blessings and realize that some of Jacob’s children get more ‘air time’ than others.  

The amount of ‘air time’ clues us in on the descendants to whom we should pay attention.  The 

return of Jacob to his family burial ground is a reminder of the promise as is Joseph’s body 

waiting to return for burial. 

 

What concern does Joseph’s brothers carry following Jacob’s death?  Why?  How does Joseph 

respond?  How is this instructive for us? 

Week 5 Thursday Exodus 1:1-22 
How does the first chapter of Exodus help us understand the relationship of the Genesis and 

Exodus?  How does this help us understand the reference to the first five books of the bible as 

the Book of the Law of Moses, i.e. the Torah, cf. Deuteronomy 31:24; Joshua 8:31; 23:6; 2 Kings 

14:6; 2 Chronicles 25:4; 34:14; 35:12; etc.? 

This is really one story.  The book of Genesis is not really seen separate from the book of Exodus.  

Thus they are one book.  It is similar to Luke and Acts, two volumes of the same whole.  The 

coherence needs to be recognized as the promise does not end at Genesis 50, rather it continues 

into Exodus and throughout the first five books. 
 

What do the decrees of Pharaoh illustrate about the Egyptians? about God? 

The decrees of Pharaoh illustrate the jealousy and fear of the Egyptians.  They see the bounty of 

the people of Israel and they want it and/or do not want to lose their own position.  Nonetheless, 

in spite of their efforts to suppress the people of Israel, God continued to see to the blessing of 

the people.  He continued to be faithful to his promise. 
 

How do you respond when people are blessed, and you feel left out of the blessing?  How 

should you respond? 

 

Week 5 Friday  Exodus 2:1-25 
What does the information concerning Moses provide? 

God delivered Moses out of the water and raised him in the house of Pharaoh.  Moses was not 

only preserved, but privileged.  Yet while he was sustained, he still cared for the Hebrews. 

 

What do the closing verses of the chapter provide?  How do these verses in conjunction with the 

preceding verses encourage us in our lives? 

Here God is not forgetting his chosen people.  In their long suffering, he hears their plea.  

Likewise, in our lives we look to the promises God made at our baptisms and trust him even 

during periods of long suffering.  He has been faithful in the past, he is in the present, and he will 

be in the future. 
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Week 5 Saturday Exodus 3:1-4:31 
According to the text, what is the response to Moses’ question concerning the name of God?  

What does this teach us about God?  How does that instruct us in using God’s name 

appropriately? 

The text does not give a simple answer.  Instead it presents the name of God as who he is.  He is 

the God of the promise.  This is reflected in Yahweh (He is who he is), Ehyeh (I am who I am), and 

the God of your fathers, i.e. the God who made the promise to them and has been faithful.  The 

name is then used appropriately, when we speak of God in the context of what he does not as a 

throwaway word. 
 

What does God tell Moses he is going to do?  How is he going to do it?  How does Moses 

respond to this?  What is flawed in Moses’ thinking?  How often do we respond this way?  In 

what contexts does it happen most? 

God tells Moses that he is going to deliver his people.  With a mighty hand, he will deliver the 

people.  Moses will be a vehicle to this end.  Moses hears this plan and says he can’t do that.  

Unfortunately he seems to miss the plan; he misses the reality that God is going to do it.  I 

believe this happens frequently in our lives with regards to the call to witness.  We say, ‘I can’t do 

that’; yet the power is God’s. 



Through the Scriptures 

 

Week 6 

Week 6 Monday Exodus 5:1-6:30 
In chapter 5 we see the response of Pharaoh to the initial request of Moses and Aaron.  He increased 

the work and broke the people’s spirit.  The people complained to Moses and said blamed them for 

their bad fare.  The people of Israel did not see the blessing of God in the events.  Even Moses 

complained to God about the results.  Were the people and/or Moses right to complain?  Do you find 

yourself in situations where you do what God wants you to do and you feel like you are worse off for it?  

When? 

The people had lost perspective.  The question is not whether the current situation is bad or good.  The 

question is whether or not you expect God’s plans for you to be ultimately what God has promised. 

 

How does God’s response to Moses complaint put this all into perspective for Moses?  How does this 

instruct us with regards to facing these type of challenges in our lives? 

God will do what he says he will do.  He will use this situation to demonstrate his strength and 

faithfulness. 

 

What is the goal of the Exodus? 

The Exodus will bring the people out of Egypt to make them his people in faithfulness to God’s promise to 

Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.  It also demonstrates his mighty hand. 

 

What issues are present with Moses’ expectation that Pharaoh would not listen to him?  Is his complaint 

justified? 

Moses’ concern is based in himself and does not look to God for the strength behind the message.  As a 

result, the complaint is not justified.  Trusting in God, Moses would speak whether or not he sees visible 

results. 

 

Week 6 Tuesday Exodus 7:1-25 
What was Pharaoh’s response to the signs of God?  Why? 

 So what?!  He was unimpressed by the signs. 

 

How easy is it to recognize the signs of God in our lives?  What causes us to miss them? 

 

Week 6 Wednesday Exodus 8:1-9:35 
Pharaoh grants permission for departure following some of the plagues.  Yet once the plague is gone, he 

hardens his heart.  When have you changed your perspective because of the Word of God only to 

change your mind later?  Why did that happen? 

 



Through the Scriptures 

The magicians told Pharaoh that the plague of gnats bore the fingerprint of God.  Why did Pharaoh not 

listen?  Can you relate to Pharaoh? 

Week 6 Thursday Exodus 10:1-29 
What is the goal of the plagues?  How were the plagues distributed that encouraged progression toward 

that goal? 

God used the plagues to demonstrate his mighty hand to Pharaoh that he and Egypt might know  the 

LORD and that the people might be delivered from the hand of Pharaoh.  The plagues also provided 

opportunity for God to show his faithfulness to future generations.  The plagues were distributed so that 

only certain people were affected.  By the end, Pharaoh himself was feeling the full brunt of the plagues. 

Cf. Revelation 16. 

 

Why does Pharaoh’s heart continue being hardened?  How does God use Pharaoh?  Is this unfair on 

God’s part?  How does this all work? Cf. Romans 9.14-24. 

Sometimes the text reads that Pharaoh was hardening his heart.  Other times it reads that God raised him 

up for this purpose.  It seems that both are true.  Pharaoh is hardening his own heart, but God is providing 

for that hardening so that people may see the work of the LORD. 

 

Do we see God using people today as he used Pharaoh preceding the Exodus?  How do we respond to 

it? 

 

Week 6 Friday  Exodus 11:1-12:51 
What connections exist between the Passover and the death of Jesus? Cf. John 1.29; 13.1ff.; 19.36; etc. 

It is the death of the first born of God.  Jesus did not have his bones broken.  His death delivered  people 

from slavery to sin and death. 

 

How often do we look back on the plagues of the Exodus and reflect upon what they remind us about 

our God?  Cf. Exodus 10.2; 12.14ff. 
 

Week 6 Saturday Exodus 13:1-22 
God instructs them to give of their firstborn.  How does the giving of the firstborn reflect offerings?  

What are we to give in our offerings?  What does this demonstrate? 

We give our firstfruits.  This demonstrates trust in God to provide for our needs just as giving up  the first 

born demonstrates trust in God that he will provide an heir. 

 

Of what does the act of Moses taking the bones of Joseph remind us? 

 It connects the Exodus once again with the promise to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. 

 

God goes before the people through the wilderness.  Does God still go before us in our lives?  When do 

you see God’s presence guiding you? 

 



Through the Scriptures 

Week 7 

Week 7 Monday Exodus 14:1-31 
What is illustrated with the description of the Egyptian armed forces? 

The chariots were a significant military weapon and Egypt was known for them.  These chariots  gave the 

attacker an upper hand that may be understood in relation to the comparison of a foot soldier and a 

cavalry troop (whether modern (tanks) or not (horses)).  The overwhelming number  of chariots 

demonstrates their overpowering force. 

 

What were the results of the event of the parting of the Red Sea?  How does this result help us to 

understand better the purpose of the plagues and the Red Sea event? 

The events demonstrated God’s glory, namely his faithfulness.  Through them the Egyptians knew Yahweh 

was the God of the people of Israel and the people of Israel trusted more in Yahweh and his promises.  

This result seems to be the result towards which God purposed.  When Yahweh instructs Moses, he tells 

him that he will glorify himself and the Egyptians will know that he is Yahweh (14.4). 

 

When in your life have you seen the God working in a similar way?  Were you the Egyptians or the 

people of Israel?  What did you learn from these events? 

 

Week 7 Tuesday Exodus 15:1-27 
What does this passage teach us about the tradition of music and hymnody among the faithful? 

 Song was and is a natural means of expressing our emotions and thoughts before God.  It is not 

 objectionable by God’s standards.  Musical instruments here are used as well. 

 

What is the substance of the song?  Can/do we sing this song today?  How does it sound in our lives? 

The song bases itself in the salvific acts of God.  It looks to what God has done for us and how he  has 

delivered us.  We certainly still reflect upon the Exodus.  More importantly as we look back we look to the 

Passover of our God through Jesus’ death and resurrection. This activity is a primary source of song for us 

and puts into perspective all other events as we have a foundation of trust that has been laid. 

 

After the people moved on from the Red Sea what happened?  Of what did Yahweh assure them? 

The people quickly grew discontent.  Yahweh assured them that he would take care of them and  that 

they need not fear.  They should listen to and trust Yahweh. 

 

Week 7 Wednesday Exodus 16:1-17:16 
What is the underlying cause(s) of the grumbling of the people of Israel?  Who was their grumbling 

against?  Was their grumbling appropriate?  Why/why not?  What does this teach us about 

contentment?   

The cause of the grumbling was a lack of trust in the sufficiency of the gifts God provides.  In a similar way 

contentment denies the activity of the giver. 



Through the Scriptures 

How did the people of Israel respond to the instructions given them concerning the manna?  What was 

the underlying issue here?  What does this teach us about stewardship? 

They disobeyed the instructions either because of greed or concern for having food for the morrow.  

Either way, there was lack of trust upon the part of the people.  As we approach stewardship we use our 

gifts trusting that God will continue to supply us with what we need. 

 

How does the account of the people of Israel battling the Amalekites supplement the preceding lessons 

concerning how God takes care of his people?  How does this teach us? 

 God takes care of the people with regards to sustenance and protection. 

 

Week 7 Thursday Exodus 18:1-27 
What was Jethro’s concern for Moses?  What was the solution? 

 Jethro recognized that Moses had spread himself too thin.  Moses was to better use the resources 

 before him. 

 

How do this decision and the accompanying discussion teach us about stewardship of time?  Abilities?  

Where in your life could you improve your stewardship with regard to this issue? 

We have limited time and energies.  We should use our gifts wisely so that their effectiveness is 

multiplied.  Use of time is a big concern here.  So often people fill their schedules so full they fail to 

address issues such as devotions, worship, and prayer much less service to those outside themselves or 

their family. 

 

Week 7 Friday  Exodus 19:1-20:26 
What is foundational for the people of Israel being the people of Israel, cf. the start of chapter 19 and 

the start of chapter 20?  Why is this so important to remember?  Do people/we generally remember 

this?  How do they/we confuse the issue? 

God acted first.  He brought them out of Egypt and made them to be his people.  This is the basis for the 

relationship.  This is important because it reminds them of the strength by which they live as God’s 

people.  Unfortunately, it is easy for us to flip the issue on its head and say you have to do this to be a 

Christian.  The reality is we live the lives we do because we are Christian, because the foundation is there. 

 

Chapter 19 illustrates the holiness/otherness of God.  God is such that the people needed to prepare to 

be in his presence and were forbidden to touch the mountain when God resided on it.  Through Christ 

we can approach God today without fear.  Nonetheless, do these verses instruct us with regards to how 

we should approach God?  Is the fear and recognition of the holiness of God still present today?  What 

has changed? 

We should approach God in humility recognizing that we can only approach him through Jesus.   God is 

still one that cannot tolerate sinfulness.  We should not approach him without regard for who he is 

forgetting that he is one to be feared, loved, and trusted. 

 

How does 19.4-6 help us understand 1 Peter 2.1-12? 

 



Through the Scriptures 

Week 7 Saturday Exodus 21:1-23:19 
Do the laws concerning slavery endorse slavery, speak against slavery, or simply regulate slavery?  For 

what do the laws aim?  For what do they not aim? 

It seems like these laws simply regulate slavery.  They protect the slave master relationship that  both are 

cared for appropriately.  They do not aim at making people ‘free’.  It is not about individual ‘rights’ and 

‘freedom’.  It is not about pride. 

 

What do the laws presented here teach about responsibility for your actions or for the actions under 

your care/responsibility? 

 You are responsible.  You will be expected to take responsibility and make appropriate restitution. 

 

Notice the firstfruits are expected from the people.  What is significant in offering the firstfruits to God?  

How does this instruct our offerings? 

God does not desire the leftovers.  He wants the best.  He also wants us to trust him enough that  we 

willing give the firstfruits knowing that God will provide the afterfruits. 

 

How do the laws treat people?  What is the concern of the laws? 

 The laws care about people and their needs. 

  



Through the Scriptures 

Week 8 

Week 8 Monday Exodus 23:20-24:18 
Why would God need to instruct the people about dwelling with the people of the land?  Shouldn’t the 

people know that false teaching would make them stray from God and his ways?  How did the people 

act on these words of instruction, cf. Judges 2.1-5 (Judges 1 provides a little broader context)?  Why?  Do 

you face some of these challenges today? 

It is easy to fall into the trap of thinking that other people will not affect you.  It is easy to fall into the trap 

thinking that these other teachings are not all that different.  But when it comes down to it, the bringing 

of their teachings and practices into your culture, does influence you.  And if those teachings are contrary 

to God’s desires, it influences you to the negative. 

 

The people of Israel responded favorably to the instructions of the Lord: “All the words the LORD has 

spoken we will do.” (ESV)  It doesn’t take to long to recognize that the people failed in this regard, cf. 

chapter 32, strayed from this promise.  Do you face the challenge of those high points of the faith where 

you speak with the people of Israel “all the words…” followed by the lows of breaking the promise?  

How do you address those challenges and keep a more consistent faith? 

 

In chapter 24 we see a vivid presentation of the Moses and company standing before God.  As you make 

note of this, look also at Matthew 17.1-8.  How does this passage help us understand the 

transfiguration?  What do both of these passages teach us about God? 

Jesus is greater than Moses.  He is Yahweh himself.  These passages also illustrate the relationship he 

desires with his people.  In the Exodus passage, God eats and drinks with them.  There is sacrifice made 

and blood of the covenant spilt.  In the Matthew passage, the picture is extended as we see Jesus eating 

and drinking with the disciples, spilling his blood, and forging a covenant.  

 

Week 8 Tuesday Exodus 25:1-27:21 
Notice the things that go into the making of the temple.  When one looks at these things, one may 

respond and say “this is a waste, these things could have been sold and the proceeds given to the poor.”  

What is the appropriate response to this comment? Cf. Mark 14.3-9. 

 God deserves our attention and our best.  While it is good to support the poor, we first and 

 foremost hold God up in our worship and life.  Out of this come the other things; the other things 

 do not take the place of it. 

 

Where is what?  What do you notice about the materials used and their locations?  Why is the 

tabernacle set up this way?  What does this teach us about God?   

The materials are more precious as they are closer to the Holy of Holies.  We see reality of the holiness of 

God here. 

 

How does our worship life reflect the set up of the tabernacle?  How do other churches’? 



Through the Scriptures 

The altar is at the center and is generally separated by a rail with an opening.  There is often an eternal 

flame.  Church’s tend to use gold/brass and silver for their vessels, candlesticks, etc. 
 

Week 8 Wednesday Exodus 28:1-29:46 
What do the high priestly garments tell us about the role of high priest? 

The two stones on the shoulders allow Aaron to bear the names for remembrance.  The stones on the 

breastplate, twelve stones for twelve tribes, represent the twelve tribes as he bears the judgment of the 

people on his heart.  It designates that things that he brings are holy to the Lord.  The high priest 

represented the people.  He went before God on their behalf. 

 

Note the elaborate ordination in chapter 29.  Why did they have such an elaborate process for 

ordination?  What was being done here?  Why? 

 Aaron was holy to the Lord.  He was set apart for the task of priest.  The ordination no doubts this. 

 

Note how many lambs must be sacrificed.  How does this highlight the point of Hebrews 10.11-14? 

 Christ was the lamb slain once for all. 

 

What do the last three verses of this reading teach us about God?  How does it instruct us with regards 

to all of the details presented here? 

 God does all of this to dwell with his people. 

 

Week 8 Thursday Exodus 30:1-31:18 
The term holy is used a lot in this portion of the Bible.  What makes the things and people of the temple 

holy?  Are the materials used special?  Why/why not?  What does it mean to be holy? 

Being holy is simply being set apart.  What makes the stuff/people special is not the people, but the one 

who sets them apart and the purpose for which they are set apart. 

 

In 1 Peter 2, God calls us a holy nation, a kingdom of priests.  How are we holy?  How are we priests? 

We have been set apart in our baptisms.  God has called us to present ourselves as a living and spiritual 

sacrifice before God in heaven. 

 

Here the Sabbath is set apart.  How does our observance of the Sabbath differ from that of the people of 

Israel?  Why does it differ?  Do we still keep it holy?  How? Should we still keep it holy?  Why? 

We set Sunday apart as the Sabbath rest because on this day the Lord rose from the dead assuring us and 

being the firstfruits of our Sabbath rest.  We keep it holy by devoting ourselves in a special way to the 

Word and the Sacraments as we worship God and get filled up for our lives that we might live refreshed in 

the rest we find in him.  Cf. Hebrews 4. 

 

Week 8 Friday  Exodus 32:1-35 
What lay behind the people of Israel’s request to Aaron?  Are there times in your life when you have felt 

this way?  When?  Why? 



Through the Scriptures 

The people grew impatient and were scared.  They did not see God nor the person who lead them with 

respect to God.  They thus turned to other means, to other gods for help. 

 

How does God respond to the activity of the people?  What does he tell Moses? 

 He calls them his people and says let’s get rid of them. 

 

How does Moses respond back to God?  How do we see a shadow of Jesus, the one who is greater than 

Moses in this activity, cf. 1 John 2.1-2?  In light of how we, unfortunately, can relate to the people of 

Israel, how does this picture of Moses, and of Jesus, give you great comfort in your life? 

Moses beseeches God to bear with his people and pleads on their behalf.  He is the people’s advocates 

just as Jesus is our advocate. 

 

Week 8 Saturday Exodus 33:1-23 
What purpose does the tent of meeting serve for the people?  What comfort does it bring? 

 The tent provided direction and guidance as God would be among the people and give them instruction. 

 

Moses states that the presence of God makes the people a distinct people.  How does the presence of 

God change the character of the people?  Can you say the same thing about yourself?  Does the 

presence of God change your character?  How?  When do you enjoy the presence of God?  How does 

this relate to the previous question concerning your character? 

The presence of God changes the character of the people because it frees them and orients their 

perspective around him.  He is central in their life and his will drives them.  This is reflected in the whole 

person.  Likewise we rejoice in being new people because of God’s presence.  We always rejoice in his 

presence as he has promised never to leave us or forsake us.  Thus the change in character should not be 

a temporary or situational thing. 

 

Moses here gets to see the backside of God?  In what other portion of Scriptures do we see the backside 

of God? 

 On the cross? 

  



Through the Scriptures 

Week 9 

Week 9 Monday Exodus 34:1-35 
What is the name of the LORD?  How do the two places this question is addressed in chapter 34 affirm 

the understanding of the name in Exodus 3? 

Here we see the name of the LORD again deals with who he is and what he does.  This is not just  an issue 

of what people call him.  Rather it is more an issue of why people call upon him. 

 

How do the instructions of 34.18-26a all interrelate?  What is the underlying issue with these 

instructions?  How does the underlying issue relate to the matters of 34.11-17? 

The underlying issue is trust in God and adherence to his ways.  When we trust God and his promises we 

are able to give firstfruits, we are able to take a day off even in harvest time, we are able to leave our 

posts to meet the Lord without fear of losing position, we do not need to worry or look to other gods. 

 

As Moses talked with God for the people, his face shone.  While we do not interact in exactly the same 

way as Moses, we do through Word and Sacraments see God.  We see who he is and what he has done 

for us.  We see how we can trust in him.  Think about your lives.  Does your face shine so that those you 

encounter see that you have been enlightened by God?  How do we better reflect his name in our lives?  

How does what we have read in chapter 34 help in this task? 

Often our faces do not shine adequately.  But here in this chapter we are reminded yet again of who our 

God is and what he has done for us.  This gift, as God shines upon us again and again, is what produces 

the radiance. 

 

Week 9 Tuesday Exodus 35:1-36:38 
Notice that the people that worked and gave for the making of the tabernacle were willing.  Elsewhere 

in Scriptures it is noted that God loves a cheerful giver, cf. 2 Corinthians 9.7.  Today suggesting giving 

seems to breed reluctance rather than cheer.  How could the people of Israel be such cheerful givers?  

How can we be cheerful givers? 

Cheerful givers are the product of gifted people, people who have been given all that they need  from 

day to day and know that they have someone to continue to provide for their needs.  We have that gift as 

even the people of Israel had that gift.  Interestingly enough, the people were so willing Moses had to tell 

them to stop bringing gifts. 

 

Notice in the description of the tabernacle construction it is mentioned that the structure was a single 

whole, cf. 36.13, 18.  Why would the tabernacle be a single whole? 

I don’t know what the answer is.  But the unity of God; the quality of a single whole; et al. are viable 

options. 

Week 9 Wednesday Exodus 37:1-38:31 
What does the place that the building of the tabernacle holds teach us about the relationship of the 

tabernacle to the Exodus? 



Through the Scriptures 

The people were brought out to worship.  This is central to why they left.  It is central to the journey upon 

which they have embarked.  It is central to our sojourning as well. 

 

Does worship hold a similar place in our exodus?  Why has Jesus brought us out of slavery to sin, death, 

and the power of the devil?  How does the destination of our journey relate to this question? 

We are looking forward to constant worship.  This is what we have been freed for.  As a result, worship 

should have a central place in our lives. 

 

Week 9 Thursday Exodus 39:1-40:38 
What do these chapters of Exodus reflect?  Why are all the details of the tabernacle and its furnishings 

given once again, cf. chapter 25ff.? 

It records that the people really did it.  It also suggests that the tabernacle was an important portion of 

the Exodus.  The people left to worship their God. 

 

Read through Revelation 21 and 22.  Do you recognize any similarities between the picture presented 

here and the tabernacle?  How does what is presented here help us answer yesterday’s question 

concerning the role of worship in our exodus?  How does it shed light on the role of the tabernacle in 

the greater scheme of things?  What light does it shed on its significance for us? 

 The tabernacle is a shadow of what is to come.  We see the connections with the stones, et al. 

 

How do the final words of Exodus clarify the importance of the tabernacle?  What role did it play in the 

lives of the people of Israel?  Do we live with this perspective on our journey? 

The tabernacle was where God resided on their journey.  Whether or not God rested in it our went 

forward provided a visual reminder of the central place of God in their journey and life. 

 

Week 9 Friday  Leviticus 1:1-17 
What does the provision for different types of animals used in burnt offerings teach us?  How was it 

determined which type of offering one would bring? 

Different people had different means.  When bringing an animal from the flock or herd it was a matter of 

what you had.  Not everyone would have a bull. 

 

How do the different sacrifices encourage us in our giving?  Cf. Mark 12.41-44. 

We should not be sad about giving too little or too much.  We should give what we have and rejoice in the 

giver of what we have. 

 

Week 9 Saturday Leviticus 2:1-3:17 
How do the grain offerings differ from the burnt offerings?  What provisions are made in the offering of 

them?  Why is this significant? 

The grain offerings were given and used in part for the sustenance of the priests.  The offerings went in 

part to take care of the priests. 

 



Through the Scriptures 

Why is the sacrifice one without blemish?  What does this teach us about God?  What does this teach us 

about the offerings we should present to the Lord?  What does it not teach us? 

 God does not tolerate second rate gifts.  Only the best pleases him.  We see this in the sacrifice of His Son. 

 

This is not to say that our best may not be good enough for him.  While we cannot do well enough to 

fulfill His expectations, the offerings, as seen in the different levels of giving in chapter 1, et al., do suggest 

that the important aspect in offerings is giving our best. 

  



Through the Scriptures 

Week 10 

Week 10 Monday Leviticus 4:1-6:30 
Here we see many provisions for people who sinned unintentionally.  If people did not know what they 

were doing was wrong, why should they have to make an offering for forgiveness?  Why should those 

sins not be overlooked? 

Any sin leaves people unclean and separates from a holy God. Your awareness doesn’t make a sin. God’s 

desire for which people have been made determines what is right and wrong and thus a sin. 

 

What does this teach us about the statement ignorance is bliss?  What does it teach us about the nature 

of sin? 

 Sin is not relative to me. It is determined by God. As a result, ignorance is no excuse. 

 

Week 10 Tuesday Leviticus 7:1-9:24 
As earlier in Leviticus, we see provision made for Aaron and his sons, cf. 7:28-36.  Why was provision 

made for them?  What distinguished them from the other tribes?  What does this teach us about our 

offerings as we give our firstfruits for the church? 

Aaron and his sons were the priests. They had their portion in the priesthood and not in the land. As a 

result, they received portions from each tribe. The offerings in part went for their food. Today we give 

firstfruits to the work of the Church in the place we are. It is distinct from giving to societal needs. We 

support the running of the church through firstfruits. 

 

What is the purpose of the anointing of the various things and people?  What is the purpose of 

ordination?  What things do we do still today that reflect these rites?  Why do we still do them? 

 Anointing sets people and things apart for tasks and purposes. Ordination is a similar activity.  

 

Week 10 Wednesday Leviticus 10:1-11:47 
The opening verses of chapter 10 provide a vivid description of the end of Nadab and Abihu.  What does 

this description teach us about God?  What does this teach us about the expectations God has for us, cf. 

11:45? 

God is holy and he expects holiness. Being and acting unholy is not a joking matter. Sin and impurity are 

real issues and have to be addressed in order for us to have relationship with God. 

 

Many in society today would say that this presentation in the beginning of chapter 10 is a different 

picture of God than they hold.  They even might say that they cannot have a God who acts thus.  What is 

wrong with this approach?  How often do we get this backwards on this issue or on another issue? 

God is God; we are not. God is not a construct of our own imagination that fits how we determine God 

should be. God’s holiness is a real issue. God acts to restore relationship with us. Denying such acts to 

sanctify his people is not a fault of God’s character but of the people denying his holy desire. 

 



Through the Scriptures 

How is it determined whether something/someone is clean or not?  Who determines this standing? 

 God makes such distinctions. 

 

Week 10 Thursday Leviticus 12:1-15:33 
These chapters provide NT background for a number of passages, e.g., Luke 2:22-24; 17:11-19, etc. 

 

These chapters present much about being unclean and clean.  What do these teachings tell us about 

God, cf. 15:31? 

God is holy and expects and interacts with holiness. The unclean cannot interact in a healthy way with the 

holy God. 

 

How does clean and unclean relate to their worship?  What does it teach us about our worship?  

Again, cleanness is required as they engage a holy God. As we worship, we encounter our God only by the 

grace and mercy of the God who cleanses us from our sins through Jesus Christ. 

Week 10 Friday  Leviticus 16:1-17:16 
These verses provide important background to who Jesus is and what he has done for us.  Cf. Hebrews 

4:14-5:10; 9-10:18. 

 

What has God provided for with the Day of Atonement/Yom Kippur? 

 He has provided for the covering of sins and restoration of relationship with the people. 

 

What function does the scapegoat have? 

 The scapegoat takes the sins away and suffers exile and death in place of the people. 

 

Do not eat the blood it carries the life of the animal.  What implications do these verses have with 

communion?  Do they have any? 

 Good question. We do receive life through the blood of Christ. Are such connections intended? 

 

Week 10 Saturday Leviticus 18:1-19:37 
Why should the people not commit the various sins that God prohibited in chapters 18-19?   What 

negative reason does he give for keeping them?  What positive reason does he give for keeping them?  

How does the repetition of chapter 19 instruct in this regard?  What does this teach us in our keeping of 

God’s instructions? 

The Lord is holy and his people shall be holy. God is the LORD, the God of the promise, who desires 

relationship with his people. Sin separates from and destroys that relationship. On a negative side, if you 

don’t keep the instructions, the land will vomit you out like the people before you. It is clear that these 

instructions are not just random rules, but a product of God’s desire to be the people’s God and live in 

relationship with them. 

 



Through the Scriptures 

Notice that the instructions in chapter 18 are given not because they are generally assumed but because 

the other nations were doing these things.  God spoke in contrast to society.  How does God speak to 

the New Testament Church in contrast to our society with regards to sexual behavior?  Cf. 1 Corinthians 

6:9-20; Romans 1:26-32; Ephesians 5:1-8; etc. 

Sexual sins are severe. They are intimate and detract from God’s desires for sex. Sexual relations are 

intended to reflect the marital relationship of husband and wife, Christ and the Church. It is an intimate 

reality. Sexual relations apart from that remain intimate, they just reflect an individual’s and by extension 

the church’s connection to non-Christ’s, i.e., false gods. There is no such thing as ‘casual’ sex. It either 

reflects Christ and the Church or the adulterous relationship of the church and false gods. 
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Week 11 

Week 11 Monday Leviticus 20:1-22:33 
What is holiness all about?  How does this relate to the laws concerning inappropriate sexual relations 

and the laws concerning clean and unclean?  What does it mean to profane something? 

Holiness is about being set apart.  Living as you have been set apart is the point of the laws.  We are 

different than those without God.  Profane something is making it common and not holy.  Profanity is an 

example of this. 

 

How do you do with regards to keeping the name of God holy in your lives? 

 Answers will vary. 

 

Since God is one who does not tolerate the unclean, how do we come before God without punishment?  

Are we clean or unclean?  How/Why?  Cf. Gal 3:27ff.  What is the response of God to those who 

approach him in uncleanness still today? 

 We are clean because we have put on Christ.  He is our cleanness.  Without him we cannot approach God. 

 

Week 11 Tuesday Leviticus 23:1-25:55 
What do the festivals reflect?  Why are these days kept special?  How do these days relate to us? Cf. 

Colossians 2:16-17.  How does the church year relate to these days?  What connections are there? 

The church year is certainly connected in the Passover and Pentecost.  Beyond this, we see connections in 

the remembrance of God’s acts in history.  The first semester is the semester of the Lord as we remember 

what the Father has done (Christmas), what the Son has done (Easter), and what the Spirit has done 

(Pentecost). 

 

The instructions seem intended to help the people remember the blessings of God in history. 

 

The punishment for sin that is presented in Leviticus 24 is severe.  Why?  What does this tell us about 

sin?  Why does Jesus make the statement he does in Matthew 5:38-42?  What does Jesus add to the 

instructions of Leviticus 24?  How does this clarify the instructions of Leviticus 24 in a similar way that 

Matthew 5:21-37 clarifies laws of the Old Testament?  When applied to your life, which statement is 

more difficult?  Why? 

Sin is a severe issue.  It needs to be treated as a severe problem.  The statement in 5:38-42 intensifies the 

call of Leviticus 24 because it takes the call of retribution away from the desires of the individual.  It 

counters the notion of getting back at someone, as Leviticus 24 is still often seen.  Viewing it as a penalty 

for sin and not a personal vengeance issue is a challenging word. 

 

Why are the people of Israel not to be treated as slaves under the hand of another child of Israel?  How 

does this compare to the new people of Israel, the people of God?  Cf. 1 Corinthians 7:22-24. 

 The people of Israel were slaves to God.  Likewise we are slaves to God, bought with a price. 
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Week 11 Wednesday Leviticus 26:1-27:34 
In today’s reading there are clear blessings that result from obedience and clear punishment/curses that 

result from disobedience.  What is the motivation to keep God’s statutes?  Are these results the 

motivation?  Would the people be keeping the commandments and statutes if they were motivated by 

personal blessing?  What motivates you to do the will of God? 

The blessings only come from obedience.  Obedience sees God as God and does not stem from personal 

desire.  Disobedience usurps God’s role and ignores his place as God. 

 

What is the purpose of the punishments God promises upon the people if they are disobedient?  What 

words of grace are given here? 

 The punishments are to humble the people that they might return to the Lord. 

 

Week 11 Thursday Numbers 1:1-3:51 
Why are the people numbered and arranged?  Who is numbered?  How are they arranged? 

The people are numbered for battle.  Only those who are of age for battle were counted.  The Levites 

were also not counted.  They are arranged centered around the tent of meeting. 

 

How does this instruct us in our understanding of Revelation 7:1-8?  What type of army is the church 

militant, the new Israel, cf. 7:9ff.? 

The picture in Revelation is the church militant.  Yet the one who goes before the church militant is the 

Lamb who was victorious in having been slain. 

 

How were the Levites funded? 

 Rather than giving those that break the womb to the Lord the people paid a redemption price.  

 

Week 11 Friday  Numbers 4:1-6:27 
What is done in Aaron’s speaking of the Benediction?  How does this instruct us with regards to the 

conclusion of the worship service?  How does this relate to the beginning  of the worship service?  How 

does this help us understand the structure of the service? 

The service concludes with the name of the LORD being put upon us.  The service began with the name of 

the LORD as well. 

 

What provisions were made in convicting someone for adultery?  Why the caution? 

 The accusations, if there were no witnesses, needed to be tested before someone was convicted. 

 

Week 11 Saturday Numbers 7:1-8:26 
How were the Levites and their work supported?  How does that relate to the church today? 

 The Levites and the work of the tabernacle are supported by the offerings of the people. 
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Why are the Levites set apart?  Are the Levites better than the other tribes of Israel? 

 They are holy to the Lord in place of the first-born sons. 
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Week 12 

Week 12 Monday Numbers 9:1-10:36 
How does the celebration of Passover in the wilderness provide a significant event for the people of 

Israel? 

The celebration of the Passover marks a remembrance of how God delivered the people from Egypt.  This 

celebration then serves as encouragement for the people on their journey. 

 

What rhetorical benefit might the juxtaposition of the account of the Passover celebration and the 

account of the cloud/fire provide for the hearers of this text, cf. Exodus 12 and 13?  What relationship 

do the two have? 

The juxtaposition seems to extend beyond these two items and continue into the feeding in the 

wilderness along with the elders.  The connection between the cloud and the Passover seems to be God’s 

guiding hand.  I do not know if the same can be said when the broader picture is included. 

 

God led the people of Israel with his cloud by day and fire by night.  What benefits did this provide for 

the people of Israel?  Does God still provide some of these benefits to you today?  How? 

 God is with his people.  He still is with us and guides us with his Word and Sacrament. 

 

Week 12 Tuesday Numbers 11:1-12:16 
What did the people have to complain about?  What do we have to complain about?  How does the 

complaint of the people of Israel relate to our complaints? 

The people have nothing to complain about.  We have nothing to complain about.  Here we see how the 

silly the people are for complaining.  As we see this we realize the same applies for us. 

 

How does God help Moses with the task of leading the people?  How does God help us with the tasks 

that stand before us in our day-to-day lives? 

He provides 70/72 men to help him by given them the Spirit of God.  He also provides us with people to 

help us in our struggles and tasks. 

 

What does the account of Miriam and Aaron teach us?  Do we find similar problems in the church and 

world today?  What are some examples? 

Respect the positions God has given. Do not have such a high opinion of yourself.  We see this today as 

people try to usurp parents, professors, pastors, etc. 

 

Week 12 Wednesday Numbers 13:1-15:41 
What message did the spies bring back?  How did Caleb and Joshua’s message differ?  What issues were 

involved with the differing reports?  Do you face similar issues in your own decision making? 
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The land was a good land but the spies were afraid.  Caleb and Joshua trusted in the Lord to give them the 

land.  Trusting in the Lord is a serious challenge still today.  We hear people saying ‘how will we do this?’  

‘Where will the resources come from?’ 

 

How do the people respond to the reports and the interchange that follows?  How does God respond?  

How does Moses respond?  Have we heard this before?  Why can’t the people learn?  Can you relate to 

the people’s need to be reminded again and again of God’s will and mercy? 

The masses follow the fear.  God punishes.  Moses encourages God to remember his promises and leans 

on the character of God to encourage God’s mercy.  This recurring need to learn is still present for us 

today. 

Week 12 Thursday Numbers 16:1-18:32 
What lay at the heart of the people’s problem with Moses and Aaron?  Who was their problem really 

with?  Do you find yourself with a similar problem from time to time? 

The people wanted to be in control.  They did not like how God did things and they wanted to be  able to 

determine what happened. 

 

The Levites did not receive an inheritance like the other eleven tribes of Israel.  They received the tithes 

as an inheritance.  How did they use these offerings?  Why did they tithe these offerings?  What does 

this teach us as a church with regards to tithing?  Should the church ‘tithe’ the offerings received?  Why? 

 The church tithes the offerings it receives. 

 

Week 12 Friday  Numbers 19:1-20:29 
How does the Lord view death?  Why is it unclean?  How does the teaching on clean and unclean 

concerning death, et al., help us understand passages like Mark 5:1-43? 

It is the product of sin.  It is not what God intends or desires.  Jesus goes into the unclean and bridges the 

gap.  He delivers people out of the unclean and makes people clean. 

 

What was the problem with the way Moses got water out of the rock?  How was Moses acting?  How did 

God respond to his action? 

Moses hit the rock rather than speaking to it.  He seems to act out of frustration rather than the 

instructions of the Lord. 

 

What happens to Miriam and Aaron?  What will happen to Moses?  Who will lead the people into the 

promised land?  Who always was leading the people?  Does your journey always go the way you plan?  

Who leads you? 

 The leadership seems to be dying.  Nonetheless, God will lead his people.  He also leads us. 

 

Week 12 Saturday Numbers 21:1-35 
Why did the people grumble this time?  What was the result of their grumbling?  How did God show his 

mercy? 

 The people were impatient. God punished them. The people cried for mercy. God gave them mercy. 
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Do we grumble for similar reasons?  What is the result of our grumbling?  How does God show his mercy 

to us, cf. John 3:14ff.? 

 As Moses lifted up the serpent, so the Son of Man must be lifted up. 

 

Why did the people go around Edom, but not the region of the Amorites?  How does this relate to Amos 

1:11f.?  What assures the people of success in their battles? 

The Edomites and the Moabites and Ammonites are the relatives of Israel.  Edom is Israel’s brother and 

Lot was Abraham’s nephew and the father/grandfather of the Ammonites and Moabites. 
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Week 13 

Week 13 Monday Numbers 22:1-25:18 
What does the account of Balaam teach us about God?  What does the account teach us about God’s 

relation to the nations?  What does it teach us about God’s promises/blessings?  How is this a comfort 

to you? 

God is the God of all people.  The ‘chosen’ness of the people of Israel did not mean that God was  not the 

God of all humanity.  Certainly all humanity does not worship him, but he is God over all. God’s relation to 

Balaam reflects this. 

 

The account also illustrates that God keeps his promises.  While we see later in this reading that he is 

willing to turn from his wrath, the account of Balaam illustrates that God does not turn from his promises. 

 

What do the events that took place with the Baal of Peor teach us?  How do 2 Corinthians 6:14ff. and 1 

Corinthians 10:14-22 relate to this event?  What is involved with unequal yoking?  What is involved in 

whoring with the daughters of Moab?  Do we have this problem today?  How?  When? 

Whoring with the daughters of Moab deals with syncretism.  It deals with merging the faith with that 

which is other than the faith.  The practice of syncretism is still present today.  While we do not always 

see such a blatant act as we see with the Baal of Peor, we certainly see acts of syncretism nonetheless.  A 

blatant example would be for people of the Christian faith to begin following the beliefs of Islam and 

trying to say both are perfectly fine religions that provide equal benefit.  We also can see it more subtly, 

when the individualism of our culture is ordained as Christian or when the humanism of our culture 

begins to drive our understanding of theology. The relativism of our current culture that seeks to 

marginalize the truth contributes to this. 

 

Week 13 Tuesday Numbers 26:1-27:23 
Why are the people numbered again?  How does this numbering relate to the numbering earlier in the 

book of numbers?  What lessons are taught here?  How does this relate to your own journey? 

The numberings serve as brackets to their journey from Sinai to the entrance of the Promised Land.  The 

numbers illustrate God’s faithfulness to the people as he continued to preserve them in the wilderness 

and prosper them.  While the numbers are a little lower overall than in the first numbering it is important 

to recognize that only two or three out of the previous group were still alive at this point.  This illustrates 

another point; while the people failed in the journey God still was faithful. Finally, they are also numbered 

to determine how the inheritance would be distributed. 

 

This lesson gives us confidence and humility on the journey.  It gives us confidence as we trust in God to 

provide for us and be faithful to his promises.  It makes us humble because it reminds us that the impetus 

that drives the promise belongs to God; it is not our own. 

 

What provisions does God give for the daughters of Zelophehad?  What does this teach us about God? 

He provides them with an inheritance, even though their situation does not fall under the provided 

program.  This illustrates the flexibility of God as he recognizes such situations as these and provides for 
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the meeting of these needs.  This is encouraging to know that the black and white lines that are often 

drawn can be changed to address special situations, i.e. it leaves room for God’s grace. 

 

What does the succession of Moses illustrate?  What comfort does this provide? 

It illustrates that God does what he says and that he is able to lead with Joshua just as with Moses.  It is 

God who leads; he is the one that matters.  This is comforting for congregations in transition. 

Week 13 Wednesday Numbers 28:1-30:16 
Here we see again the system of sacrifices for daily, weekly, monthly, and yearly offerings.  How does a 

verse such as Hosea 6:6 relate to the instructions in these chapters?  What is sacrifice supposed to be?  

What is sacrifice not? 

Sacrifice is supposed to be a product of the relationship God has forged with the people.  He desires for 

them to make sacrifices not out of obligation or ritual, but with meaning and devotion. 

 

The sacrificial system has been surpassed; Christ has made the final and ultimate sacrifice.  Nonetheless, 

we still make sacrifices today.  What are our sacrifices today, cf. 1 Peter 2:5 and Romans 12:1? 

Sacrifices today encompass our whole lives given to God.  We also see this more specifically as we give of 

our resources to help the church, as we sing praises to God, etc. 

 

Week 13 Thursday Numbers 31:1-54 
To what was the destruction of the Midianites a response?  Why was Balaam included in this response? 

The destruction of the Midianites seems to be in response to the unholy union of sons of Israel to the 

daughters of Moab.  Balaam was included with the men.  No other reason is given for his inclusion.  The 

inclusion of Balaam in the account of destruction could be just a point of connection that recalls for the 

hearer the account of Balak and Balaam. 

 

Why were the people instructed to destroy or purify everything?  What purpose might be served by 

this?  Are there times when you should get rid of something(s) for a similar end, cf. Mark 9:42-48?  Is 

there something that falls under this category right now? 

Given the explicit call to destroy the women, some of whom led the sons of Israel astray, one recognizes 

that a purpose for the total destruction might be purification and prevention of being led by the 

Midianites to sin again in the future.  In our own lives we have times where we need to rid ourselves of 

things that lead us into temptation and sin. 

 

Week 13 Friday  Numbers 32:1-34:29 
The distribution of the land surrounds the recounting of Israel’s journey.  What does this bracket do?  

What does it teach us?  How does it encourage us? 

The juxtaposition provides the big picture in summary: God made promise to his people.  God is fulfilling 

that promise.  It provides perspective on the faithfulness of God throughout the years of wanderings and 

reminds us that God is faithful; he will keep his promises to us as well. 
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Week 13 Saturday Numbers 35:1-36:13 
What distinctions are given in addressing the killing of another person?  What is required prior to the 

punishment of a murderer?  Who executes the punishment?  Why?  How? 

The person who killed knowingly and intentionally is a murderer.  The person who killed without intent is 

a person who can flee to the city of refuge for trial and safety.  The avenger of blood executes the 

punishment.  He executes judgment not out of hatred but out of justice (if he does it out of hatred he 

seems to fall under the description of 35:20). 

 

What does the complexity of the rules teach us about God?  Why are there so many exceptions or 

provisions? 

 God recognizes the complexity of the life and addresses that in his instructions for governance.  

 

Week 14 

Week 14 Monday Deuteronomy 1:1-46 
What is the context of the book of Deuteronomy? 

The book is a speech made by Moses on the east side of the Jordan.  Moses begins his speech with a 

recounting of the journeys through the wilderness.  He recounts both God’s care and discipline as well as 

the people’s failures. 

 

Why does Moses provide the background found in chapter 1 to start his speech?  How might this 

background be helpful for the people as they enter the Promised Land?  Cf. 1 Corinthians 10:1-13.  

When do you need similar reminding?  Where do you get those reminders? 

The background provides a reminder of how the people’s parents and grandparents failed in the 

wilderness.  God was faithful, but the people ignored/forgot what he had done.  The reminder encourages 

the people not to fall away.  It reminds them of the failure of their parents; it reminds them of the success 

of their God.  As Paul reminds the Corinthians, we realize that we too need a reminder from time to time. 

 

Week 14 Tuesday Deuteronomy 2:1-37 
This chapter calls to mind the journey from Kadesh Barnea to the land of the Amorites.  As it does, it 

reminds us of the stories of Esau and Lot’s two daughters that we read in Genesis.  What does this 

chapter teach the people of Israel about the promised possession that God is about to give to the 

people of Israel?  How is this instructive for the people as they enter the Land? 

The chapter teaches the people that God is faithful to his promises.  When he gives a possession he does 

not dispossess them for no reason.  These words instruct the people of Israel to trust God and his 

promises; they instruct them to heed the word of the Lord as they enter the Land. 

 

How are the instructions given concerning Edom, Moab, and Ammon instructive for us in our lives with 

regard to the promise God has given us? 
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We take comfort in and confidence from the faithfulness of God.  We know that he will keep his promises 

and so we can trust in them and live by them. 

 

Week 14 Wednesday Deuteronomy 3:1-29 
How were the battles against King Sihon (chapter 2) and King Og used to instruct Joshua as he led the 

people into Promised Land?  How do they instruct us in the face of the challenges we encounter in our 

lives? 

The victories over King Sihon and King Og give Joshua courage and confidence as they face the challenges 

entering into the Promised Land.  God fights for them.  We too, in the face of the challenges of our lives, 

can claim confidence and no fear as God has fought and won the victory for us; he remains on our side. 

 

How does God have mercy on Moses? 

 He lets Moses at least see the Promised Land. 

 

Week 14 Thursday Deuteronomy 4:1-49 
Why does God give the commands and statutes to the people?  Why does Moses encourage the people 

to listen to the statutes? 

Dt 4:9 “Lest you forget the things your eyes have seen.”  Dt 4:35b “that you might know that the LORD is 

God.”  The instructions helped the people’s relationship with God be maintained.  Moses did not want 

another Baal of Peor to happen, cf. Numbers 25. 

 

What have we seen and/or heard?  What has God given us to help us remember what we have seen 

and/or heard?  Do we need admonition like Moses gives here to the people? 

 

 

Why did so much attention need to be given to the instructions concerning idols?  Do people still 

worship creation over the creator today?  How?  Do we sometimes fall into this trap still today? 

It is so easy to begin to grab hold of what is seen and put your trust in it, even if it makes no sense, cf. 

Isaiah 44:9-20; Romans 1:24-25. 

 

Week 14 Friday  Deuteronomy 5:1-33 
What does Moses do in 5:3?  What truth does this present?  Why is this important for the people to 

remember? 

Moses recognizes that their fathers were the ones who received the teaching at Horeb. Nonetheless the 

covenant is theirs as well.  It was made with them.  This illustrates the corporate reality that links the two.  

This reminds the people that the commands are theirs as well; it reminds them that they are the people 

of God and have been called to live as the people of God. 

 

Are we connected to these words?  Could Moses say still today that it was not our fathers that these 

words were given to, but to us?  Why or why not? 
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We have been connected to Christ.  Through him we are the new Israel.  As such, we are connected to the 

promises of God given to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, cf. Galatians 3:7-9.  Yet as this connection is 

recognized we realize that the law has been made complete by Jesus.  He fulfilled the law and thus the 

relationship is different for us, the new Israel, than for the old Israel. We live in the freedom of the 

Gospel, the freedom that spurs us on to do the will of God; there is no fear of not doing the commands of 

God.  There are however repercussions to not heeding the words, e.g. falling away, getting distracted, etc. 

 

Week 14 Saturday Deuteronomy 6:1-25 
What were the people of Israel to orient their lives around?  What all were they instructed to do so that 

this would happen?  What do we do, to keep our lives properly oriented? 

The people of Israel were to orient their lives around God, the only God.  Their teaching of these things in 

their households, their binding of them on their hand, and their writing them on their doorposts all help 

keep God and his teaching in the forefront of their lives.  We seek to do the same through Bible study, 

devotions, worship, etc.  Unfortunately, it is easy to disorient ourselves. This calls for help from others 

such as the pastor along with other fellow brothers and sisters in Christ. They can refocus our direction. 

 

What danger does plenty pose?  Do we see this in today’s society? 

The text warns about getting happy with all the gifts they have been given and forgetting who gave those 

gifts.  This is something that happens very frequently in today’s society.  We grow to expect things and we 

look to ourselves and others to provide those things.  We often forget to thank the one who gives us all 

that is good. 

Week 15 

Week 15 Monday Deuteronomy 7:1-26 
What is the goal of total destruction?  How real of a danger is God’s concern?  Should the influence of a 

spouse and/or friends be a concern still today?  Can you think of examples of this concern coming to 

fruition?  How often do we notice the concern coming to fruition; is this the underlying problem? 

The goal of total destruction is to prevent the ideas and ways of the people of the Land from influencing 

the people of Israel and leading them away from the sole worship of the one true God. This is clearly a 

real danger because it came to fruition when the people did not follow God’s instructions. 

 

The concern is still real today. Friends, spouses, and children can lead you astray. It can be easy to accept 

a belief when you care about someone and don’t want them to be out of bounds in their thinking. It is 

hard to risk the temporal relationship in seeking to help your loved one see the eternal truth. In additional 

to the emotional attachment that is present, there is the added difficulty of the gradual assimilation of 

false doctrine. When things are just a little wrong, it is easy to say that that is basically right. Gradually this 

teaching becomes normal in your mind and you tolerate a little more wrong and so on. As a result, 

sometimes we do not notice that we are falling into the trap of being pulled away from the true faith. 
 

What does Moses teach the people about perspective on the question of self-esteem?  Is Moses 

concerned about self-esteem?  How does this reality instruct us when we discuss our society’s concern 

about self-esteem?  What is far more important for us to emphasize with people than self-esteem? 
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Moses provides a reality check for the people here.  He reminds them that God’s love and protection is 

not about them, it is about God.  He does it out of his faithfulness to his promise not because this people 

is big or strong.  Moses teaches the people that their trust is not in themselves or whether they are 

adequate or good enough; their trust is in God and his loving kindness. 
 

Likewise today as we face a society concerned about self-esteem we do not help the situation by  feeding 

the fire. Self-esteem will always fail. God-esteem does not. This is the emphasis of the Christian. It is not 

about how good we are; it is about how great our God is.  He is sufficient in spite of ourselves. This 

provides hope that is worth something. 
 

Week 15 Tuesday Deuteronomy 8:1-20 
Why does the Lord discipline the people of Israel?  Why does he discipline us? 

Discipline helps them and us stay humbled and focused on the one who gives them help. God wants them 

to know that they do not live on bread alone but on every word that proceeds from the mouth of God. 

Jesus reminds the devil of this truth as he is tested in the wilderness. This being focused and humbled is a 

truth that stands for us as well. 
 

How do we know when we are being disciplined? 

As we study the Word and live lives oriented around God we are able to approach these questions with a 

proper perspective.  But in the end, it is not a matter that we can discern with a check list.  Rather, it is a 

matter we keep as a possibility and test whether it applies to a particular situation. 

 

Here again we hear the call not to forget.  Here again we realize how frequently we need to be reminded 

and shown all that God has done for us. 

 
 

Week 15 Wednesday Deuteronomy 9:1-10:22 
Deuteronomy 9:6 is the epitome of a call to humility.  Why does Moses need to be so forthright?  Is this 

situation true for us?  Do we need to be reminded of that from time to time? 

The trap of pride and self-assurance is easy to fall into.  Moses needed to be bold in speaking to the 

people because it is easy to forget the failures and point people to what we have done or how long we 

have done it.  It is easy to take credit for success that is not yours and forget that it is all a gift from God.  

We too need to be reminded of this. 

 

What brackets the history lesson?  How does this inform our reception of the reminder of all the reasons 

for the people of Israel to be humble?  How does this instruct us for how we address people in need of 

humility? 

The recollection of the people of Israel’s failures is bracketed by the giving of the covenant by God.  It is 

further bracketed by the exhortation to remember all that God has done.  Here we see the appropriate 

balance to humbling someone.  We are to bring them down, but we are also to raise them up.  We are to 

take away their false hope in themselves; we are to give them true hope in God.  This is the goal of the 

text: To focus the people on their God. 
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Week 15 Thursday Deuteronomy 11:1-12:32 
In Deuteronomy 11:26 we see the mentioning of blessings and curses.  What is the nature of this 

relationship?  Are blessings the product of works?  Are curses the product of works?  How does the 

beginning of chapter eleven relate to this discussion? 

The very nature of the relationship is one that has been established by God.  He forged the relationship be 

his acts.  He has promised to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob blessing. This promise we see partially fulfilled in 

10:22: “and now the Lord your God has made you as numerous as the stars of heaven.”  Life within this 

relationship is one filled with blessing. Outside of this relationship is life without the blessings of the 

relationship.  Thus God brings us into relationship and thus brings us into blessings.  Living in that 

relationship we keep living in the blessings of it. When we break that relationship we receive the benefits 

of broken relationship, i.e. the curses promised. 
 

In this chapter we also see the emphasis on a centralized place of worship.  This centrality of worship 

lies in contrast to the practice of the people in the Land prior to them.  What is the reasoning for this 

centrality of worship?  Does it relate to congregational worship on Sundays?  Does it relate to the 

centralized location for worship found in Revelation? 

The emphasis here seems to be on distinguishing between the worship of the people of Israel and the 

worship of the people that preceded them.  Centralized worship will come once there is rest and will bring 

the people together around the one location and the one faith (in contrast to everyone doing what is right 

in their own eyes, cf. 12:8).  This reasoning for centralized worship has some connection to congregational 

worship, i.e. people coming together united in their common faith, but there are some distinct differences 

(congregational structure lacks centrality). We certainly see the common central location more clearly in 

the new heavens and new earth as the people worship the Lamb on the throne. 
 

Week 15 Friday  Deuteronomy 13:1-18 

The people of Israel were not to tolerate those who sought to lead them astray seeking to turn them 

away from the one true God.  How does this intolerance teach us what the future people of God will 

look like? Cf. Revelation 21:27. 

The new Jerusalem coming down out of heaven will not have anything unclean in it nor anyone who does 

what is detestable.  The city will no longer have the issue of broken relationships causing difficulties. The 

people of Israel, and the life they were supposed to live, was a shadow of this reality. 
 

Week 15 Saturday Deuteronomy 14:1-15:23 

How does the practice of exchanging the tithe of animals for its monetary equivalence relate to our 

offerings today?  How does this affect our understanding of what we tithe? 

Today, our resources are largely measured monetarily.  Nonetheless, we have resources that are  not 

monetary resources.  This passage illustrates here that non-monetary resources are tithed as well.  It also 

shows that making the translation into money is acceptable.  This reminds us that we are called to be 

stewards of all our gifts and offer them up to God.  We are not just to tithe our monetary resources. 
 

What care is to be given for the poor in the Land?  What motivates this care?  How does this help our 

understanding of the statements of Deuteronomy 15:4, 11? 

The people were not to harden their hearts against the poor of the Land.  Instead they were to care for 

them and give to them sufficient for their need (15:8).  This giving was motivated by the abundance with 
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which God had blessed the giver (15:10).  Thus as the people share their blessings, they help each other 

and help each other with their needs. 

 

Week 16 

Week 16 Monday Deuteronomy 16:1-17:20 
Here as we read the instructions about the feasts that are to be celebrated we noticed the emphasis on 

the “place the LORD will choose.”  Why the reference to this now?  Why was this not part of the 

instructions before, cf. Leviticus 23?  What is Moses doing here that is different than what he was doing 

in the prior presentations of these instructions concerning feasts? 

Here we see the transition from the mobile life to a more settled life. As the people will enter the land, 

they will settle down and find rest. In this context they are to establish a place of central worship, cf. 

Deuteronomy 12:5-7. Before, they were still to celebrate these feasts, but because they were not yet 

settled they worshipped in the tabernacle/tent of meeting. 

 

Are we a people at rest today?  How does the present text relate to our worship?  How does the 

centrality of worship, as presented here, relate to our own faith life? 

We are a people journeying to the Promised Land. We have not yet reached our destination. As a result, 

we are yet to worship in the New Jerusalem where there is no need for a temple because the Lord God 

the Almighty and the Lamb are the temple. Instead, as we journey we center around the Word and 

Sacraments, the marks of the church. Here in these we know that God is with us and we know that he is 

working. 

 

Another issue that stems from this is the tendency that some have to say that I get more out of being in 

nature (or another place) than going to church. ‘I feel more spiritual there’ is a phrase that might be used.  

While nature is a gift from God and certainly a beneficial part of our lives, replacing the public gathering 

around Word and Sacraments (wherever that might be) with ‘alternatives’ is not what we are called to do.  

Just as the people even in transit were given prescriptions for worship and congregating, we too are called 

not to neglect the preaching of the Word and the gift of the Sacraments; we are called not to neglect the 

building up of our brothers and sisters in Christ through our corporate worship. 

 

Week 16 Tuesday Deuteronomy 18:1-19:21 
The text points to a prophet who will be like Moses.  This points the people forward to new prophetic 

leadership.  Who did the LORD raise up that was like Moses?  How many prophets fit this description?  If 

the people do not fit this description are they not real prophets?  Cf. Acts 3:22-26; John 8:28. 

Jesus was raised up; he was the prophet like Moses.  There have been other prophets, but Jesus is the 

Prophet.  The other prophets spoke the Word of the Lord, and thus real prophets, but they were not the 

Prophet. 

 

Why are there boundary concerns presented here? Why are the boundaries so important? Consider the 

relationship of Leviticus 25:23-34 to this passage. What would be a comparable act in our own lives? 
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The Land was God’s gift to the people. It was their inheritance. Thus the giving away or taking away of the 

Land was an offense to the inheritance God set in place. A comparable act might be the selling of the 

inheritance of faith for monetary gain. 

 

Week 16 Wednesday Deuteronomy 20:1-21:23 
Why were the people of Israel instructed to act different in war against the people of the Land, e.g., 

Hivites, Jebusites, Canaanites, etc. than against the others they would battle? Cf. 20:18. 

They were to rid any remnants of the former ways of life and seek to prevent the penetration of these 

God displeasing practices among the people of Israel as they enter the Land. 

 

What are the people not concerned about as they go into battle? 

They are not concerned about the number of people they have going into battle. Rather the more 

significant thing is that God is on their side. 

 

Why are they allowed to cut down some trees but not others?  What is not the goal of laying siege? 

This is not a salt the earth policy. They strictly are using the land to win victory while they also preserve it 

for future use. 

 

How does 21:22-23 help us appreciate the sacrifice of Jesus and Philippians 2:6-11?  How does this help 

us as we face humiliation because of the faith? 

Jesus’ sacrifice was great.  He went from the honored one to the cursed one.  Nonetheless, he made the 

sacrifice for us.  Likewise we should be willing to suffer humiliation for the sake of others and the 

proclamation of the faith. 

 

Week 16 Thursday Deuteronomy 22:1-23:25 
What is a recurring reason for the punishment for crimes? What is the rationale for not allowing some 

people into the presence of the assembly of the LORD? 

 The evil must be purged out of the presence. God is righteous and does not tolerate evil. 
 

How can we stand before a God who is so righteous and so intolerant of the evil/unclean? Will there be 

any evil/unclean in the new Jerusalem? 

We stand before God clothed in Christ. In his garments we are clean. On the last day this will be our ticket 

into the new Jerusalem. No unclean thing will enter its walls. 

 

Week 16 Friday  Deuteronomy 24:1-22 
Why does God instruct the people not to oppress the people who are in a position that can be 

oppressed? 

 The people know what it is like to be oppressed and they should not want that for others. 

 

We have not been slaves in Egypt.  Does this instruction not to oppress relate to us? 
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While we have not been slaves in Egypt, we have been slaves to sin.  Furthermore, Jesus makes clear that 

care for those in need is appropriate action for all of us.  We should approach situations with appropriate 

humility caring for those in need. 

 

Week 16 Saturday Deuteronomy 25:1-26:19 
How does Scripture interpret Deuteronomy 25:4?  Cf. 1 Corinthians 1-14; 1 Timothy 5:17-18.  What does 

Deuteronomy 25:4 teach us? 

Scriptures illustrate that the passage should be understood in a broad and basic sense of not keeping a 

worker from its/his/her rightful compensation. 
 

How are the people instructed with regards to dishonest business practices?  How does the text refer to 

these practices?  Do we in our society take this view of dishonest business practice? 

These practices are an abomination to the LORD.  I believe our society is willing to say that these practices 

are bad, as long as they are being hurt by them.  Unfortunately, it does not seem to be as grievous an 

activity when it doesn’t ‘hurt’ us. 

 

What was the rationale that the people were supposed to give when they gave their firstfruits?  How 

does this instruct us in our firstfruit giving? 

Giving is motivated by the graciousness of God.  Firstfruits giving is giving in response to God’s gracious 

gifts. 

 

Week 17 

Week 17 Monday Deuteronomy 27:1-26 
Why the instructions to place the sign up on Mt. Ebal?  If we lived in a Christian society, where would 

the appropriate place for such a sign be? 

 The sign would serve as a reminder to the people of who they are and what that looks like. 

 

Why the geographic distance between the blessings and curses?  Do we always recognize the distinction 

between the two in our lives, or do we often blend them together? 

 The distinct locations illustrate the divide between the two lives.  These are two distinct courses. 

 

Week 17 Tuesday Deuteronomy 28:1-68 
How would you describe the blessings presented in Deuteronomy 28? 

 The blessings are essentially the perfect life in which everything goes your way. 

 

How would you describe the curses presented in Deuteronomy 28?  Do these curses remind you of 

anything, cf. the time in Egypt/the Exodus and the exile? 
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The curses are as all-encompassing badness as the blessings were all encompassing goodness. The curses 

reflect the punishment that the Egyptians incurred as well as the punishment that fell upon the people of 

Israel as they were taken into exile. 

 

 

Week 17 Wednesday Deuteronomy 29:1-29 
What are the implications of verse 15?  Who all is included in this covenant? 

It is difficult to provide a definitive answer to this question.  What seems to be the most natural  way of 

taking would be as including future generations, cf. the statement of Acts 2:39. Would it include everyone 

that is connected to the promise of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob? Are we included? This specificity is much 

more difficult and depends on what is to be understood as the substance of the covenant. We are 

certainly included as Abraham’s offspring because we are children of faith, cf. Galatians 3:7-9. But this 

promise to which we are connected is not connected to the Land per se, it is connected to the Promised 

Land, i.e. eternal life/the new Jerusalem. 

 

What does 29:29 teach us about the study of history?  How is this instruction helpful for our daily walk 

with God? 

This passage teaches us to learn from others mistakes and not to fall into their traps.  Sometimes it is 

learning from our own mistakes.  Regardless, it is helpful for us in our walk as we avoid more and more 

the pitfalls that inhibit and endanger the faith. 

 

Week 17 Thursday Deuteronomy 30:1-20 
Moses presents to the people two options: life and death.  What is life for these people?  What is death? 

Dt 30:20 reminds us that God is their life.  Life is that relationship with God.  Life in relationship is blessed.  

Life outside of that relationship is death. Acting in unbelief and contrary to God’s will is death and reaps 

the benefits of death. 

 

What is life for us?  What is death?  How does this text give us perspective on what we should be looking 

for in blessing?  How often do we confuse this with our world’s perspective on the matter? 

The two are the same: life is relationship with God, death is lack thereof. It is a distinction oriented 

around God, not personal feelings or desires. 

 

Week 17 Friday  Deuteronomy 31:1-30 
What comfort does Moses provide the people as they have transition in leadership?  How does this help 

the people as they cross the Jordan? 

Moses reminds the people that the LORD will go before them into the Land.  He will not leave them nor 

forsake them. This promise gives the people confidence. 

 

Do we share this comfort with the people of Israel? Cf. Matthew 28:20b.  How do these words 

encourage us as we journey through life? 

We do share the comfort with the people of Israel. Our Lord is with us and continues to lead us. This 

promise is encouraging for us and enable us to persevere through difficulties and persecution. 
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What functions are the Book of the Law intended to serve?  Did/does it fulfill these functions? 

The Book of the Law is intended to instruct the people in the way of the Lord; it is to provide a witness 

against the people when they disobey; and it reminds them of who the Lord is and who they are. We see 

these functions being served as the prophets refer back to the Law/Torah/Instruction to bear witness 

against their sins; as the prophets remind the people of the promises of God; and as the prophets instruct 

the people to move in a different direction. 

 

How high are the hopes for the people of Israel as they enter the Land?  What does this teach us? 

The hopes for the people are not high. This bleak picture suggests that maybe the people of Israel going 

into the Land is not the end of the story. 

 

Week 17 Saturday Deuteronomy 32:1-52 
What is the goal of the warning?  Is this warning necessary? 

The goal of the warning is to help people remember that God is God; they should not stray away. Clearly 

the warning is necessary because it did not take long for the people to stray. 

 

Do we have difficulty with this reality today?  How easy is it for us to stray from God and put ourselves 

or our ‘ideals’ in the place of God and the teaching of his Word?  How easy is it for us to have the culture 

dictate our thinking rather than being instructed by our God?  What are some examples that you can 

think of? 

 

How does 32:39 provide us an important key to a proper perspective on God’s actions in Israel’s history?  

In our own history? 

God kills and makes alive.  The sin must die, new life must be given.  This is seen in the call of Isaiah to 

preach judgment until only a stump remains.  This teaching lies behind the exiles. Likewise in our history, 

we have died in our baptisms, cf. Romans 6:3-4, and have been raised in them. We continue to daily die to 

our old sinful self and rise to our new life in Christ. 

Week 18 

Week 18 Monday Deuteronomy 33:1-29 
What do the blessings and the stanzas surrounding the blessings illustrate/teach about the relationship 

between the LORD and the people of Israel? 

The LORD is king of the people. He provides for them; he is their help. The blessings call upon the LORD to 

provide for the people the blessings of productive land, right sacrifice, strength, and safety. 

 

When you look for successful living, to whom do you turn? 

Ideally we would say God.  He alone provides success.  Unfortunately, we see the reality that often we 

look to improved productivity, better discipline, etc. as the answer. We look to ourselves for help in a 

‘successful’ life and not God. This text reminds us to look only to God for ‘success’. [This is not to deny 
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that God uses our improved productivity and better discipline to provide. It is to say that he is the one 

providing.] 

Week 18 Tuesday Deuteronomy 34:1-12 
Is there any significance to the fact that Moses was buried opposite Beth Peor (the House of Peor)? 

I don’t know. It is possible it draws attention to the people of Israel’s failure concerning the Baal of Peor.  

This failure highlights the failure of the people and the failure of Moses which prevents him from entering 

the promised land. 

 

How does this ending provide a proper conclusion to the book of Deuteronomy?  The Book of 

Moses/the Book of the Law/the Torah? 

Here the time of Moses ends and the movement into the promised land is about to begin.  The death of 

Moses ends a major stage in the life of the people of Israel. As the end of Genesis leads into the book of 

Exodus, here at the end of Deuteronomy we are moved into the next stage, the book of Joshua. 

 

Are there times in your life when you could relate to Moses, i.e., when you were stuck not experiencing 

the fruition of your labors?  How does Moses respond to this reality?  How do you? 

Well, Moses dies. He gives the speech that is the book of Deuteronomy and passes on the leadership to 

Joshua. Moses did not pout or refuse to help the new leadership, he prepared the people for the 

transition and blessed the new leadership. He looked out and saw the Land. While he did not experience 

the promise, he knew it would be.  So too in our lives we seek to look at the bigger picture. We ought to 

look at God’s plans and trust his guidance. We may not see the fruition of our efforts, but that our efforts 

are helping along the way is enough for us. We are people of God; we serve God. We do not seek our own 

gratification. Moses illustrates this attitude of service as he clings to and lives and dies by the promises of 

God. 

 

Week 18 Wednesday Joshua 1:1-18 
Be strong and courageous! These words are repeated at 1:6,7,9 and 18. These words instruct the people 

to go forth into the land in confidence. They direct the people to trust in the presence of God as he goes 

with them and fights for them. Are these difficult instructions for the people of Israel? Are they difficult 

for us? 

The encouragement to be strong and courageous is very difficult. It is easy for Christians to fold in the face 

of pressure. It is easy for Christians to give in because of what other people think or might think. We 

struggle with this greatly. For this reason, these words are a helpful reminder. 

 

Why the intimate link between being strong and courageous and doing the commands of the Lord?  Is 

this true in our own lives? 

The doing the will of the Lord is related to trusting in Him. It is out of fear that we deny the Word  and 

succumb to the pressures of our culture. Thus we need reminding: God is with you… 
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Week 18 Thursday Joshua 2:1-24 
How does the account of Rahab inform us as we read the genealogy of Jesus in Matthew 1?  What does 

it teach us about the people who were part of the genealogy? 

Rahab is one of four women included in the genealogy. She is intentionally mentioned in the genealogy.  

This mentioning is in spite of the fact she was a foreigner and a prostitute. Her inclusion commends her 

kindness and it reveals that God can and does use those outside the chosen people to do his work. In 

addition, he uses sinners. We noticed a similar reality with the inclusion of Tamar.  Cf. Genesis 38.  

 

Notice how the people of the land melt at the sound of what the LORD has done.  Here is evidence that 

the message of the deliverance of Egypt did produce results among the nations.  Furthermore, we see 

that Rahab recognized it was the LORD who was with them.  How does the recognition of the LORD’s 

work offer encouragement to the people of Israel?  How does it offer encouragement to us? 

The Lord is powerful and his work communicates to the nations.  We do not need to fear the nations or 

what might happen to us in life.  We also do not need to fear the task of witnessing.  The work of the Lord 

bears witness in itself. The Lord certainly uses us to communicate that work, but he is the one who causes 

his Word to grow among the people. This is encouraging in our witness. 

 

Week 18 Friday  Joshua 3:1-5:12 
These verses provide a conclusion to the wanderings of the wilderness.  Notice how the crossing of the 

Jordan ends the journey begun by the crossing of the Red Sea.  Notice how the new generation starts 

fresh and is circumcised fresh.  Notice how the manna ends after they celebrate the Passover one last 

time.  Notice how they set up stones to remember their entrance, to remember the end of their journey 

through the wilderness.  To what is this event similar, cf. 4:6?  Why the instruction to remember?  What 

does this event mean for the people?  What does it mean for us? 

The event is similar to the Passover. Both events remind the people that God is faithful; he does what he 

says. This is a source of encouragement and focus in the people’s lives and ours. 

 

Week 18 Saturday Joshua 5:13-7:26 
How did the people get into Jericho? 

 God let them in as the wall collapsed. 

 

What happened when the people of Israel fought in Ai?  How had the tables turned from the situation at 

2:9? 

 The people of Israel’s hearts had melted.  They were afraid and not their enemies. 

 

Whom did the sin of Achan affect?  Why? 

The sin of Achan affected his family (they will killed) and all of the people of Israel (they were defeated as 

they attacked Ai.  The entire people of Israel were counted guilty for the guilt of Achan. This demonstrates 

the solidarity of the people. This is the corporate reality that is present in the Scriptures.  We see this also 

in a passage such as Romans 5:12-17. 
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Do we act like Achan sometimes?  Do we think we can get away with something we know is wrong?  

Whom do we affect when we do such things? 

 

How does the defeat of Jericho encourage us?  How does it give us strength as we face challenging 

tasks? 

 It reminds us that God is bigger than our problems; he can help us. 
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Week 19 

Week 19 Monday Joshua 8:1-9:27 
What functions did the altar on Mount Ebal serve?  Cf. Deuteronomy 27.  What do we have that serves 

as Mount Ebal in our lives, in our conquest? 

Mount Ebal served as an altar to the Lord. It highlighted the blessings and curses iterated in the law of 

Moses. It provided a proclamation for the conquest that reminded the people of Israel of the centrality of 

God in this conquest. He is Lord; he provides the victory; he guides and directs them in all their coming in 

and going out. 

 

How did deception play out for the people of Israel?  At what point did the people of Israel fail that the 

covenant with the Gibeonites resulted?  How do we do at consulting God in our life decisions? 

Deception seemed to work well in the defeat of Ai (when God instructed their ways); it failed in the 

covenant with the Gibeonites (when they failed to heed the instructions of God). The failure came in the 

leaders’ failure to consult God about the covenant with Gibeon. Ironically, textually the event that 

immediately precedes the deception is the placing of the altar on Mount Ebal. The leaders almost 

immediately (textually speaking) failed to heed these instructions. 

 

Week 19 Tuesday Joshua 10:1-43 
In chapter ten Joshua and the people of Israel defeat many rulers and cities. The sun and the moon 

stand still for battle at the command of Joshua. How were Joshua and the people so successful? What 

does the text hold up as the key? 

 “The LORD God of Israel fought for Israel.” 10:42, cf. also 10:14.  He is the one who gives the victory. 

 

 

How does this key encourage us and instruct us in your life? 

 

 

Week 19 Wednesday Joshua 11:1-12:24 
Follow the sequence of the people of Israel’s enemies.  What has changed about the enemies during this 

conquest?  How has that affected the battles?  What does that teach us about the situation? 

The battles continued to get more challenging from a military standpoint.  The enemies’ numbers seemed 

to grow and grow.  In chapter eleven the number increased to the point it was like the number of sands 

on the seashore.  Yet in the face of the increasing number, the challenge was no more. The LORD 

instructed Joshua to not be afraid; the LORD gave them into the hands of the people of Israel. The LORD 

brought victory; it was not about who had more warriors. 
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When do you face ‘battles’ in life? Physical ‘battles’? Mental ‘battles’? Spiritual ‘battles’? How do you 

face these ‘battles’? What comfort can you take from today’s reading?  What comfort should you not 

take from today’s reading? 

God helps us in our challenges. We look to him for help and he comes to our aid. Nonetheless, just 

because he helps us, does not mean that the outcome is always the outcome we want. For example, a 

person battling cancer might lose the battle. This would not suggest that God was not with this person. 

Rather it is important to trust in God for help, but not have a preconceived expectation of how God will 

provide the help. The very nature of trusting God is recognizing that the solution is God’s not yours. 

 

Week 19 Thursday Joshua 13:1-15:63 
In both 11:23 and 14:15, the land had rest from war.  What does it mean that the land has rest from 

war?  How does this relate to Romans 8:19-22? 

The creation suffers from our sin. In war, land is burned, trees are destroyed, etc. The land entails all that 

is within it. Thus not only are the trees and ground burned, but the animals are affected along with the 

people. 

 

In the midst of the presentation of the allotment of territory and the recognition of the all the territory 

that they conquered we find the request of Caleb to have the city of Hebron.  What does Caleb’s request 

by its juxtaposition to the conquest highlight?  What does it teach us? 

God fulfills the promises. As Caleb faithfully pointed out, God would give the people the land. God would 

give them victory over the Anakim. By taking Hebron, both God’s and Caleb’s faithfulness is highlighted. 

 

Week 19 Friday  Joshua 16:1-17:18 
As we hear of the continued allotments for the tribes of Israel, we continue to see the faithfulness of 

God.  We see how God has been faithful to his promises and how God has blessed the people.  Consider 

your life.  How would you record the blessings God has given you?  What would be the highlights? 

 

Week 19 Saturday Joshua 18:1-19:51 
Is there significance that the allotments to the two tribes of Joseph and the tribe of Judah were given 

first?  What might it be? 

Joseph was certainly the focal point of the promise in Genesis and Judah is certainly the tribe from which 

David and Jesus come.  Whether these are allotted first because of this is difficult to tell. 

 

Who is the firstfruits of the promised allotment for us?  Of what tribe is he? 

Jesus is the firstfruits from the dead.  He is of the tribe of Judah and the fulfillment of the promise to 

Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and Joseph. 
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Week 20 

Week 20 Monday Joshua 20:1-21:45 
Here in Joshua 20 and 21 we see the promises of God to the people of Israel, with regard to the giving of 

rest in the promised land, come to completion with the designation of the cities of refuge and the cities 

of the Levites.  What does this message do for the people of Israel?  What does it do for you? 

 The message reminds us of the faithfulness of God to his promises.  He can and does keep his promises.  

 This should provide encouragement and confidence as the people live as God’s people.  It encourages us 

 too.  For the same God who kept his promises to Israel, keeps his promises to us. 

 

Week 20 Tuesday Joshua 22:1-34 
Following the declaration of rest, the eastern tribes were free to return to their allotments.  On their 

way they set up the altar of witness.  What was the response of the rest of the tribes to this act?  How 

did they respond initially?  Did they have cause for concern?  How did they follow-up on their response?  

Was their initial response justified? 

The rest of Israel responded with anger and cries of war.  They were concerned that the eastern tribes 

were going to bring condemnation on them all.  Recognizing the past events of corporate punishment, the 

rest of Israel had reason to be concerned about such possibilities.  In fact they were responsible for seeing 

to each other’s health.  Yet, instead of immediately going to war, they sent leaders to talk with the 

eastern tribes.  This discussion revealed that the initial concerns of apostasy were not warranted. 

 

What do we learn about conflict management here?  Do we have a good example or a bad one? 

We have a fairly good example here.  The people of Israel, although responding in initial anger, took the 

time to approach the situation and discuss the matter at hand.  Upon finding out their perception was 

wrong, they removed their reproach and rejoiced with the eastern tribes.  This shows us that initial 

impressions are not always accurate and suggests that we ought to check things out before we jump to 

conclusions.  In addition, as we do so, we should be open to correction. 

 

What do we learn about concern for our brothers and sisters in Christ?  What do we learn about our 

concern for our sister congregations and other congregations in general? 

We ought to be concerned with what others teach and practice and should not act like it doesn’t  matter 

to us.  Even if they are separate entity, their impropriety or false teaching affects the whole Christian 

Church. 

 

Week 20 Wednesday Joshua 23:1-16 
Is Israel out of the woods yet?  Here we find that the people of Israel, while they have rest from their 

surrounding nations, still have some challenges within the populace.  God certainly promises to drive 

them out as well, but the people will be living among them for at least a little while longer.  What is 

Joshua’s exhortation in light of this? 

He calls them to be attentive and faithful to the teachings of God.  He warns them of the consequences of 

neglecting the ways of the Lord and following the path of the nations. 
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Do we live in this type of time?  Do we live in a time when we have been given the promise, rejoice in its 

fulfillment, but know that there is greater fulfillment that awaits?  Do we have peoples that try and lure 

us from this greater fulfillment?  What is the result of following that bait?  What should we do in 

response? 

We certainly live in a time of the now but not yet. We face many who dwell among us who try and lead us 

off the path. This is a danger and we should heed the instructions of staying in the teachings of our God as 

he shows us his promise and its fulfillment. 

Week 20 Thursday Joshua 24:1-33 
What is the connection between knowing what the LORD has done and serving him? Cf. 24:31 and 24:1-

13 juxtaposed to 24:14-28.  Is this relationship true in your life? 

Service of God is the water that flows out of the spring of God’s faithful love.  What God has done 

empowers the people to live in the relationship that God has forged.  Without this gift, the people cannot 

serve him. 

 

How does the burial of the bones of Joseph provide a proper conclusion to Genesis 50?  How does this 

provide a fitting end to Joshua? 

The burial of Joseph’s bones marks the fulfillment of the promise given to Joseph.  It ties the journey into 

Egypt together to the successful journey out of Egypt. 

Week 20 Friday Judges 1:1-36 
Judges chapter 1 continues the account of the people of Israel following the death of Joshua.  What is 

the progress of the remaining task of conquest? 

The conquest does well in some respects, but it fails in others.  We will see the reason for this in chapter 

2. 

 

What significance is there in the preeminence of Judah in this chapter?  Is this preeminence what lies 

behind this chapter preceding chapter 2 which recounts the death of Joshua? 

Judah takes the lead in the battle in response of the Lord’s call for him to lead.  This seems significant as 

the period after the judges is the period of the kings of whom the tribe of Judah figures prominently. Is 

the significance of Judah the reason why this chapter is first even though it is temporally second? I don’t 

know. 

 

King Adoni-bezek faces the law of retribution, i.e. as I did, it shall be done to me.  Do we see this 

principle elsewhere in Scriptures?  How does this principle relate to our lives? 

We do see this principle elsewhere in Scriptures. We see it frequently in the prophetic books as judgment 

is pronounced on foreign nations. We also see this principle twisted in Christ. Here he received the 

punishment for what we had done. For this mercy we give thanks. We give thanks because ultimately, in 

our own lives, we do not have to suffer the law of retribution. 

Week 20 Saturday Judges 2:1-3:6 
Here we see the continued saga of the people of Israel.  The people continue to disobey the LORD and 

this has resulted in the failure to conquer the land that we began to see in chapter 1.  What was God’s 

response to this rebellion?  Why? 



Through the Scriptures 

God did not remove the inhabitants in the land.  Rather he left the people in the land so that they would 

test the people of Israel ‘whether they will take care to walk in the way of the LORD as their fathers did or 

not.’ [2:22 ESV]  Out of mercy, when things got really bad, he also sent judges to deliver the people. 

 

How/when are you tested in life?  How do you respond?  How should you respond in the future? 

  



Through the Scriptures 

Week 21 

Week 21 Monday Judges 3:7-31 
Why did the Lord’s anger kindle against the people of Israel?  Why did the anger subside?  Do you fall 

into the trap of the people of Israel?  Why does God’s anger subside? 

The anger of the Lord burned against the people because they did what was evil in his sight. The attitude 

shifted towards mercy as the people pleaded to the Lord and his compassion shone forth. 

 

We too fall into the trap of people of Israel. We often fail and do what is evil in the sight of the LORD. This 

raises the LORD’s anger against us; we plead for mercy; and God has raised up his Son for us. His Son 

brings quiet to God’s anger by his death. 

 

What differences are present between the raising up of Othniel and Ehud? 

Othniel was raised up by the LORD and the Spirit of the LORD was upon him. He went out and the LORD 

gave Cushan-rishathaim into his hand. Ehud was raised up, but no word about the Spirit of the LORD is 

mentioned. In addition he was left-handed. The strong hand was the right hand; Benjamin’s name means 

the son of the right hand. Also, Ehud needed to use deception to attack unlike Othniel. 

 

Week 21 Tuesday Judges 4:1-5:31 
What is different about Deborah’s judgeship?  What does the text accent? 

First, in contrast to the first two judges who were raised up in response to the pleas of the people, 

Deborah is introduced with just judging Israel. Second, the text accents the fact that she was a woman.  

This reality is put in stark contrast to Barak’s failure in leadership. When he is to go into battle, he needs 

Deborah to go with him. Likewise, the task of the battle, i.e. defeat of Sisera, would be accomplished by a 

woman. The people of Israel fail to have male leadership. This is further highlighted in the song of 

Deborah and Barak. The words are spoken in what seems to be a little (or a lot of) sarcasm, cf. 5:2, 9, 13. 

“That the leaders took the lead in Israel that the people offered themselves willingly…” is stated in face of 

Barak’s unwillingness to do just that, cf. 4:8. 

 

Notice the state of Israel.  What reality is present in the song of Deborah and Barak?  Cf. 5:15-17. 

Among other things, the people of Israel are a divided people looking out for their own self-interest. They 

are not united around their God; their concerns are within their tribes. 

 

Can we relate in our current situation to the period of the judges?  How? 

 

Week 21 Wednesday Judges 6:1-8:34 
What is different about Gideon’s judgeship?  What does the text accent? 

While Gideon is called by the LORD (and clothed with the Spirit of the LORD), he does not heed the call 

willingly or believingly. He requests signs three different times, cf. 6:17, 36, 39. He destroys the altar at 

night because he was afraid. Then after his victories he made an ephod that became a snare to him and all 

of Israel. 

 



Through the Scriptures 

What is the state of Israel here? 

The LORD uses only 300 men to protect against the delusion of the people of Israel, i.e. this delusion that 

it was by their might that they won was a likely problem Israel would face. Again, there is strife among the 

tribes, cf. chapter 8.  When Gideon died, they did not show love to his family and failed to be steadfast to 

the LORD. 

 

How does God act in the midst of all of this behavior?  How does this encourage you in the midst of your 

life and its failures? 

God continues to care for his people.  He shows his might by using only 300 men for the battle. He is 

patient with Gideon giving him three signs. This is encouraging to us as we need and receive God’s 

patience and mercy in our lives. 
 

Week 21 Thursday Judges 9:1-10:18 
Where/how does Abimelech fit into the line of judges? 

He doesn’t really. He does what his father refused to do, cf. Judges 8:23, i.e., he claimed rule over the 

people. He killed the other sons of Gideon and asserted a dynastic reign by manipulating the people of 

Shechem. He thus emulates how bad things have gotten in Israel and receives the rebuke of Jotham and 

God (as Jotham’s curse is fulfilled). This section is one of failure and rebellion in between judges rather 

than part of the line of judges. Hence the brief mention of Tola and Jair before the next line of 

disobedience. 
 

What do we find out about God’s patience in chapter 10?  Why did Israel’s response produce a positive 

response from God?  What was the nature of it?  When does this happen in your life? 

God’s patience wears thin and he tells the people to go to the gods they follow when they are not hurting 

for help. At this the people realize their sin and recognize that God has the right to do and should do as he 

sees fit. Here we find true repentance and recognition of their place in relationship to God. 
 

Week 21 Friday  Judges 11:1-12:15 
What is different about the judgeship of Jephthah?  What does the text accent? 

Again, Jephthah is not raised up to be judge. He does have the Spirit of the Lord on him (11.29), but he felt 

he needed to supplement that certainty by making a vow to the LORD (11.30-31). In addition, Jephthah 

sought to be head over Gilead (11.9); he did not seek to serve the LORD by being judge. In addition strife 

continued between the tribes during his judgeship. 
 

Do you ever feel like you need to add certainty to the promises of God by making a vow?  Why do you 

feel this way?  Did Jephthah need to feel this way?  Do you? 

 

Week 21 Saturday Judges 13:1-16:31 
How does Samson’s judgeship differ from the others?  What is significant about his judgeship? 

Samson had the blessing of the Spirit of the Lord being in him. Yet Samson seemed to have a problem 

listening to the Spirit and instead listened to his foreign wives/perspective wives. He repeatedly 

succumbed to their wishes rather than stand firm on the expectations of God. 
 



Through the Scriptures 

How does his judgeship serve as a reflection of the people of Israel?  How do all the judgeships serve as 

a reflection of the people of Israel?  How does the pattern reflect the statement of Judges 2:19? 

As Samson gave himself up to foreign wives and their ways, so the people of Israel neglected the  LORD 

more and more. They received punishment and discipline for this behavior. In fact, all the judges relate to 

the people of Israel as they gradual degrade to the point of Samson. The relationship with God and their 

leadership seemed to get worse and worse concurrent to the people of Israel. 
 

Do we find this downward spiral of leadership and the church in today’s world?  How is the spiral 

stopped? 

  



Through the Scriptures 

Week 22 

Week 22 Monday Judges 17:1-18:31 
Judges 17:6 “In those days there was no king in Israel. Everyone did what was right in his own eyes.”  

What is the significance of not having a king?  Why does the text highlight this?  What behavior is 

presented to be a normal behavior in today’s reading?  How does this relate to having a king? 

The state of affairs reveals much about Israel during this time. They had no king; they did not live with 

God as their king. This comes up again when Israel asks for a king. They ask for a king like the nations have 

rather than looking for God to be their king. Cf. 1 Samuel 8:4-9. We see this absence of God as king in 

their behavior. Specifically in these chapters we see this come out in their use of carved images and 

appointed family priests. 
 

How do you do today?  Do you function with a king or without one?  In our society have we gotten to 

the point where everyone does what is right in their own eyes?  What is the remedy for this problem? 

This problem is quite evident as we see the loss of authority in our culture. Everyone is their own 

authority. Unfortunately when we are our own authority we put God out as king. For this reason, the 

solution to the problem is not to tell people to straighten up, but to show people who their king is and 

what he has done as their king. As God is their king, they will look to him for direction, hope, and purpose. 
 

Week 22 Tuesday Judges 19:1-20:48 
What are the manifestations of not having a king in today’s readings?  Do we find some of these 

manifestations still today?  In what ways do we see them?  In what ways do we not? 

There are several manifestations that come up in today’s reading. 1. Gibeah does not show love and care 

for its visitors. 2. There is a lack of respect for the neighbor. 3. There is a failure to maintain the unity that 

God established in Israel. 4. It is all around an event that is inappropriate in God’s eyes. 
 

In our world we find many of these same things appearing. We find people acting out of selfishness. We 

find people disrespecting others. We find people disregarding those around them. When people do what 

is right in their own eyes, they do what is right in their OWN eyes and for their OWN eyes. 
 

Why does Judges mention this story about Benjamin?  Why is the detail given concerning the fact that 

Judah goes up first against Benjamin, cf. 20:18? 

I cannot say there is a definitive answer to the question of ‘why?’. We do not know the author’s intent.  

Nonetheless, it does raise an interesting foreshadowing of the conflict between David and Saul. But this is 

not something that probably should be made too much of. 

 

Week 22 Wednesday Judges 21:1-25 
Judges 21 illustrates compassion in the face of utter monstrosities.  How easy is it for you to follow up 

being wronged with a call to repentance and then forgiveness?  How are you able to do it?  Why did the 

people of Israel do it? 

It certainly is difficult to respond in love to hate. We only can do it because God has freed us to do it. He 

has given us the promise and taken care of our needs. He has forgiven us in the face of our monstrosities 

and freed us to forgive others. In a similar way, the people of Israel were moved to compassion in 

relationship to the promise. They wanted to preserve the inheritance of the tribe of Benjamin. Here, in 

God’s promise of an inheritance, they received motivation and strength. 



Through the Scriptures 

How does Judges 21:25 provide a proper conclusion to this kingless period?  What has happened to the 

people of Israel during the book of Judges?  How does the theme of Judges 17-21 reflect the events of 

the book? 

There was no king and the people acted like it. The book of Judges illustrates the deterioration of life 

without the King and demonstrates Israel’s need for the King. 

Week 22 Thursday Ruth 1:1-2:23 
As we depart from Judges, we recognize that Ruth is not a continuation of the history of Judges but 

rather a story that takes place within the time of the judges.  Given the context of the time of the 

judges, two Hebrew word plays begin the book.  1. Bethlehem, the house of bread, is in famine.  2. 

Elimelech, my God is king, is leaving Judah (and Israel) to go to Moab. This opening, along with the other 

events of the first five verses, highlights the state of Israel’s affairs during the period of the judges. 

 

Why does Naomi (pleasant) want to be called Mara (bitter)?  Does chapter 1 end with a sign of hope?  

Does chapter 2 provide hope?  Have you felt like being called Mara or Mar (for guys) in your life?  From 

where did hope come? 

After the events in Naomi’s life she saw no reason to be called ‘pleasant’ and so she named herself 

‘bitter’. Yet in the face of the calamities, there was hope for Naomi. The barley harvest had begun in 

Bethlehem. This hope escalates as Boaz cares for Ruth. Likewise, as we face difficult times, we can find 

hope in Bethlehem as the Bread of Life is given to us and we are filled with his forgiveness, love and 

mercy. 

 

Week 22 Friday  Ruth 3:1-4:22 
How do these chapters continue the presentation of Ruth’s faithfulness?  What about Ruth makes her 

story such a statement with respect to the people of Israel and the time of the judges? 

Ruth is the outsider who, in spite of being a foreigner, is faithful to her husband and his family. She does 

not go back to her family as Orpah did, cf. 1:14-15.  She did not seek a young husband, but she went to 

the redeemer so that husband’s name would be preserved, cf. 3:10. Out of the faithfulness of a foreigner, 

the people of Israel go from being empty to having bread. The line of David is continued; the line of Jesus 

is sustained. 

 

The account also highlights the upright actions of Boaz.  He protects Ruth and does not take advantage 

of her (even when she offers herself at night).  He redeems her in spite of the disadvantage that it is 

taken to be, cf. 4:6.  How hard is it for us to act as Ruth and Boaz?  What empowers and drives us to act 

uprightly as they did? 

It is difficult to act uprightly in the face of a world that does what is right in their own eyes. Ruth and Boaz, 

at least as it appears by Boaz’s greetings at 2:4 and 3:10 and by Ruth’s statement at 1:16, are driven by 

trust in the LORD. Likewise as we see the LORD’s faithfulness through Ruth and Boaz, we are given 

confidence and courage in the God who keeps his promises and thus frees us to act uprightly. 

 

Week 22 Saturday 1 Samuel 1:1-28 
What does Samuel’s birth teach us about prayer?  What does it teach us about God? 



Through the Scriptures 

The events of his birth illustrate Hannah’s ardent prayer and God’s gracious response.  It reminds us that 

prayer is heard by our God who is compassionate and caring. 

 

Do you pray like Hannah?  How should we pray?  Why? 

We should pray with confidence. We should pray confident in the fact that our God can grant our request, 

confident that our God wants what is best for us, and confident that our God listens to our prayers. This 

confidence in who God is and who we are seems to drive Hannah to the passionate prayer that comes out 

in chapter 1. The prayer was uttered with such recognition of who God is and what he has done that Eli 

thought that she was drunk. Given what God has done for us in his Son, we have confidence to pray 

ardently as well. 

  



Through the Scriptures 

Week 23 

Week 23 Monday  1 Samuel 2:1-36 
What does Hannah’s prayer highlight about the object of her and people’s exultation?  Who is it?  Who 

is it not?  Is this lesson still being learned today by those in our culture and world?  By you?  Think of 

some examples both from your life and from your view of others’ lives where this has been learned. 

The LORD is the object our Hannah’s exultation and the only true object of exultation. Others who are 

exulted are merely arrogant. This song highlights how the LORD is the one who brings plenty and famine. 

He brings down the ‘mighty’ and exalts the lowly. The ones who are well-fed are now hungry and the 

hungry are well-fed. The message is don’t be arrogant; look to the LORD for your help and exult him. 

 

It is easy for us these days, in times of general plenty to look to ourselves for help and hope. We see that 

we are the ones who make sure that bread is on the table and that we are able to pay the bills. While 

certainly God uses us to bring about those results, ultimately he is the one who provides anything we 

have. He is the one whom we trust. In him only do we boast. 

 

Here the privileged sons of the priest abuse their position.  What was at the heart of what they did?  

What was to happen to them and to the house of Eli as a result of their actions?  How does this relate to 

the thrust of the prayer of Hannah? 

The sons disregarded who God is and what he was about. They disregarded his holiness and the fact that 

he was God, cf. also 3:13. Relating to Hannah’s prayer, they exulted themselves and disregarded God. This 

exultation fell quickly as God brought down the ‘mighty’ and exulted the lowly (as the son of the barren 

women rises to the position of judge in the following chapter). 

 

Week 23 Tuesday  1 Samuel 3:1-21 
Samuel is given a difficult charge.  The LORD reveals to him the punishment in store for Eli.  Can you 

imagine what it was like for Samuel to tell Eli about this word of the LORD?  Whose actions brought this 

word of the LORD upon Eli?  When you look at your own life, have you had situations where you needed 

to confront someone with the negative product of their own actions?  Did you do it?  Why is it 

important to do?  How might people respond?  How did Eli respond? 

Eli’s actions brought about the word of the Lord upon Eli. Eli was called to discipline his sons for 

blaspheming the LORD. He did not discipline and therefore he brought judgment upon himself. Upon 

being confronted with the judgment, it seems that he recognized his fault. 

 

In our lives it is important for us to confront people with the product of their own actions. While many 

times people recognize that something is the product of their own actions, at other times they need to 

recognize that they are responsible and they should not push the blame on someone else. They need to 

recognize their fault and repent of it. While this is hard for us to do, it is important and it may produce 

results. With the hope of results we are willing to do what is not comfortable. 

 

Was Eli the one who committed the atrocities?  Who was responsible for them?  Why? How do we do in 

our culture being willing to discipline and confront people with their vile behavior?  Consider situations 



Through the Scriptures 

like Eli’s.  How often do we confront issues in our own family?  How often do we let them go so that we 

do not offend?  Who is responsible for the actions? 

Eli did not directly commit the atrocities (although not addressing the atrocities was an atrocity in itself). 

He and his sons were responsible for the atrocities. He was included because he was supposed to 

discipline his sons. Likewise, we ought not neglect the responsibility of discipline. We should address 

issues where it is appropriate for us to address them. 

 

Week 23 Wednesday  1 Samuel 4:1-22 
This chapter presents the judgment of the LORD against Eli and his house fulfilled.  How often is the 

promised judgment of our God a reality in our lives?  Do we consider the reality of God’s judgment or do 

we only view God’s promised judgment as mere talk?  Is God’s judgment real?  Where do we see God’s 

judgment?  Where will we see God’s judgment? 

I think in our world we often do not consider God’s judgment. God’s judgment seems to be a topic left for 

the sermons of televangelists. It is not vivid in our eyes. Yet God’s judgment is real. We certainly rejoice 

that Christ took God’s punishment on the cross for us. Nonetheless, the punishment is still real for all 

those who do not believe in Christ and what he has done for them. While we ought not see the 

punishment of God as the focus of our message, we also ought not ignore it as a reality. 
 

Today we also see an all too common event as the people of Israel go out to battle the Philistines.  First 

the people go into battle without the ark.  Then, when they realize that the God would be helpful in 

battle, they call for the ark to be present.  In essence it is the ark or the God (depending on how positive 

of a light you would like to put on the people of Israel) of convenience.  Used thusly, the people were 

routed and the ark lost.  Looking at your lives, do you ever employ a God of convenience?  How might 

you keep that from happening? 
 

Week 23 Thursday  1 Samuel 5:1-7:3 
What truth do we learn about the holiness of God as people interact with the ark of the LORD?  What do 

even those without belief in the LORD learn? 

The holiness of God is so set apart that it cannot be dealt with as common or even as another object of 

worship. It is so other that the people of Israel cannot interact with it except in the appropriate manner. 
 

As we approach the holy things of God, do we approach them with appropriate reverence?  Or has the 

holiness of God been forgotten as we emphasize the loving immanence of God seen in Christ’s state of 

humiliation (the time during his earthly ministry)?  Should the holiness be forgotten?  How can we do 

better upholding both? 
 

Week 23 Friday  1 Samuel 7:3-17 
When the people heard the call of Samuel to turn from their ways, how did God respond? Of what does 

this remind us? 

God called the people to repentance through Samuel (and the Philistines as a disciplinary tool), the people 

responded and God took care of them. This reminds us that even though we stray, God calls us back and 

welcomes us with forgiveness and care. 



Through the Scriptures 

 

Week 23 Saturday  1 Samuel 8:1-22 
What did the people want? What was wrong about their thinking? Did they get what they asked for?  Do 

we hold a similar perspective in our lives? 

The people of Israel wanted a king like the nations. They got kings like the nations. As Samuel warns them: 

the king will enlist your men for war, your women for workers, and make slaves of you. Attributes not 

uncommon among rulers of the nations. What the people did not understand was that they were 

rejecting God as their king with this request. 
 

In our lives, we can be distracted and forsake the kingdom of God for the kingdom of the world. 

Fortunately, Jesus was the king who lived under the reign of God as the king was supposed to on our 

behalf.  By his faithfulness, we have been given the kingdom for which we should have asked. 

  



Through the Scriptures 

Week 24 

Week 24 Monday 1 Samuel 9:1-10:27 
What was Saul’s attitude as he was told that he was to be king?  What was Saul’s response when he was 

chosen by lot? 

When Samuel approached him, he was humble, cf. 9:20-21. He pointed out that he was a member of the 

least clan of the least tribe of Israel. When he was chosen by lot he was hiding. This attitude also might be 

present in 10:16 where he neglected to tell his father that he was to be king. 

 

What is significant about Saul’s appearance?  Would you expect Saul to be king? 

 Saul was a head above the rest.  He seems to be the type of guy who was picked first for dodgeball. 

 

Saul starts out well.  He does not feel like he deserves the kingship and he certainly does not seek it out.  

Yet Saul is blessed with some significant physical attributes.  Recognizing Saul’s fall from grace in 

chapters to come, one could see Saul’s beginnings presented here and say: ‘I could see this coming’.  

What is challenging about starting off with so much humility yet such significant gifts?  Do we see 

problems like this in our own lives or in the lives of others? 

Even with a humble beginning, it is easy to be blinded by one’s abilities and forget that they are all gifts.  

Humility can quickly turn into personal pride as success comes. 

 

Week 24 Tuesday 1 Samuel 11:1-15 
In chapter 10 Samuel anointed Saul to be prince.  Saul also was subsequently chosen by lot to be king.  

What happens in chapter 11?  What does this event do for Saul’s kingship? 

In chapter 11 we see Saul bringing the people of Israel together under his leadership as he delivers the 

people out of the enemy’s hands. This event gets the people behind Saul; he becomes king in spirit and 

not just by name. 

 

As Christians, we recognize Jesus to be our king.  Do we find a distinction in the lives of Christians 

between Jesus being named our king (chapter 10) and Jesus being our king (chapter 11)?  What brings 

this change about? 

I think that we often find a difference in people’s lives. Some people label themselves as Christian and say 

Jesus is their Lord and King, but he seems to be Lord and King in name only. They do not follow him in 

their lives and they don’t rally behind them. Only when he becomes their deliverer from sin and death 

does Jesus become their king. 

 

Week 24 Wednesday 1 Samuel 12:1-25 
Did the people need a king?  In claiming they did, what were they saying about their history?  About 

their God? 

They did not need a king. Clearly Samuel provides evidence of how their God had provided adequate 

leadership throughout their history. In claiming that they needed a king, they essentially denied the 

historical evidence and ignored the certainty of the promises of God. Their actions denied the faithfulness 

of their God. 



Through the Scriptures 

 

Can you relate to the people of Israel?  When have you lost sight of all that God has done for you and 

looked to other things for deliverance?  How does Samuel’s response to the people of Israel provide 

comfort for us in our failure to hold onto our God the King? 

Samuel’s response of “Do not be afraid” gives comfort to us. God still cares for us. Although we have 

abandoned him, he has not abandoned us. 

 

Week 24 Thursday 1 Samuel 13:1-22 
Why did Saul offer the sacrifice?  What was at the heart of his action? 

Saul tried to rally the troops by his own means. He was concerned that the people were leaving so he took 

matters into his own hands. He did not trust God to take care of matters. 

 

Can you relate to Saul’s impatience?  When have you sought to take matters into your own hands, even 

though you were told you should be patient? 

 

Week 24 Friday  1 Samuel 14:1-52 
What contrast is presented between Jonathan’s actions and those of Saul and the people of Israel? 

Jonathan trusted in the Lord. He knew that even with only two God could deliver victory. The might was 

not their own, but God’s. 

 

How would you characterize Saul’s leadership in this chapter? 

Saul was afraid (he and his men hid form the Philistines). He acted without wisdom (he told his men not to 

eat until the battle was over). He trusted in the strength of his arm rather than the Lord’s strength for 

victory (he brought into his ranks any strong man he could). 

 

How easy is it to carry Saul’s perspective in life and forget Jonathan’s?  How do you/can you keep 

Jonathan’s perspective? 

 

Week 24 Saturday  1 Samuel 15:1-35 
What happened to Saul’s humility?  Why did Saul do what he did?  What was the problem with this? 

Saul’s humility was gone. In 15:12 it says that he created a monument for himself. He determined that it 

was better to spare the good sheep for the sake of making sacrifice to God even though God specifically 

said that everything was to be devoted to destruction. Saul failed to keep perspective on his role as king. 

 

When Samuel confronted Saul, how did Saul respond?  How does this differ from the future king of 

Israel—Jesus? 

Saul defended himself against Samuel’s accusations. He defended his own actions. Then he blamed the 

people (15:21) for the problem. They took the best for sacrifice. This is in stark contrast to the king to 

come—Jesus. He is confronted for the sins that actually were the people’s sins and he silently went to the 

cross. He took the sins of the world, the fault of the world and put it upon himself. Although he had every 

right to defend himself, he did not. He was selfless rather than selfish. 



Through the Scriptures 

 

Do we consider our ways better than God’s ways sometimes?  When do we get our perspectives 

confused on this matter? 

 

 

Week 25 

Week 25 Monday  1 Samuel 16:1-23 
What kind of criteria does God have for his anointed? Cf. 1 Samuel 16:7. Did Saul have this characteristic 

when God called him? 

God chose David because of his heart not because of his stature and appearance. Saul when called was 

humble, cf. 9:21. 

 

What is the key to the anointed one’s success?  What is the point of emphasis presented by the 

juxtaposition of 1 Samuel 16:13 and 16:14? 

The key to the anointed one’s success is God and his support. As the Spirit of God stands with David he 

has success. The Spirit of God also gave Saul success in earlier chapters. Here in 16:13 and 14 we see the 

fruit of the Samuel’s proclamation that Saul was not in favor with God. 

 

The adjective ‘evil’ used to describe the spirit from God that replaced the Spirit of God in its base  meaning 

seems to describe ‘something that is harmful’. The damaging nature of the spirit is important to 

understanding the text. This spirit does not need to be understood as a demon. It is primarily the evidence 

of God’s judgment upon Saul. This reinforces that it is God who kills and makes alive, cf. 1 Samuel 2:6. The 

hardening of Pharaoh’s heart could be understood in a similar vein. This evidence of Saul’s judgment 

comes up again in Wednesday’s readings as the same term is used in 18:10 and 19:9. 

 

Where do people today look for success?  What do they look for?  Do you find this to be a problem for 

you?  When? 

 

Week 25 Tuesday  1 Samuel 17:1-58 
There is a distinct contrast between David’s perspective as he approaches the battle lines and Saul and 

the army’s perspective. What is different? Do you find yourself concerned about similar things? 

David’s perspective differs significantly on two points. 1. In 17:26, 36 we see that David is concerned 

about Goliath defying the armies of the living God. The people and the king see it as defying Israel, cf. 

17:25. 2. In 17:37 we see that David trusts God to deliver him from the hand of Goliath. For this reason he 

is not afraid. The people of Israel and Saul just cower in fear. 

 

What was the focus of Saul, cf. 17:33, 38-39?  What was the focus of Goliath, cf. 17:42? What was the 

focus of David, cf. 17:47? What is our focus in life? 

Saul and Goliath focused on appearances and conventional wisdom. David focused on God and his 

strength and ability to prevail. 



Through the Scriptures 

 

Week 25 Wednesday  1 Samuel 18:1-19:24 
Why was Saul so upset?  Where/what was his concern? 

Saul was jealous of David and the public opinion of him. He also knew that the LORD was with David and 

had departed from himself, cf. 18:12.  He seemed to be concerned about keeping his place as king. 

 

What was the product of the ‘harmful spirit’ that came upon Saul? What is the text emphasizing? 

Again the text is emphasizing the contrasting reality of God’s judgment on Saul and the lifting up  of 

David. In each of the references there is reference to how God was with David (in 19:8 while there is no 

direct reference to the LORD being with him, his success brings that reality to the fore). 

 

Consider your life.  Can you relate to Saul?  When have you started something seeking to serve God, but 

by the end you were more concerned about preserving your own legacy or pride?  What do you do in 

those situations? 

 

Why does the Spirit of God come upon Saul in 1 Samuel 19:23? How does this event relate to the 

preceding ‘harmful spirit’ situations? Is this a good spirit or a bad spirit as before? 

The lack of reference to ‘harmful’ suggests that this would be the Spirit of God. This would also be why 

Saul prophesied. The effect of the Spirit was primarily deliverance for David and not judgment on Saul. For 

this reason, while this event does not put Saul back in favor with God as before when the Spirit rushed 

upon him, it is still the Spirit of God. 
 

Week 25 Thursday  1 Samuel 20:1-21:15 
It is said that blood is thicker than water. In the case of David, Jonathan, and Saul this is not the case.  

What all does Jonathan give up for David? Why? 

Jonathan gives us his opportunity to reign on his father’s throne and faces the attacks of Saul his father.  

He does this because he loved David as his own self. He made a bond with David in the LORD. This 

connection is greater than blood. 
 

What connects Christians together with that same intensity?  Is water thicker than blood?  Cf. Mt 12:46-

50; Ephesians 4:1-6. 

We are connected to Christ through baptism, cf. Romans 6.  This unity binds us together in the faith into a 

new and greater family, God’s family. This connection is thicker than any biological connection can be. 
 

What lesson does chapter 21 present?  Cf. Mk 2:23-28. 

Jesus uses this example to justify an exception to the rule concerning plucking of grain on the Sabbath.  

He teaches that the rules are made for man, and the preservation of life, not for the sake of having rules. 

[It is important to note that this does not just eliminate rules. It approaches them with a proper 

perspective.] 
 

Week 25 Friday  1 Samuel 22:1-23 
Who does David gather to himself? Why this description? Does this relate to the type of people Jesus 

attracts in his ministry? 
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David and Jesus both attract the rabble. This highlights that the issue is not one of popularity. It is a 

matter of humility. In David’s setting we see the significance in the fact that God is the one who provides 

the victory, not a strong and proper army. 
 

How thoroughly has fear consumed Saul?  Have you found fear pervading your life at times?  When?  

How does the contrasting example of David provide help in escaping those times of fear? 

Saul is so afraid that he kills the priests of God. With David there is no need to fear for he trusts in the 

LORD and is not concerned about himself. This is the key to escaping our times of fear. 
 

Week 25 Saturday  1 Samuel 23:1-29 
What was David’s situation?  Who was for him?  Who was against him?  How did David face this 

challenge that stood before him? 

David had God for him and a few supporters. He had the people of Israel coming against him, cf. 23:8.  

David faced the challenge by asking God for direction and help. 

 

Can you relate to David’s situation?  Have you felt that “all the people” were coming against you?  

When?  To whom did you turn?  Why? 
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Week 26 

Week 26 Monday  1 Samuel 24:1-22 
Why did David spare Saul’s life?  What went into his thinking?  What did not go into his thinking? 

David spared Saul’s life because Saul was the LORD’s anointed. Even though Saul was acting against him, 

he did not raise his hand against Saul. David respected Saul’s position as the king. Saul was the anointed 

servant of the LORD. Here we see God oriented thinking. David was not afraid of his own death. He 

trusted in the LORD. He left it up to the LORD to take vengeance. 

 

How difficult is it for you to approach matters in this way?  How difficult is it for you to have a God 

oriented mindset?  Are there times when you have opportune situations that enable you to gain an 

advantage on someone, but do not take it because it would not be right?  How easy is it to take the 

opportunity?  How do the concluding statements of Saul encourage us to approach things with a God 

oriented mindset? 

God did take care of David; God does take care of us. With God in our camp, we do not need to take 

advantage of people or situations. We can act appropriately and know that God’s does care for us and will 

see us through in the end [even if there is much suffering on the way there]. 

 

Week 26 Tuesday  1 Samuel 25:1-44 
In chapters 24-26 David repeatedly avoids vengeance.  Twice he does not take it on Saul.  In today’s 

reading he does not take it against Nabal.  What lies behind this thinking?  Why does he defer to the 

Lord?   

David did want to take vengeance against Nabal. But Abigail pleaded on her husband’s behalf. Her plea 

persuaded David out of taking vengeance and reminded him that vengeance belongs to the LORD. For this 

he was thankful. And as we see, vengeance came. 

 

Romans 12:14-21 reminds us that vengeance is the LORD’s.  Do you have difficulty with this teaching?  

Can you refrain as David did?  What is the key to restraint? 

We can restrain and turn the other cheek as we recognize that the LORD is in control and he has taken 

care of our needs. If someone dishonors us, we know that our honor is in the LORD and the dishonor 

shown, regardless of how embarrassing, cannot nullify the honor we have in the LORD. If someone hurts 

us, we know that we have been taken care of in the LORD; we don’t need to worry about retaliation. In 

the end, our trust is in the LORD; these other issues don’t change that. 

Week 26 Wednesday  1 Samuel 26:1-25 
Again, we witness the care of David not to kill the Lord’s anointed.  David had a healthy respect for the 

government God had established.  Do you respect those in position of authority in a similar way?  Do 

they deserve respect?  Why or Why not? 

People in positions of authority deserve respect. They have been given that authority by God. This does 

not mean that the people themselves or their actions deserve respect. Saul’s certainly did not. 

Nonetheless, the God who put them into a position of authority does deserve respect. His relationship 

with the ruling parties leads Paul to say in the midst of a time of persecution the exhortation of Romans 

13. 
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Another point of issue that is indirectly raised by this second occasion of David’s mercy is the failure of 

Abner and his army to protect the king.  Why did David chide Abner and the army?  Do you deserve the 

derision of David?  How have you done in defending your leadership and your government? 

While we cannot say why David chided Abner, we can infer that David had a high sense of respect for the 

governing authorities and that this might have affected his comments to Abner. Even though the king did 

not deserve it, David demanded it? This is one take on words of David. 

Week 26 Thursday  1 Samuel 27:1-29:11 
How honest was David with the Philistines?  Where was David’s loyalty? 

In David’s raids, he told Achish that he was attacking the southern region of Israel, the Negeb. He claimed 

to have been taking out those allied with Israel. Yet David was actually getting rid of the inhabitants of the 

land that were not part of the people of Israel. This action raises the question of whether the lords of 

Philistia were right in not wanting David with them. 

 

Why does Saul summon Samuel?  What is the root of Saul’s problems? 

Saul wanted some advice concerning how he should proceed in battle. He wanted to get some divine 

support but could not get a response from God. So, Saul did what he has been doing. He takes matters 

into his own hands and consults a necromancer. She conjures up Samuel and Samuel reminds Saul of the 

situation and provides little help to Saul. 

 

Have you ever felt like God was not answering you?  How did you address the situation?  How should 

you address the situation?  What avenues does God provide for inquiring of him?  What avenues does 

he not provide? 

God requests that we approach him in prayer. He answers prayer. He also speaks to us and instructs us 

through the Word. He does not provide alternative methods of getting an answer such as witchcraft and 

the satanic arts. This does not deny their ability to be used (as we see in Saul’s action), but it is not where 

we are to turn. 

Week 26 Friday  1 Samuel 30:1-31 
In contrast to Saul, David approaches God as did many before him by putting the ephod on and inquiring 

of him.  What kind of response was provided for David?  What message does this response reiterate for 

the hearer of this text?  What message does David’s initial inquiry send to the hearer of the text? 

God responded to David in a textually immediate fashion (extent of time is not presented, nonetheless 

the response is immediately following in the text). Saul had lost favor with God. David was the chosen one 

now. In addition, rather than running off to right what had been done to his city, David took the time to 

ask God for guidance as he responded to the situation. This seems to be a great contrast with Saul the one 

who willingly and repeatedly goes about things within his own parameters. 

 

Why did David divide the spoils among all and not just the soldiers who participated?  How does this 

action provide perspective for you? 

One explanation for this generosity is recognition of the generosity first given to them. The spoil is a gift 

from the LORD. He is the one who gave them victory. He is the one who is responsible for the win. It is 

neither the men who went into battle nor the men who stayed home who are responsible. This 
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recognition humbles us when we recognize that which we have in our lives. It is easy for us to complain 

about what we have and who deserves what. But this perspective reminds us that all that we have is a 

gift; it is a gift given out of fatherly and divine mercy. Thus we use it and share it as the gift it is. 

Week 26 Saturday  1 Samuel 31:1-13 
Saul did not want to fall to the uncircumcised.  He did not want to be mistreated by the Philistines.  Did 

Saul accomplish his goal through suicide?  What happened to Saul?  Was this an appropriate ending for 

Saul?  Why? 

Saul still was mistreated by the Philistines as they advertised his demise. There actions were enough to 

encourage the people of Jabesh-gilead to come and retrieve his body. The ending certainly seemed 

appropriate as his failure began with his taking matters into his own hands [first with the sacrifice (ch 13), 

then with the vow(ch 14), then with taking the sheep and deeming his  plan better than God’s instructions 

(ch 15), using a necromancer to communicate with Samuel (ch 28)]. But ultimately he was unable to stop 

his judgment. 
 

Do you ever try to do things on your own terms?  How do those things turn out?   

Week 27 

Week 27 Monday  2 Samuel 1:1-2:32 
How did David respond at the hearing of Saul’s death? What does this tell you about David’s feelings 

towards Saul and Jonathan? 

David clearly respected the position of Saul as the Lord’s anointed. The text also reflects David’s strong 

bond to Jonathan. In the end, the text makes clear that David was not seeking to defeat Saul even though 

Saul was so often pursuing him. 

 

How would you have responded if you were David? How does this help us understand David’s actions?  

What does this teach us about ourselves? 

 

 

What does the battle between Abner and Joab teach us about civil war? What has happened to the 

people of Israel that were brought out of Egypt? Can we relate to Abner and Joab? 

The account of Asahel and Abner illustrates that people were fighting against people they cared about. 

The people of Israel, who were so closely related, were very much divided when they should have been 

rejoicing in the gifts of God. 

Week 27 Tuesday  2 Samuel 3:1-4:12 
What did Recab and Baanah misunderstand about David? Do we see people acting upon similar 

misunderstandings in the church? 

Recab and Baanah thought that David was seeking to eliminate his competition. Yet time and time again 

David avoided killing his competition; he even mourned their death. We see this not only with Saul’s 

death, but also with Abner’s and Ish-Bosheth’s death. David was about serving God and honoring him, not 

about killing the innocent to gain power. 
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In churches today, there can be an effort to play political games where one group is trying to eliminate or 

defeat another group. They think that they are helping someone, some group, or something rise to 

power, but they misunderstand that the church is not about power. It is about following of our head who 

was servant of all. 

Week 27 Wednesday  2 Samuel 5:1-25 
What led to the greatness of David? How is this illustrated in his battle with the Philistines? 

The LORD was with David. David recognized this and responded in humility. As the Philistines encamped 

against David, David inquired of the LORD and the LORD instructed him to victory. 

 

How do you respond to success in our lives?  How should you respond?  Why?  Of what does the story 

David remind us? 

 

Week 27 Thursday  2 Samuel 6:1-23 
When you discipline a child, they can misunderstand the goodness of the discipline. Here in chapter 6 

we see Uzzah take discipline. How did David respond to the discipline? Did David change his perspective 

after some time? Why? What does this teach us about the ark of the LORD and its holiness? 

David responded to the discipline with anger. He did not think that Uzzah should have been punished for 

such an offense. As a result he saw the ark as a problem rather than a blessing. But he learned that the 

ark provides much benefit. In fact its holiness is not a matter of God wanting to punish; rather it is a 

matter of God’s goodness and care. He provides benefit with the ark that transcends the ramifications of 

not respecting its holiness. The instructions not to touch the ark and the punishment for touching the ark 

highlight its holiness. They help people remember that the goodness from it is not to be taken lightly or 

for granted. The ark is to be treated with respect. 

 

Are there times in your life when you get careless about holy things? Are there times when you get 

careless about the promises of God? How do you respond? Do you respond with anger that God cannot 

stand improper behavior; do you focus upon your own failure? Or do you respond with joy because God 

provides benefit in spite of our failures through Jesus’ holiness? Or possibly a little bit of both? 

 

Week 27 Friday  2 Samuel 7:1-29 
What is the house promised to David?  Cf. 1 Kings 2:1-9; Matthew 1:1-17. 

 The house promised to David ultimately is found in Jesus. Penultimately we see it in Solomon. 

 

What does it mean that God will be a father to the king and he shall be a son to God?  Cf. Psalm 2; 

Matthew 3:17. 

The king of Israel was seen as son of God. To be certain this does not mean that he was the Son of God, 

although ultimately we see Jesus fit this role. Rather the king was son of God as the obedient one who 

represented the people to God and God to the people of Israel and the peoples of the world, cf. Psalm 

2:10-12. He is the one to whom the nations of the earth shall go to find refuge. Again, ultimately we see 

this in Jesus the Son of God. 
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How does this increase your understanding of Jesus as the Son of God and Jesus as the Son of David?  

What does this mean for your following Jesus as a disciple? 

 

Week 27 Saturday  2 Samuel 8:1-10:19 
What attributes does David display as king?  What attributes did this encourage his people to uphold?  

What attributes does it encourage you to uphold? 

David trusted in God for his victories. He also was faithful to Jonathan as he cared for Mephibosheth and 

to the Ammonites as he sent servants to offer consolation to Hanun. The two probably went hand in 

hand; as he trusted in God, he was free to deal with others without selfish concerns interfering. As king 

his examples served to encourage his people to follow suit. 

Week 28 

Week 28 Monday  2 Samuel 11:1-12:31 
David’s sin with Bathsheba leads to many other sins. Most significantly, David had Uriah put in a position 

in battle that would ensure his death. Do you feel that your sins can build up quickly, that one sin leads 

to another? Think of a time in your life that illustrates this reality. 

 

 

How did you get out of the cycle of sin? How does David get out of the cycle of sin? 

David is rebuked by Nathan. Nathan leads David to judge himself and then speaks words of forgiveness to 

David. 

 

Did David being forgiven eliminate the earthly consequences for his actions? What were the 

consequences? 

 No. His son still died as a consequence for the sin. 

 

What does Nathan’s method of bringing David to repentance teach us about how we communicate 

words of Law and Gospel to people in our community? How easy or difficult is this method? 

 It is beneficial to try to get the sinner to accuse himself. 

 

Week 28 Tuesday  2 Samuel 13:1-14:24 
What was wrong with Amnon’s actions? How does this illustrate the destructive nature of extramarital 

sex? Is this destructive nature still present today? 

Amnon had sex with his sister and thus violated her virginity. This act left Amnon feeling hatred for this 

sister whom he loved. Then he sent her out. This in turn resulted in the pursuit of Absalom. 

 

How does the widow persuade David to bring Absalom back to Jerusalem? 

 She uses a story to convey the importance and propriety of taking him back home. 
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Week 28 Wednesday  2 Samuel 14:25-16:23 
Absalom is recorded as being the most handsome guy around. He didn’t have warts, acne, or other 

blemishes. He also had a full head of hair (not bald). He had three sons and a beautiful wife. Why does 

the text mention his appearance? Why do we care? 

A helpful parallel to this information would be found in the first part of this book as the text describes 

Saul, cf. 1 Samuel 9:2. As we noticed earlier, the appearance aided in his popularity with the people. It 

also seems to have related to Saul’s ego that eventually led to his fall from grace. But the description 

could be used simply to draw connection between the man who sought to prevent David from ascending 

to the throne and the man who sought to take David’s throne. Either way, the text does seem to be 

connecting him to Saul. 

 

2 Samuel 15:25-26 illustrates David’s continued trust in the Lord. Although he was fleeing his home, he 

trusted in the Lord to do His will. Do you have that attitude about things in life? Think of some examples 

that demonstrate this trust. Think of some examples where having or living in that trust would have 

been helpful. 

 

What do you expect from the counsel of Ahithophel? 

Given David’s request for an end to Ahithophel, good counsel, cf. 16:31, 34, I would expect that the 

counsel would be bad counsel. 

 

Week 28 Thursday  2 Samuel 17:1-18:33 
How did David care so much for Absalom given the fact that Absalom sought the overthrow of David? 

Absalom was David’s son. David’s fatherly care was that great. Even though Absalom was inimical towards 

David, David wanted him spared. 

 

What does this illustrate to us about our heavenly Father? Cf. Romans 5:6-11. 

If David cared about his son so much that even his son’s rebellion did not persuade him to have his son be 

killed in battle, how much more does the heavenly Father love us that he was willing to give up his only 

Son (sinless and in right relationship with the Father) for us (his enemies). 

 

Week 28 Friday  2 Samuel 19:1-20:26 
Who did Israel want to be their king? Who did Judah want to be their king? Why was Israel upset with 

Judah that they brought David back to be their king prior to Israel? Does this seem logical to you? Have 

you ever acted like this? Why? 

Israel and Judah both wanted David to be their king, cf. 19:41-43. One might think that this would mean 

that they would both seek to have the same king, and they would be united. But apparently Israel did not 

see unity as an option, even though it seems to have made the most sense. 

 

Week 28 Saturday  2 Samuel 21:1-22:51 
What happens this time when war is waged with the Philistines? What do the accounts of the four giants 

teach us? Why is it included in this account of the history of the people of Israel? 
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David grows weary against the Philistines and his soldiers banned him from going into battle. Yet in spite 

of David’s weariness the four giants are still defeated by others. Even a giant named Goliath who had a 

spear with a shaft like a weaver’s beam, cf. 1 Samuel 17:7, was defeated by one of the people of Israel. 

This account provides some assurance that the people of Israel are still taken care of in spite of David’s 

weakness. It reminds us that God is the one behind the victory. 

 

Have you faced transitions in your life similar to the people of Israel? Can you relate to David? How does 

it feel to see your time in the spotlight end and another’s rise? 

 

 

What does David’s song highlight? Do you echo this song in your life? If so, when? 

David’s song highlights the care of God in protecting David and providing for him in his need. It highlights 

the strength that David received from the Lord and the trustworthiness of our God. 

Week 29 

Week 29 Monday  2 Samuel 23:1-39 
Why was Joab not included among the mighty men? 

 Cf. Wednesday’s reading. 

 

How does David view the covenant? What is the relation of the covenant with David’s rule? Do today’s 

leaders view their leadership in this way? When/When not? How/How not? 

David recognizes the covenant that God has made with him, but he does use that as an excuse to be a 

tyrant. Rather David sees his role as a servant of God and the ruler’s role as ruling justly. 

 

Week 29 Tuesday  2 Samuel 24:1-25 
What was David’s sin?  Why did he sin? 

David’s sin seems to be that he numbered the people. This action most likely would be an act of pride or 

self-security (looking to might for security rather than God). The text says that David was incited to do it 

because God was angry with the people of Israel. 

 

Do we number people in our lives?  What does it look like? 

 

 

How does David respond to his sin? 

He recognizes his sin and looks to the LORD for punishment, lest others take it out upon him. He pleads 

for the people and the LORD listened to his plea. 

Week 29 Wednesday  1 Kings 1:1-2:46 
What were the instructions of David to Solomon?  Do these instructions sound familiar?  Does the 

context sound familiar? 
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Walk in the ways of the LORD your God, keeping his commandments, cf. 2:3. [He also instructed Solomon 

to take care of some unfinished business.] This transition of power is reminiscent of the  transition from 

Moses to Joshua. With Moses, we see the one who did not see the promised land. With David, we see the 

one who did not see the temple. 

 

Why was Joab not included among the mighty men? 

 Joab was not in tune with the ways of David and Solomon. He killed righteous people in time of peace. 

 

Week 29 Thursday  1 Kings 3:1-4:34 
Why was Solomon’s desire for understanding so much better than a desire for wealth or fame? If you 

were to ask God for something, what would you request? 

The desire for understanding could be a selfish request like wealth or fame, but Solomon requests 

understanding for the purpose of ruling the people of Israel, God’s people, wisely, cf. 3:9. 

 

We see in 4:20 the great size of the people. We see in 4:25 the stability of the kingdom. What are these 

statements getting at? What is the time of Solomon? 

In Solomon’s reign we see the fulfillment of the promise, cf. Genesis 22:17. It is a time of blessing, cf. 

Deuteronomy 28:7-14. 

 

Week 29 Friday  1 Kings 5:1-7:51 
At 5:13 we see the draft instituted.  Of what does this remind us, cf. 1 Samuel 8:17? 

While this is a period of prosperity we already realize where the kings are going. They will make slaves of 

the people. 

 

Among other aspects of the temple, one point of significance is the holiest place. Notice the dimensions, 

cf. 1 Kings 6:20. How do these dimensions relate to those in Revelation 21:16? What does this teach us? 

How does this encourage us about our future hope? 

The holiest place is a cube. This innermost part of the temple is where the Lord dwells. In Revelation we 

see that the people of God will be the holiest place and the Lord will dwell in our midst. This future reality 

gives us encouragement as we know that the LORD will be with us always. 

 

Solomon’s desire to build a house for the LORD and the repeated use of the term house (instead of 

temple) begs the question: Is this the fulfillment of 2 Samuel 7:11? How is the aforementioned 

reference to Revelation an illustration of a greater fulfillment of 2 Samuel 7:11? What house is built in 

Revelation, cf. also Ephesians 2:19-22? 

The reference to Solomon building the house certainly seems like a fulfillment of the promise to David. It 

is even presented as such. But the house that Jesus builds is a far greater fulfillment. We are the house he 

built. 
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Week 29 Saturday  1 Kings 8:1-66 
In 8:20 and 8:56 we hear that the promise had been fulfilled. What does this teach us about the building 

of the temple? How does this relate Joshua 21:45? 

The building of the temple signified the rest of the people of Israel promised long ago. This rest is not 

ultimate though. We find that ultimate fulfillment only in Christ, and finally we see it in Christ on the last 

day. A similar point of fulfillment is seen in Joshua 21:45. Yes it is fulfilled, but ultimately we find 

fulfillment only in Christ. 

 

At 8:41-44 and 8:60 we see a significant function of the temple illustrated. What was it? Do we find 

things in our lives serving a similar function still today? 

The temple was to be a witness to the name of the LORD. One desire for the temple was that all the 

people were to know that the LORD is God. 

 

The temple was to be a house of prayer, cf. Luke 19:46.  We vividly see this reality in chapter 8. Chapter 

8 illustrates the locatedness of God as people pray towards the temple, cf. 8:27-53. Do we have a similar 

sense of this locatedness of God? Or do we have the mentality ‘God is everywhere; I will pray 

wherever’? Is this positive or negative? 

We certainly see and emphasize the locatedness of God as we celebrate the means of grace. This is why 

we reverence the altar as we approach it. God comes down to us at this place. This is why we also face the 

altar when we pray. Nonetheless, it is also true that God is everywhere and we can pray whenever. 

Maintaining a balance is helpful. If one stresses the locatedness of God, one can go too far and worship 

things rather than God. If one stresses the omnipresence of God, one can go too far and make God just an 

abstract concept and forget that he has come down to us in special ways throughout history (and most 

specially in his Son). 

Week 30 

Week 30 Monday  1 Kings 9:1-10:29 
What promise is made in 1 Kings 9:1-9? What are the consequences for not continuing to follow the 

LORD? How do verses 8 and 9 accent whose fault the exile of Israel and the destruction of the temple 

will be? 

The promise made to Solomon was that the LORD would be with the temple forever as well as his house. 

This presence of the name would be removed from the house if the people left the ways of the LORD. This 

failure would be the fault of the people and not God. It would be the product of the people renouncing 

the instructions of God in spite of the faithfulness of God who brought them up out of Egypt. 

 

How great was the wisdom of Solomon? Does Solomon’s wisdom compare to others in Scriptures, cf. 

Genesis 10:39; Matthew 12:42? How/how not? 

The wisdom of Solomon was great in so far as it came from the LORD. We see a similar reality in the 

account of Joseph and with Jesus. 

 

Is such wisdom present today? Where do we see it? When? 
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The wisdom from the Lord is certainly present in the Word. The Word transcends our understanding and 

our logic. In particular we see this in the cross, cf. 1 Corinthians 1.18-2.16. In the cross and the fullness of 

what the cross means for our lives, we see and live true wisdom. 

 

Week 30 Tuesday  1 Kings 11:1-43 
How were the sins of David and Solomon similar? How were they different? 

The sins of David and Solomon both related to their desire for a woman or several women. Both sins also 

led to other sins. But the sins were different because David’s sin did not lead to his forsaking of the LORD. 

He certainly broke the LORD’s commands, but he was not led astray to the worship of other gods. David 

was called back to following the LORD. Solomon on the other hand was led astray by his wives and there 

is no recognition of his turning away from these practices. 

 

In 11:2 it states that Solomon clung to the women in love. In today’s society people often say that this is 

what truly matters, i.e. that people have a loving relationship. How does this mesh with the account of 

Solomon and the lesson we learn from it? Are relationships just about having a loving spouse? What is 

the focus of a good relationship? How then does the spouse’s faith play into the equation? 

While it is certainly good to have a loving relationship, relationships are not just about love (at least not as 

our society views love). Relationships should always be an offshoot of the relationship we have with God; 

they flow out of the love that he has shown to us. This love unites husband and wife and thus is 

imperative to an appropriate relationship. So, as Solomon found out, while love is important, ultimately 

the role of faith in the relationship is of primary importance. 

 

Week 30 Wednesday  1 Kings 12:1-33 
Why was the kingdom divided, cf. 12:15 and 12:24? 

 The kingdom was divided because it was God’s punishment against Solomon. 

 

How did Jeroboam fail in his rule? Do we ever do similar things? 

Jeroboam built two worship sites so that the northern kingdom would have a place to worship without 

getting wooed by the south. He did not want the people worshipping at the temple lest he lose power. 

Sadly, God is the one who put him in power and Jeroboam here quickly turns his back on him. As we see 

how quickly he forgets the promises of God, cf. 11:38, we recognize that he is not the only one who fails 

in this regard. We often will act in an attempt to preserve ourselves, even though we have been given the 

promises of God that insure our place in life. How easy it is for us to forget in our everyday lives. 

 

Week 30 Thursday  1 Kings 13:1-15:24 
What lesson do we learn about the word of the LORD? How should it be taken? How do we approach it 

today? 

The word of the LORD is real and means what it says. In chapter 13 we see how true and certain  this 

word is. I believe we generally try and approach the word with due respect. But there are times when we 

like to caress the word of God to make it fit our expectations or our desires. For this reason we do our 

best to use Scriptures to interpret Scriptures; we seek to prevent the abuse of one passage here or there 
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and instead try to understand all of the passages as they interrelate. For this same reason we also cling 

very closely to the promise we find in the word; we know that it is certain. 

 

Why does God keep the kings going in Judah, cf. 15:4-5?  What does this teach us about the promises of 

God? 

God keeps the kings going in Judah to preserve David’s line. It is for David’s sake the line  continues. This is 

encouraging to us because it reminds us that God is faithful to his promises. 

 

Week 30 Friday  1 Kings 15:25-16:34 
What kind of leadership was present in Israel?  What characteristics would you use to describe it? 

The kings of Israel did what was evil in the sight of the LORD, cf. 15:26, 34; 16:9, 19, 25, 30. Ahab was the 

worst of them all. The deterioration bears some similarities to the deterioration present with the Judges. 

 

Did the kings just sin or were the people sinning too? What was the relationship between the kings’ sins 

and the people’s sins? What does this situation teach us in today’s world? 

The kings’ sins made Israel sin as well, cf. 15:26, 34; 16:13, 19, 26. This repeated word teaches one of two 

things (or both things). It either illustrates that the society’s actions are very much linked to their leader’s 

actions, i.e. they follow their leader’s lead. Or it illustrates that the king, as representative of the people 

brings the consequences of the sin upon the people over which he rules. We certainly see both 

connections still today. The actions of our leadership do influence our culture which in turn encourages 

people to sin. We also see the reality that the sins of our leadership result in the consequences of sin 

upon the people whom they serve. 

 

Week 30 Saturday  1 Kings 17:1-18:46 
What kind of faith is exhibited by the widow of Zarephath? What does this teach us about faith? How 

does it encourage us to faithful stewardship? 

The widow illustrates what faith looks like. She gives the last of her food trusting that God would provide 

food for herself and her son. Faith trusts beyond ourselves and what we can see. Faith also is not limited 

to one ethnic group (the widow is outside the realm of Israel). Finally, the widow’s faith reminds us of 

how we give; we give everything in trust that God will use it and provide for us. All of our gifts we should 

use with that perspective. 

 

How can Elijah confront Ahab and the prophets of Baal? Do you recognize that same courage in your life 

as you face difficult stands? 

Elijah is able to confront Ahab and the prophets of Baal because he stood on the confidence which is the 

word of the LORD. As we saw its certainty with the man of God in chapter 13, we also see it here with 

Elijah. He knew it was true and that it would come to pass. So Elijah could confidently stand against the 

people seeking to kill him. Likewise, as we stand firmly on the word of God, we can stand in confidence. 

Even in the faith of death and destitution, we can stand in confidence. 
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Week 31 

Week 31 Monday  1 Kings 19:1-21 
Elijah is quite discouraged in today’s reading. What does God do to encourage him? How is this 

encouraging to him? 

The angel of the LORD visits Elijah two times and touches him. He encouraged Elijah to arise and eat.  

Elijah ate and drank and was strengthened for the journey to Mt. Horeb. The encouragement provided 

him a personal touch and strength. 

 

The LORD encourages Elijah also by coming to him in a low whisper. While it is not a strong wind or an 

earthquake that the LORD comes, the LORD still comes in the weak thing. This is encouraging when Elijah 

feels like he is so small and alone. In addition, the LORD encourages Elijah by providing a future in Israel’s 

leadership and by highlighting 7,000 who remain. 
 

Have you ever felt like Elijah? In our culture, even with all the people who list themselves as Christian 

(just as there were many in Elijah’s day who would classify themselves as the children of Israel), how real 

is Elijah’s sentiment? What encourages us in times of feeling small? 

We do live in a culture that is adversarial to the faith. We find unchristian perspectives pervading words 

and actions. In the midst of it all, we are encouraged that our LORD strengthens us by his Word as he 

personally comes to us in his Son. As we hear the words of forgiveness, as the waters of Baptism have 

claimed us, and as we eat and drink in the Sacrament, we are encouraged and strengthened for the 

journey in spite of how daunting things seem to be.   
 

Week 31 Tuesday  1 Kings 20:1-43 
Why does Ahab make a deal with Ben-hadad and release him? 

Giving a reason for this deal would be largely speculative. The bottom line is he should not have made the 

deal. Ben-hadad was devoted to destruction. 

 

Time after time we find leaders and people being instructed to do one thing by the LORD and failing to 

do it. In particular we see this reality when the LORD delivers an adversary into someone’s hand. Why is 

this such an issue for the people of the OT? Is this still an issue today? 

 
 

 

Week 31 Wednesday  1 Kings 21:1-22:53 
Why does Naboth not want to give his vineyard to King Ahab? How does King Ahab respond? Who took 

care of the desire of King Ahab? Who received recompense for the action? Why? 

Naboth seeks to maintain the inheritance given his family as a part of the entry into the promised land.  

The people were not supposed to five away their inheritance. Ahab, hears his refusal and is discouraged 

by it.  Jezebel sees this response and believes that the king should just take the land. She goes ahead and 

arranges the death of Naboth so that the vineyard would be free for the taking. This action displeased 

God, so he declared judgment upon Ahab and his household. Ahab is the primary subject of the 

punishment because he is the one ultimately responsible. Even if he is not the one who carried out the 

deceit, he is the one responsible for the actions. 
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What does the LORD use to bring an end to Ahab? 

 He has the false prophets prophesy falsely so that Ahab goes forth into battle ill-advised. 

 

In 1 Kings 22:17 we see Micaiah prophesy that the people would be like sheep without a shepherd.  

What does this aspect of the prophecy illustrate? How does this connect to Numbers 27:17 and Mark 

6:34 and Matthew 9:36? 

The loss of the leadership via the king provides a glimpse at how far Israel has come from the transition 

that took place between Moses and Joshua.  The reality is that people are going to be like sheep without a 

shepherd because the leadership has failed them. This is the state in which Jesus finds them during his 

ministry. He provides the leadership and care of that shepherd. 
 

Week 31 Thursday  2 Kings 1:1-2:25 
In 2 Kings 1:8 we see the description of Elijah. This description seems to be specifically alluded to in 

Mark 1:6 and the connection is again made in Mark 9:11-13. What connections are there between John 

the Baptist and Elijah? How are Moses and Joshua, Elijah and Elisha, and John the Baptist and Jesus all 

connected? 

John the Baptist’s ministry was largely a call of repentance. As we look at what Elijah did we see that same 

call to repentance present. 

 

Textually/historically we see the connections made among these leaders and the transitions from one to 

another. Moses and Joshua both parted waters. Elijah and Elisha also parted waters. All but Moses parted 

the Jordan waters. John the Baptist and Jesus were connected at the Jordan. Likewise there was a passing 

of their spirit from one to the next. While John the Baptist and Jesus did not have this same action, the 

Spirit was involved with their interaction as it came down upon Jesus during his baptism. 

 

What encouragement is provided for us as we see how one leader followed another? Do we see that 

same transition present today? Is it different today? Does the transition from John the Baptist to Jesus 

change things today? 

Jesus is the leader today. The transition in leadership ended with him. This being said, the people in 

leadership positions in the church, in particular pastors, do change. The care that God has shone in the 

past for those transitions in encouraging, especially when you keep in mind the fact that Jesus is the 

leader that transcends and oversees all these transitions.  

 

Week 31 Friday  2 Kings 3:1-4:44 
At the end of chapter 3 we see King Mesha sacrificing his firstborn son, the heir to his throne, on the city 

wall and wrath going forth against Israel. What is going on here? Whose wrath is this? Why does this 

action invoke wrath against Israel? 

This is a difficult question. One aspect of it is whose wrath is it? The text does not specify God’s wrath.  

This could be the wrath that Mesha was seeking from Chemosh (the god of the Moabites) that was 

anticipated by Israel and so they fled. This could be the wrath of the people of Moab as they were 

encouraged by this act of their king as he gave up his only son. Nonetheless, this is a difficult passage for 

which we do not have an easy and definitive answer. 
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How do the acts of Elisha compare to the miracles that Jesus performed? What does this teach us about 

Jesus and his fulfilling the office of prophet? 

We see the raising of the dead, the provision of food, and the general flavor of the miracles reflecting the 

miracles of Christ. As we see these connections we see that Jesus certainly followed in the line of and 

brought climax to the office of prophet. 
 

Week 31 Saturday  2 Kings 5:1-27 
What arrogance do we see in Naaman? Do we ever respond like he did? Yet what does God provide? 

Naaman was given a cleansing, yet he was not happy with the manner in which he was to be cleansed.   

He thought he deserved the first class healing. He was hoping for a wand wave or something. I think we 

fall into this trap sometimes as we look for quick fixes and easy solutions. Nonetheless, in spite of his 

arrogance, God heals him and us (sometimes) anyway. What a blessing!  

 

What issue did Gehazi have? Do we see that today? 

Gehazi tried to get profit from the free gift. He saw the miracle, albelit given by God, and thought that it 

only made sense to take Naaman’s money. Today this happens too. When this  gets into people’s 

mindsets we need to keep in mind the text from Matthew 10.8 “Freely you have received; freely give.” 

 

Week 32 

Week 32 Monday  2 Kings 6:1-7:20 
Was Elisha concerned about the Syrian army as it surrounded him in Dothan? Was the servant of Elisha 

concerned? Why? 

Elisha was not concerned even though his servant approached him with such dire news. Elisha knew that 

God was protecting him and trusted in his protection. He then calls upon the LORD to reveal to his servant 

the comfort that he has, the reality that the horses and chariots of fire of God were there in the 

mountains for protection. 

 

Do you find yourself not seeing the support of the LORD in difficult times in life? Do you find yourself 

praying that the LORD would open others eyes to see the support of the LORD? 

 

 

What lesson do we learn from the word of the LORD Elisha shared with the captain of the army? Cf. 

Genesis 18.14. 

 Trust the word of the LORD; it does not fail. Even if the word seems implausible, the word is 

 trustworthy. 

Week 32 Tuesday  2 Kings 8:1-29 
Why was Elisha sad, cf. 8:11-12? If it pained Elisha so much, why did Elisha go through with the 

pronouncement? Why didn’t Elisha do something to prevent Hazael from becoming king and carrying 

out these acts against Israel? 
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Elisha recognized the judgment that faced Israel. It saddened him to see the people get punished and face 

this judgment. Nonetheless, the prophet knew that this was God’s judgment; it was what should be done. 

 

Cf. Luke 19:41-44; 13:34-35. What connections do we see between Elisha and Jesus? What does this 

teach us about the activity of judgment and the people who proclaim judgment? 

Jesus weeps over the judgment that awaits Jerusalem. He does not like the fact that Jerusalem deserves 

judgment; yet he still pronounces judgment. This reflects God’s proper work and his alien work. God’s 

proper work is love and mercy; this is the work he seeks to do and desires to do. God’s alien work is 

judgment and punishment; this is the work that is not his desire. Nonetheless he is just and thus he must 

carry out the judgment even in sorrow. 

 

Week 32 Wednesday  2 Kings 9:1-10:36 
In 9:21 we recognize that the death of Joram and Ahaziah was the product of Ahab’s failure with 

Naboth’s vineyard, cf. 1 Kings 21:17-24.  What lesson does this teach us as we encounter matters of 

repercussions and the celerity with which they come? 

Repercussions are not always initially obvious. Just because you do not see the repercussions, they 

generally are there. We, as people of God, should act honorably and uprightly. We should also recognize 

that it is important. 

Jehu brought judgment on the people and he eliminated the house of Ahab. He also eliminated the 

prophets of Baal. Yet Jehu failed to walked according to the teaching of the LORD. He did not turn from 

the sins of Jeroboam. What were the sins of Jeroboam and why do they keep coming up? 

The sin of Jeroboam was that he made the people of Israel worship at Bethel and Dan before the  golden 

calves there. This sin is at the heart of the problem of the people of Israel. They are worshipping contrary 

to what God has called them to in worship. Thus as the rulers in Israel continue to be listed, the failure of 

Jeroboam continues as well. They continue to have the people worship at Bethel and Dan because they 

fear that the people might leave Israel and side with Judah. 

 

Week 32 Thursday  2 Kings 11:1-12:21 
By what methods do the kings of Israel and Judah ascend to the throne? How do they fall from the 

throne? What does this teach us about the flavor of societal order in Israel and Judah at this time? Do 

we see this in the transportation of Israel’s treasures to the king of Syria? 

People ascended to the throne either by being the king’s son or by assassination/coup d’etat. They rose 

and fell largely by political means and political mentalities. To be certain, God did proclaim judgment 

upon various rulers and their houses, but the people still sought their own methods of maintaining power 

and position. Ultimately it seems that the politics mean more to the rulers than the promises of God. This 

is the case when we look at Jehoash’s sending of the treasures of Israel to King Hazael. Jehoash did not 

turn to God for help, rather he found a political solution. 

 

How do you face challenges in life? How do you seek to move up in the world (whether at work or in 

school)? 
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Week 32 Friday  2 Kings 13:1-14:29 
In 2 Kings 14:6 we hear that each one shall die for his own sin. This passage reflects Deuteronomy 24:16.  

How does this statement relate to Jesus’ death? How does it relate to us? 

Jesus certainly did not die for his own sin.  He was punished for the sins of others for the sins of the world.  

His death was a sacrifice. The punishment of the servants who had killed Amaziah’s father was specific to 

them and their actions; it did not extend to their children. The statement can also be extended to the 

reality that punishment for sin is death and each person is responsible for their own sins. While we die 

because of Adam’s sin, we die because all sinned, cf. Romans 5:12.  Adam brought sin into the world, sin 

passed down to us. But that sin becomes our own sin as we actively sin in our own lives. 

 

Week 32 Saturday  2 Kings 15:1-16:20 
The kings of Judah are listed as not taking down the high places. How does this repeated statement 

relate to the statement for the kings of Israel, i.e. “he did not depart from the sins of Jeroboam, which 

he made Israel to sin” (ESV)? What does this statement tell us? 

The sins of Jeroboam were specific to Israel. Jeroboam had the people of Israel worship not only  away 

from Jerusalem, but he also had them worship with foreign objects, i.e. the golden calves. Nonetheless, as 

the line reads concerning the kings of Judah, we realize that the kings of Judah were also at fault. They 

permitted worship at other sites than the site authorized by God, i.e. the temple in Jerusalem. As a result, 

while it is not the sin of Jeroboam, we still can see the failure among the kings. 

 

Ahaz was particularly bad with regards to following the way of the LORD. He burned his son as an 

offering just as the nations do. He also sacrificed and made offerings in the high places. He even paid 

tribute to Tiglath-pileser so that he would protect him against Syria to the north. What led Ahaz to 

commit these sins, cf. Isaiah 7? Have you ever responded in a similar way? 

Ahaz was afraid. Isaiah 7:2 says that Ahaz shook with fear in face of the alliance of Syria and Ephraim. He 

was afraid and so he went after all of those other ‘options’ to calm his fears. He tended to trust what he 

could do and manipulate more than God and his protection. 

 

Week 33 

Week 33 Monday  2 Kings 17:1-41 
Ever since the formation of Israel, Israel seems to have one theme in the book of Kings. How would you 

summarize the status and activity of Israel throughout its history? What was the result of Israel’s 

actions? 

Israel continually walked in the ways of its first king, Jeroboam. The sins of Jeroboam penetrated the 

people and they too sinned. The people became trapped by the sin of idolatry and they did not stray from 

it. As a result, the land vomited the people out, just as it did the people before them; they were driven 

from the land, just as was promised by God. 
 

Did the people who resettled Samaria do any better? How do you do at following the instructions of the 

LORD? 



Through the Scriptures 

The people resettling Samaria did not do any better and we do not do any better. Certainly, we trust in 

the LORD alone, but even there we have times in our lives where we look to money and resources as our 

source of security.  Ultimately we too have deserved exile, but we have been delivered by the only one 

who has lived in the land under the promises of God fully and completely, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

Week 33 Tuesday  2 Kings 18:1-19:37 
How did Hezekiah stand among the kings? To whom is he compared? Why? 

Hezekiah is incomparable when set beside all the kings of Judah. He was faithful to God and he tore down 

the high places and the objects of worship. 
 

How did Hezekiah respond to the Assyrian threat? Did his response live up to his reputation? What 

adjusted his thinking during these situations? 

Hezekiah’s first response seems to be giving all of the treasures of Judah to Assyria. Hezekiah even 

stripped the gold off the doors of the house of the LORD. After this payment of tribute, Assyria came to 

the doorstep of Jerusalem and challenged Hezekiah, Judah, and their God.  After destroying the high 

places and giving away all the precious metals, Hezekiah did not have much in which he could trust. In the 

face of this, Hezekiah turned to the LORD and is reassured in his stance. Isaiah speaks an encouraging 

word of the LORD to Hezekiah and a condemning word concerning Sennacherib. This shift provided the 

strength for Hezekiah’s defiance of the request of Sennacherib. 
 

How do you do in the face of challenges in your life? How do you do in the face of people making fun of 

your faith? Where do you find strength, support, and encouragement? 
 

Week 33 Wednesday  2 Kings 20:1-21 
In the face of death, Hezekiah went to the LORD in prayer and the LORD had him regain health. Why did 

God heal Hezekiah? Was he originally planning to heal? What does this teach us about prayer? What is 

its influence? What is its value? 

Hezekiah’s prayer and God’s response gives us encouragement to pray. The very fact that God was not 

intending Hezekiah to be healed, but then decided to heal him reminds us that God hears our prayers, 

that God can and does change his mind, and that God cares for us. 
 

This healing God accomplishes for his own sake and the sake of God’s servant David. This reminds us that 

our prayers are to be in Jesus’ name, i.e. in the perspective of and driven by God’s will. 
 

For what reason do the words of judgment come upon Hezekiah? Is this a problem for us? 

It seems like Hezekiah was boasting as much in himself and his accomplishments and status as in God and 

all the gifts he gives. 

Week 33 Thursday  2 Kings 21:1-26 
Manasseh reigned fifty-five years. As you may have noticed in the course of Israel and Judah’s history, 

long reigns mean stability and security. Reigns characterized by stability and security are also 

characterized by one of two responses to the stability. We see this in Hezekiah’s and Manasseh’s reigns. 

What responses are present and why are these two responses connected with prosperity? Do we see 

this reality today? 



Through the Scriptures 

Hezekiah’s reign is stable, with the exception of the Assyrian encampment at Jerusalem. But even here we 

see relative stability. Stability comes and continues in this case because he trusts in the LORD. The LORD 

provides and Hezekiah as a response trusts in him. Manasseh on the other hand had a relatively stable 

reign and he went in another common direction. He restored all the altars and false gods. Manasseh in 

security turned to false gods and trusted in them. Manasseh did not ‘need’ a real God because the 

situation was stable. 

 

Today we recognize that people respond to stability in a similar way. They respond in grateful obedience 

and worship or they respond with security in themselves and the creation of their own hands. 

 

How do you respond to prosperity in a healthy way? 

 

 

Week 33 Friday  2 Kings 22:1-23:37 
Much of Josiah’s reign seems characterized by the reforms present within it. These reforms were 

spurred on by the discovery of the book of the law. Many scholars believe that this would have been or 

at least included the book of Deuteronomy. For us it seems unthinkable to lose a writing of such 

importance. But do people, and groups of people, lose the Scriptures or parts of Scriptures from time to 

time? How frequently does this happen among us?  What does it look like? 

 

 

By the end of Manasseh’s reign, God had had enough of the people of Judah. Yet, because of Josiah’s 

repentant heart, he spared him and the people during his life. Why is a repentant heart so important to 

God?  How does it reflect God’s desire for Judah (and Israel) and for us? 

The repentant heart is the heart that is turned back to the relationship God intended. When God sees the 

life he desires, i.e. the life of faith, then the past is not as great of an issue. Thus he responds well to the 

repentant heart. 

 

Week 33 Saturday  2 Kings 24:1-25:30 
To what extent did Judah go into exile? What did this mean for the nation? What does the description of 

the exile illustrate? 

Judah’s exile was not a mere vacation in a foreign land. The people’s land was lost, their worship setting 

destroyed, their skilled and educated people removed, and there really wasn’t anything left. In fact, even 

the people left rose up and had to flee to Egypt. The nation was dead. 

 

Is the exile important for Judah (and Israel)? Do we face similar, although generally not to the same 

extent, situations? How do they help us in our faith and life? 

Death is helpful in bringing new life. As the people are shown their utter dependency on God, they begin 

to trust him more thoroughly. Likewise, in our lives, it is helpful for us to have some difficult times so that 

we can be reminded of God’s graciousness and our dependence on him. 
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Week 34 

Week 34 Monday  Isaiah 1:1-2:22 
What is the problem presented in chapter 1? How thorough is the problem? 

The people of Israel (probably intended to include Judah) do not know the LORD (1:3). They have denied 

and left their relationship. Now they are without understanding and have become thoroughly sick (1:5-6). 

 

How do the people’s attempts at rectifying the situation illustrate the problem rather than achieve the 

solution? What is the real solution? 

The people seek to appease God through empty ritual (1:11-15) as if God would fall for their ploys or as if 

God were so base that the people could give God a banana and he would do tricks for them. The real 

solution is in God making them clean. Though their sins were like scarlet they will be as white as snow 

(1.18). Here in forgiveness the people’s relationship with God is restored and they again benefit from the 

fruit of the promise. 

 

How thorough is your problem? Do we fall into the trap of Israel sometimes? Do we fail to know the 

LORD sometimes? How is that problem addressed in our lives? 

Our problem is total. It penetrates our bodies and lives. Pride, selfishness, etc. keep cropping up in our 

lives and we continue to struggle with them. Yet even in the face of our struggles, we rejoice that our sins 

have been made white as snow and we have been restored to proper relationship with God through 

Jesus’ death and resurrection. 

 

In chapter 2:1-5 we see that the nations are blessed through the house of the Jacob in the latter days. 

How are the nations blessed? 

The nations stream to the cross of Jesus, the son of Jacob, and he brings peace and proper relationship to 

God (present in the instructions of his ways). In him all nations are blessed. 

 

Week 34 Tuesday  Isaiah 3:1-4:6 
In chapter 3 we hear that Judah will be exiled.  What reasons are given?  Do any of these issues sound 

familiar to us today? 

Their speech and deeds are against the LORD (3:8).  They flaunt their sin (3:9).  The societal order has 

deteriorated (3:12). Their guides are misleading them (3:12). Oppression of the people, namely the poor 

(3:14-15). 
 

What promise is given to the people? What is the nature of the promise in relation to the problem? 

The promise is forgiveness that restores the promise. Echoes from the wilderness (1.5 cloud and fire) 

illustrate God’s provision. These things assure the people of life. This promise is life as God intended it and 

not the death that the people create by acting contrary to what God intended. 

 

What do you equate with the good life?  How does the contrast between Judah’s reality in chapter three 

and the promise in chapter four instruct us towards a proper understanding of the good life? 

Here we see that we should see the good life as proper and perfect relationship with God and not 

hedonistic pleasures. 
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Week 34 Wednesday  Isaiah 5:1-6:13 
Given all that we have read in Genesis through 2 Kings, in what ways do we see the people of Israel 

producing fruits improper for a vineyard that has been cared for in such a way? What issues do the woes 

bring out? How do you relate to Israel/Judah? 

The people of Israel repeatedly caroused, were greedy and hoarding, cheated, called evil good and good 

evil, promoted their own thinking, and acted unjustly. 

As Isaiah sees the true king of Israel, we see the heart of the problem Israel/Judah faced. They did not 

live with God as their king. They sought to rule themselves and establish their own agenda. We see this 

problem still today. What had to happen for Isaiah in the face of this reality? for Israel/Judah? for people 

still today? 

 People must die to their own self autonomy and be brought to true life by the forgiveness of sins. 

 

Week 34 Thursday  Isaiah 7:1-8:22 
Where was king Ahaz’s trust?  Was he firm at all, cf. 7:9? 

Ahaz seems to have trusted in himself and his own politics. He did not seem to maintain a firmness in the 

faith and as a result was not firm at all. 

 

What is the sign given in 7:14? Is this a positive sign or a negative sign, cf. 8:8? Is God’s presence a 

positive promise for you or is it a negative? 

The sign of a young woman conceiving and bearing a child that would be called Immanuel, God is with us 

is both a positive sign and a negative sign. Certainly in Ahaz’s immediate context the presence of God is 

probably not received all that positively. It is the judgment that comes from his lack of trust. It is the king 

of Assyria breathing down his neck. Ultimately though, the presence of God is positive as we see it come 

in his Son, Jesus. 

 

Week 34 Friday  Isaiah 9:1-10:34 
What becomes of the promise to Abraham that his descendants would be like the sand on the seashore, 

cf. 10:21-22?  Had the promise been fulfilled already? 

Here we see the incomplete nature of the various manifestations of the fulfilled promise to Abraham. We 

saw the incomplete nature in Joseph’s time, in Joshua’s time and in Solomon’s time. Only in Christ is it 

fully fulfilled and all nations are blessed to be among the descendants, cf. 9.2ff. 

 

How did Assyria respond to the task God gave them? Do we face the same problem in our lives that 

Assyria faced? When? 

Assyria misunderstood the task of executing God’s judgment as evidence of their own strength. As a 

result, God brought down the Assyria arrogance through Babylon. 

 

Week 34 Saturday  Isaiah 11:1-12:6 
What does the shoot of Jesse bring? What is central to understanding the fruit of Jesse’s stump? 



Through the Scriptures 

The shoot of Jesse, namely Jesus, brings perfect peace. He brings the proper state of things that God 

intended from the beginning. In particular he brings to fruition knowing the LORD. This knowledge of the 

LORD is central to this idyllic state, cf. 11.9. 
 

In 11.15 there is a clear allusion to the wilderness wanderings and the events of Israel’s crossing river 

and sea on dry ground. What does this allusion highlight for the people of Judah as Isaiah proclaims this 

message? What does it highlight for us? 

The allusion gives people assurance in the face of the enemy, exile, and general problems of life.  It 

reminds them that in the midst of these things God will provide safety and will certainly, as certainly as he 

had acted in the past, bring the people home. Likewise, we are comforted in the struggles of our lives 

knowing that the LORD is our God and he will take care of us. 
 

How does chapter 12 wrap up the joy that awaits us and illustrate once again what lies at the heart of it 

all? 

The hope is in the restoration of proper relationship with God. This relationship we see in these verses of 

celebration. 

Week 35 

Week 35 Monday  Isaiah 13:1-16:14 
What is the reason for the judgment against the nations? 

The nations are punished for their wickedness and iniquity, cf. Isaiah 13:11. They have brought the 

judgment upon themselves. 

 

For whom is there hope? 

There is hope in Jacob and for all those who attach themselves to the house of Jacob, cf. Isaiah 14:1; 16:4-

5. We see this hope ultimately in Jesus, the Son of David. 

 

What words of instruction do we find here for our lives? 

We should not trust in our own ability or strength. Those who have done anything against God’s will 

deserve God’s wrath. Only in Christ do we have hope and safety from judgment. 

 

Week 35 Tuesday  Isaiah 17:1-20:6 
Repeatedly we see that the end goal of the judgment is the turning of the nations to God, cf. Isaiah 17:7-

8; 18:7; 19:21. What implications does this bear for the people of Israel? For us? 

God cares about those outside of the faith; the people of Israel and we should care about the people 

outside of the faith.  Even though someone oppresses us or clearly stands contrary to the faith, we should 

still be concerned for their salvation. 

 

The people of Israel had a bad habit of turning to Egypt for protection and help against their other 

enemies. Egypt turned out to never be able to help them. How do chapters nineteen and twenty offer 

advice to the people of Israel? Can you relate to this problem and learn from this advice? 



Through the Scriptures 

In 19:1 we see God coming in judgment in the very manner Egypt generally conquered. Egypt was known 

for their chariots; God comes as a charioteer to bring judgment on Egypt. In 19:19 we see that Egypt 

cannot even save itself. In 20:6 we see the message to Israel. Egypt is not someone you can trust; trust in 

God alone. 

 

Week 35 Wednesday  Isaiah 21:1-23:18 
In Isaiah 23:1 the pronouncement goes forth that Tyre is stripped of her livelihood. Her harbors are 

destroyed and her dwelling places removed. How severe of a punishment is this for the people of Tyre? 

How severe of a punishment would it be for you to lose your livelihood? What does such a judgment 

force you to do? 

To lose one’s livelihood is a difficult judgment because it takes away the thing in which people so  often 

put their trust and identity. It can also be a difficulty for us. Facing such a judgment really raises the 

question for us: Where is our security? Our true security is in the God who cannot be taken away. As we 

remember this truth, we grow in our faith and gain true security. 

 

What nations/regions have been spoken against? Why? Cf. Romans 3:21-26. 

Babylon, Assyria, Philistia, Moab, Syria, Cush, Egypt, wilderness/sea?, Dumah, Arabia, Tyre, and Judah and 

Israel (extending to chapters 1-12) have all been spoken against. This list is essentially all of the 

surrounding nations and regions. All face judgment because all have fallen short. Nonetheless, all find 

their hope in Zion. 

 

Week 35 Thursday  Isaiah 24:1-25:12 
Who are the poor and needy?  How does this relate to the oracles concerning the nations? 

The poor and in need are all those who have been brought low, cf. Isaiah 25:1-4. This connects to the 

oracles because all the nations will see their need in their judgment. 

 

What is the rich feast as found in Isaiah 25:6-8? 

We would see this as the marriage feast of the lamb. This is the eschatological feast that is on the last day 

that celebrates the fullness of the salvation of our God. People from every nation will stream to the Lamb 

in faith, cf. Revelation 7:9ff.; 19:6-9; and 21:26. 

 

In your life, do you view yourself as poor and in need or as a strong nation? How should you view 

yourself? Why? How does that manifest itself in your life? 

  

 

Week 35 Friday  Isaiah 26:1-27:13 
What hope is given to the people in the face of a daunting enemy, cf. 26:1-5? How does this picture 

compare to Revelation 21:1-4, 22-27? Do you cling to this hope? How does this manifest itself? 

The city is strong and the people are safe within.  It is unlike the city that can be besieged by the enemy.  

God is their strength and their security. This is the hope proclaimed in Revelation. There is no need to lock 

the doors; life is secure in the Holy City of God. 



Through the Scriptures 

 

What is the hope of the faithful, cf. 26:7-11? Is this your hope too? Should this be your hope? How does 

this belief manifest itself in your day to day life? 

The hope of the faithful is that justice and righteousness prevail. The faithful seek to do what God desires 

and not the selfish goals we often are encouraged to strive for in today’s world. The judgment concerning 

the nations illustrates this as well. The joy in their demise is not one that relishes the downfall of others, 

rather it is the joy in the bringing people to righteousness. 
 

Note the hope of the vineyard in 27:2-6. This is the goal desired of the vineyard planted in chapter 5. 

How does this goal come to fruition? How does the vineyard fill the world with its fruit? Cf. John 15. 

In Christ the vineyard is fruitful. He cleans it and makes it productive. In him we are given life to bring life 

to the nations. In him we go forth and bear fruit. 
 

Week 35 Saturday  Isaiah 28:1-29:24 
Is the Lord’s judgment found in the exile loving or vengeful? 

In 28.11 we see that the people of a strange tongue will be used to speak to his people. This is the goal; 

this is a goal of love not hate. 
 

How long does the Lord wait for judgment? Cf. Isaiah 28:24, 28 and 2 Peter 3:9. What does this teach 

us? 

The Lord does not wait forever. We should expect the judgment. We should also recognize the delay in 

judgment as an opportunity for repentance. It is opportunity for us to repent (although hopefully we 

already live in a state of repentance) and an opportunity for us to lead others to repentance. 
 

Is Jerusalem and Judah aware of what is happening to their nation (as prophesied in Isaiah 29)? Is this 

prophecy just a reality for Jerusalem in Isaiah’s day? When and how does the understanding come? 

Jerusalem and Judah are deaf and blind. They do not see; they will go into exile. In Jesus’ ministry we see 

the people who are blind and deaf as well, cf. Mk 4:12. We too are in the midst of blindness and inability 

to hear.  Jesus is the one who gives understanding and is able to open the sealed book, cf. Revelation 5:5. 

In Jesus life, death, resurrection, and ascension we are given understanding as the Spirit opens our eyes 

and ears. Only through him does it all make sense; only in him are we freed from our own sin tainted 

understanding to rejoice in the righteousness of God. 

Week 36 

Week 36 Monday  Isaiah 30:1-31:9 
What is a major problem that is presented in these two chapters? How do Judah’s actions add sin upon 

sin, cf. 30:1? 

In these chapters we see Judah putting trust in Egypt and its chariots and horses rather than the LORD. 

The people look to the tangible fleshly things rather than the intangible certainty of the care of the LORD. 

As a result, the people dig themselves deeper and deeper into a hole. They are attacked because of their 

departure from the LORD; they find no protection because they do not turn to the LORD in their fear. 
  

What is the Egypt of today? To what things are people drawn for security rather than God? 



Through the Scriptures 

Money, popularity, friends, family, work, etc. are all avenues that people pursue for security and identity. 

Yet for the people of God, we have all the security we need in our Christian identity. God has claimed us 

and made us his children. 
 

In Isaiah 30:10 we hear the children of Israel say to seers “do not see” and to prophets “do not prophesy 

to us what is right”. What are the people doing? Is this a problem today? 

The people are telling the people who are instructing and directing them that they should tell them what 

their itching ears want to hear and not what their ears need to hear, cf. 2 Timothy 4:3. We certainly see 

this today in our political realm and the church. People often decide upon the answer they want and then 

ask the question; they continue to ask until they find someone to give the pre-approved answer. 
 

Week 36 Tuesday  Isaiah 32:1-20 
What images are presented to convey the security and safety that the people of Israel would enjoy in 

the future? Where do we find a king who reigns in righteousness? How does this king provide security 

and safety? 

We see the image of a place that protects from the wind and storm; the water in the desert; shade in the 

heat of the wilderness. In Christ we see the king of righteousness. He provides us safety from God’s 

judgment and gives us confidence in the face of suffering and death; in him we have eternal life. 

 

When is the fool called noble? Does this happen today? What will bring this to an end? 

The fool is called noble every time the world exalts fallen reason. This certainly happens today. We see 

this in the denials of Christianity as not academic or naïve. 1 Corinthians 2:6ff illustrates that the wisdom 

of God, i.e. true wisdom, is foolishness to the world. The world does not understand it and calls it foolish 

until all know the wisdom of God in Christ Jesus; they will all know him from the least to the greatest on 

that last day. 

 

Week 36 Wednesday  Isaiah 33:1-35:10 
Frequently we have seen the image of eyes and ears, open or shut, connected to understanding and lack 

thereof, what is the common situation of eyes being open and ears unstopped?  When does it happen, 

cf. Isaiah 35:5?  Why? 

Eyes and ears are only open and unstopped when people have been brought low and shown that their 

hope is only in the LORD. It comes after exile/death. Without complete removal of all source of pride or 

hope outside of God, people continue to look to themselves and their own devices for help. They must be 

freed from these things by being shown their futility. 

 

Who can dwell with the consuming fire, cf. 33:14? How well do we recognize this today? 

 Only the righteous, i.e. Jesus and those clothed in his righteousness, can stand in the judgment. 

Week 36 Thursday  Isaiah 36:1-39:8 
How did Judah’s foreign policy shift in the face of Sennacherib’s army? 

Hezekiah was instructed to turn away from looking to Egypt for help and to trust in the LORD. Hezekiah 

took this advice and prayed to the LORD for help and the Angel of the LORD wiped out 185,000 of 



Through the Scriptures 

Sennacherib’s army. Hezekiah realized that the LORD was much more trustworthy than that broken reed 

of a staff that will go right through the hand of any who lean on it, cf. 36:6. 

 

Was Sennacherib sent by the LORD to attack Judah? Why did Sennacherib lose the battle? What lesson 

do we learn from Sennacherib? 

Sennacherib was sent by the LORD. While Sennacherib taunted the people in Jerusalem with that claim, 

he did not seem to recognize this position in battle, namely when he was taunting the people. The very 

LORD that he said sent him is the one he mocked. He quickly and easily forgot that his victories came at 

the hand of the LORD. We too can learn not to get proud of our victories and accomplishments but rather 

give thanks to God for everything and trust in him. 

 

Notice the contrast between Ahaz and Hezekiah, cf. 7:11ff., 37:30, and 38:7. 

 Hezekiah was given and accepted the signs of God, Ahaz did not. 

 

What did Hezekiah do wrong by showing the Babylonians the treasury? Do we fall into that trap? 

Hezekiah seems to have been either demonstrating his wealth or encouraging the Babylonians to a future 

relationship. Sometimes we like to show people what we have accomplished either monetarily or with 

regards to general success. We show people our success rather than the blessings of God. If Hezekiah was 

looking for a future alliance, he missed the lesson learned in the deliverance from Sennacherib’s army. 

 

Week 36 Friday  Isaiah 40:1-41:29 
What hope is there for the people facing exile? 

They are shown the light at the end of the tunnel. The people’s warfare and difficulties will not be forever; 

they will be given peace. This word gives certainty because the word of our God will stand forever, 40:8. 

The people are also encouraged because they know that in the LORD they have strength and endurance, 

cf. 40:31. 

 

What contrast is presented in chapter 41? How does this instruct you in your lives? 

The LORD is faithful and he has promised to be with us. We trust in him and he comes through. Idols on 

the other hand are nothing. They do not respond and do not accomplish anything, cf. 41.23-24. 

Regardless of what form the idol takes, it is idle and does not come through in the end. This is instructive 

for us as we look to God above anything/one else in this world. 

 

Week 36 Saturday  Isaiah 42:1-43:28 
Who is the Servant of the LORD? 

The simple answer to this question is Israel/Jacob, cf. 41:8. Yet we recognize in the many mentions of the 

servant of the LORD the characteristics do not always fit Israel; sometimes the references are clearly 

pointing to Jesus. Sometimes, cf. 42:19, we see that the references do not apply to Jesus but do apply to 

Israel. Here we see that the servant is Israel. Israel fails to be the servant fully and Jesus fulfills that role. 

He is the consummate servant of the LORD. He is Israel reduced to one person (this is born out in the 

Gospels as well), the firstborn son. Extending this further we see in the Gospels that Jesus proceeds to 

make for himself a new Israel (this is a significant aspect of having the 12 disciples). The Church thus is 

called to be the new Israel and live out the call of Israel. 



Through the Scriptures 

 

Why are the people of Israel formed, cf. 43:21?  What significance does this have for us? 

 The people are formed for God;  they are set apart that they might declare God’s praise. 

 

Week 37 

Week 37 Monday  Isaiah 44:1-45:25 
What is the foolishness of idolatry, cf. 44:9-20? How easy is it to fall into the trap of idolatry and trust in 

human devices and creations? 

The idol is a fabrication, the creation of a person. Because it is a fabrication, people should recognize that 

it bears no power or aid. Nonetheless, people continue to trust in it. 

 

What is the message for the people facing the reality of exile? What is the message for us in the 

difficulties we face in life? 

The suffering will come to an end. Trust should be placed in the LORD who formed us (in contrast to the 

idols we form). He is the first and the last. He knows what is coming and what has happened. The truth 

holds true for us as well. As we see the first and the last in Revelation (Revelation 22.13), we see the LORD 

over all, the LORD who has conquered. This same first and last gives us comfort and hope in the face of 

suffering. 

 

Week 37 Tuesday  Isaiah 46:1-47:15 
Isaiah 46:10 states that God declares the end from the beginning. What encouragement does this give 

us as we look to the future and make plans in life? 

We know that God is greater than our plans and our concerns with regards to our plans. He cares for us 

and will use us as he knows is best. He has had our salvation in mind from the beginning. He will see us 

through to that end. 

 

How did God use Babylon? What becomes Babylon’s downfall? 

God used Babylon to teach Israel a lesson. Babylon lost sight of this fact and began to think that the 

nation itself was the reason for success. As Babylon trusted in its advisors and wise men, it became 

haughty and failed to recognize God’s hand. As a result, God removed his hand from them. 

 

Do we fail to see God’s hand when he uses us in significant ways? Do we take pride in our actions, when 

we should recognize God’s hand? When? 

 

 

 

Week 37 Wednesday  Isaiah 48:1-49:26 
Why has Israel not been cut off? What does this teach us about our God? What comfort does this give to 

us? 



Through the Scriptures 

God has deferred his anger. He has deferred it until the servant of the LORD takes the anger upon himself. 

God’s patience is quite encouraging for us. As we have been claimed as God’s children, we know that he 

will be patient with us. He continually restores us and renews us as he put his anger on his Son on the 

cross. God does not forget his children. 

 

Why are the roads too narrow for the children? What does this tell us about the promises of our God? 

The children who had been decimated and exiled are going to become numerous. The bereaved one will 

have more children than one knows what to do with. We see this more clearly as Israel is reduced to one 

in Jesus Christ and then through Jesus Christ Israel becomes a great nation. 

 

What does Israel’s return teach the nations, cf. 49:26? 

 The nations will know that he is the LORD, the savior of Jacob. 

 

 

Week 37 Thursday  Isaiah 50:1-52:12 
We see the removal of the cup of wrath in 51:22. Where do we see this cup of wrath removed? 

The cup of wrath is removed as the people are brought back from exile. It is also, and more fully, removed 

as Jesus takes the cup of wrath and drinks it for us on the cross. 

 

The fear of the oppressors is an issue for those facing exile and for those who have been facing the 

imposing powers for some time. How does the text provide comfort and direction in the face of this 

fear? What does it say? What do we learn from this? 

In 51:12-13 we see the rebuke: Don’t be afraid of people who die, trust in the LORD. This perspective is a 

good reminder for us as we face issues in life that we let consume us. Even though these things are 

imposing, they are nothing when we hold to the confidence we have in God. In addition to this rebuke, 

the text also presents the beautiful picture of the safety to come. In 52:1-2 we see that no uncircumcised 

(in this context: a foreign power) will enter the holy city, cf. Revelation 21:27. This reminds that the 

opposing powers will not penetrate the walls. 

 

Note the attribute of the one bearing witness to this promise. “How beautiful upon the mountains are 

the feet of him who brings good news.” 52:7 (ESV). How does this encourage us for our witness? 

 

 

Week 37 Friday  Isaiah 52:13-53:12 
Today’s reading presents a beautiful picture of the Suffering Servant, Jesus Christ. What aspects stand 

out most to you? Why? 

 

 

Week 37 Saturday  Isaiah 54:1-57:21 
What is the promise of 54:4-6? What encouragement does this provide for people today? How does this 

instruct how we approach others with the good news? 



Through the Scriptures 

God is taking Israel, the adulterous Israel, back as his wife. Even though she had an inappropriate past, 

God takes her back. He restores her and redeems her. This reality that all of us have been called out of 

that type of situation encourages us to humbly approach others. It also reminds us that God forgives the 

repentant regardless of their past. 

 

How often do we spend money on that which is not bread, cf. 55:2? Is this a real problem today? 

People often turn to things of no value. They spend their time and energy on things that do not matter. 

They get wrapped up in them and they fail to see the fullness of the food and drink we have been given. 

This is evident in rampant consumerism and our priorities in using time. 

 

Who all rejoices in these promises, cf. 56:8? What does this tell us about our task as witnesses? 

God gathers even those not of Israel; he wants to gather more. This should encourage us to share our 

faith with those outside our circles. 

 

 

Week 38 

Week 38 Monday  Isaiah 58:1-59:21 
What is the fast God chooses? How does this translate for your life and today’s culture? 

The fast God chooses is the release from various oppressions, cf. 58:6-7. Ultimately we see this call 

fulfilled in Jesus as he releases us from the bondage to sin and delivers to eternal life. Having been given 

eternal life we can face the difficulties of life as freed people even though we are physically and possibly 

mentally still in bondage. As people of God we are called to seek this type of deliverance and freedom for 

the world around us even as we act helping the ‘least of these my brethren’, cf. Matthew 25:31-46. 
 

Is Isaiah 58:2-3 a reality today? 

We still see people doing things in hopes of the response it will produce. People feed the hungry so that 

God would look upon it favorably. They go to church to gain a favorable response from God. 

Unfortunately when things are done with this motivation, they are done for one’s own benefit and 

recognition. They are not done rightly; they are not done completely and totally out of love for God and 

the ensuing love for neighbor. 
 

In 59:15b we see the LORD displeased by the produce (or lack thereof) of people. How does the LORD 

respond to this failure?  How does this relate to Ephesians 6:10-20? 

The LORD took it upon himself to bring salvation and righteousness. We see this in Jesus the Christ as he 

heals the sick, casts out the demons, raises the dead and brings forgiveness of sins. We see this ultimately 

in his death and resurrection. This death and resurrection then helps us understand the full armor of God 

in Ephesians 6.  Everything we put on in Ephesians 6 is a defensive weapon that brings us back to and 

solidifies us in the victory already won for us in Jesus the Christ. This victory gives us confidence and 

stability in the face of all the flaming arrows that come our way. 
 



Through the Scriptures 

Week 38 Tuesday  Isaiah 60:1-62:12 
Today’s reading brings to mind many aspects of Revelation 21-22. Gates are continually open, cf. 60:11. 

There is no need of the light of the sun and moon for the LORD will be the everlasting light, cf. 60:19-20. 

The people are adorned with salvation and righteousness as a bride is adorned, cf. 61:10. God is groom 

and the church is the bride, cf. 62:5. Etc. How do these promises provide comfort for the people of 

Isaiah’s day? How do they provide comfort for us in the challenges of living out the Christian life? 

The words provide hope and confidence for the people of faith who are suffering the pains of exile and 

destruction induced by the military incursions into Judah and Israel. It points them to a day when their 

city walls will not be destroyed nor breeched. In today’s world, the Christian faces many struggles living 

out the faith. As we suffer, we look to this beautiful promise to press us forward in confidence. It reminds 

us that even though the Lamb was slain, he has begun his reign; even though we are slain, the victory is 

already Christ’s and the final restoration will certainly come. 
 

Week 38 Wednesday  Isaiah 63:1-66:24 
In Isaiah 63 we see the day of vengeance that comes upon all people. We see people forced to drink the 

cup of God’s wrath. Who faces this sentence? 

All those who are found guilty of sin face this sentence of God’s wrath. Nonetheless, for believers we are 

covered in righteousness so that even though we have sinned, the cup of God’s wrath is consumed by 

another, Jesus the Christ. We see this taking on of our affliction in 63:8-9. We also see the drinking of 

God’s wrath on the cross, cf. Luke 22:42. 
 

Why does the LORD harden the people’s heart, 63:17? Does this happen in our lives? 

The people needed to be knocked down to utter dependence upon God for them to claim God as their 

Father. God is not to be God by convenience, but God of the people in reality. For this life to happen, 

death must take place. This prayer illustrates the people at this state. Cf. Isaiah 6. 

Week 38 Thursday  Psalms 1-6 
As we approach the teachings of God, do we view them as the source of life and fruitfulness that is 

presented in Psalm 1? Should they be viewed in this way? How can we better recognize the teachings in 

our life as the gift that they are? 

 

 

What is the role of the king who sits on Zion, cf. Psalm 2? How does this relate to our perspective as we 

live out our daily life? 

The king who sits on Zion is the King! The “rulers” of the world plot in vain when they seek to rule 

contrary to him or without him. These words remind us that to live contrary to Jesus the Christ who has 

been lifted up and reigns as king is fruitless and futile. Instead, we rejoice in the King and the life that he 

brings us. Life in Jesus is true life. 
 

Week 38 Friday  Psalms 7-11 
What does Psalm 8 teach us about God, people, and the rest of creation? How does that instruct our 

lives? 



Through the Scriptures 

God is beyond us. His majesty exceeds all of our comprehension. He is God. Nonetheless, God has given 

people a special position. He has made people to be in relation with him and to have dominion over all of 

creation. As we see this reality of Genesis 1 and 2 reiterated, we also recognize that the gift has been 

marred by the Genesis 3 reality, the fall. We have sinned and broken the relationship for which God has 

made us. In the face of this failure, we see the gift God has given in the creation event and we seek to live 

in the restoration Christ provides and bring that restoration to others. We seek to care for creation and 

live in relationship with God. We see the travesty of sin and seek to live free from it as we have been 

freed in Christ. 
 

In Psalms 9 and 11 we are reminded that our confidence is in God and not people. No matter how 

oppressed we get, we have hope and confidence in the name of the LORD. What does this teach us for 

our day to day lives? Is this a difficult lesson? 

In our daily lives we should live trusting in the LORD; we should find our refuge in him. Unfortunately it is 

so easy to look to other things around us and trust in them for our confidence, e.g. money, popular 

opinion, etc. Yet in God only can we truly find source for hope and confidence. 
 

Psalm 10 provides a complaint from people who are watching all of these other people succeed even 

though they act contrary to God. The plea goes forth: “Do justice!” Have you ever related to the 

psalmist? When? How? What is the consolation? 

God will not forget the afflicted. Ultimately our hope is in the LORD. We need not get wrapped up in other 

people’s lives. 
 

Week 38 Saturday  Psalms 12-17 
Psalm 13 provides a plea of the suffering faithful. “How long!?!” Do you ever feel this way? Do you feel 

confident to pray as David prayed in this psalm? What gives us the opportunity to pray this way? 

Psalm 13:5 points out the source of David’s prayer: “But I have trusted in your steadfast love.” David and 

we make our pleas in recognition of who God is and what he does. The plea should not be a selfish one; 

rather the plea is one that seeks God’s desire. We know that God desires the ultimate good and we pray 

to him, like David did, recognizing that steadfast love. 
 

Who is the righteous one who dwells on God’s holy hill? 

Jesus is the righteous one. Through him, we too are the righteous ones. We too will enjoy the benefit of 

life on the holy hill. We will rejoice in the new Jerusalem on God’s holy mountain. 

 

Week 39 

Week 39 Monday  Hosea 1-3 
As you start your reading of Hosea, the first three chapters provide a basic background of the context in 

which Hosea preached. Israel, the northern kingdom, continually turns to other gods and is not sincere 

in worship of the LORD. Hosea communicates the coming end of the northern kingdom and the grace of 

God in the midst of it. Hosea prophesies in the eighth century B.C. 

 



Through the Scriptures 

What is Hosea called to do? What is the significance of the actions? Is this too harsh of imagery or 

insufficient to illustrate the sin of the northern kingdom? 

Hosea is called to marry a prostitute (or a wife who is prostituting) and have children by that prostitute. 

The wife illustrates the unfaithfulness of Israel. They looked to others to provide their needs and not the 

Lord. The children’s names illustrate the judgment that is ensuing for the people of Israel. After these 

things occur though, God will have mercy and again call the people his people. He will take back his 

faithless wife into a faithful relationship where they will seek the LORD and look to his goodness. 

 

Is this just a metaphor for the people of Israel? Do we act as the people of Israel did sometimes? Where 

in your life does this happen? When does this happen? How does God act in response? 

 

Week 39 Tuesday  Hosea 4-5 
The following chapters bring about the cause for the verdict presented in chapters one through three. In 

chapter 4:1 we hear that the LORD is bring a lawsuit against the people of Israel (the ESV has 

controversy). The lawsuit stems out of the covenant relationship that was established at Mt. Sinai. The 

LORD here is calling Israel to task for not fulfilling their promises. Are you ever in need of being 

reprimanded for not living up to the promises you made in your baptism, confirmation, and your 

confession of faith? Who and what do you have to assist you in being reprimanded? 

 

In 4:4 we see the accusation of the priest as the point of contention. What does it seem like the priests 

are doing in Israel? Do you see any points of comparison today? 

It seems like the priests are feeding on the failure of the people. 4:8 might suggest that the priests are 

getting fat/wealthy off of the people’s guilt. The priests also are not directing them to the LORD, rather 

they direct them to a piece of wood or a walking staff, cf. 4:12. They offer up sacrifices, but it is just a 

show; they are going through the motions. 

 

As a result of all of this unfaithfulness, the children are alien to the LORD, cf. 5:7. Do we see the results 

of faithlessness in our culture? In our lives? How do we address this issue? 

 

Week 39 Wednesday  Hosea 6-8 
What is God’s goal for Israel, cf. 6:6? What is the people’s goal for God, cf. 7:14? How is this discrepancy 

remedied? Do we see this today? In your life? What is needed today? 

God’s goal for the people is for them to know Him. He wants them to be a faithful wife to Him. He wants 

them to intimately be connected to him. The people seem to want the good life. They are concerned 

about getting their new wine and the like. As a result, the people will need to be cut off. They need to be 

exiled that they might be shown the grace of God as he takes the people back. We see this still today. 

People want to use God for their purposes. He is the God of utility.  Yet only when the people are 

exiled/dead to their own desires does the good and gracious will of God become intimately their will and 

they begin to enjoy the marriage God desires. 

 

In today’s reading we see that Israel is unfaithful. Israel goes the way that seems most beneficial at the 

time and acts in its own best interest. They seek the help of Egypt and Assyria aimlessly looking for 



Through the Scriptures 

support from another, cf. 7:11. They create their own line of kings, contrary to God’s Davidic line, for 

leadership, cf. 8:4. Do we have this problem of looking to ourselves and others/other things rather than 

God for leadership and help in our culture? In our church? In our own lives? When and where? 

 
 

Week 39 Thursday  Hosea 9-10 
Consider the situation of Israel. Israel continued to have the benefits of God’s love and care even while 

they had forgotten about God. But “woe to them when I depart from them,” 9:12. How does this reality 

relate to unbelievers today and the future that awaits them? 

This situation illustrates well the nature of the final judgment. Currently all people living enjoy the 

benefits of the sun and rain, etc. Yet there will come a time when the good gifts of God will be only for 

those who have eternal life. All others will suffer eternal death, i.e. life separated from God and all of his 

benefits. This is Hell. 
 

At 10.1 we see that prosperity has lead many people in Israel to go away from God. Why is this situation 

the case? Do we see this today? How do we combat this tendency? What does this mean for our 

affluent society? 

When everything is provided, it can be easy to forget who provides it. Daily recognition of the gifts of God 

as gifts, is important. Tearing down false altars of false security is also important. 
 

In the book of Hosea, we hear much about the failure of Israel. But the point of highlighting Israel’s 

failure is not to say Israel must do better. Rather the goal is for people to recognize the righteousness of 

God that brings forgiveness and hope. In this righteousness Israel will actual do better because their 

focus is appropriate. Do you ever take your eyes of God’s righteousness and focus on our own doing? 

Have you trusted in yourself and reaped distruction? How did you respond? How did God respond? 

 
 

Week 39 Friday  Hosea 11-12 
At 11:1 we find the passage ‘out of Egypt I called my Son.’ To what does this passage refer? Cf. Exodus 

4:22-23 and Matthew 2:15. What does this teach us about prophecy? 

The passage refers back to the exodus out of Egypt and forward to the return of Jesus out of hiding in 

Egypt. This passage reminds us that prophecy can be complex and nuanced. 
 

In today’s reading we see how much the LORD loves his children Israel. He just cannot abandon his 

children. In baptism we are called/made children of God. What does today’s reading teach you about 

the confidence you should have in your life? How do you respond to that confidence? 

 
 

Week 39 Saturday  Hosea 13-14 
Chapter 14 is a summary chapter: the call to return to the LORD; the desire of the LORD to heal them 

and bring forth bounty for them; and the call to abandon fruitlessness of idols and walk in the ways of 

the LORD. There is a definite emphasis on the desire of the LORD to help the people of Israel and give 

them a truly full life. How often do we recognize this about God? Think of times when you have sought 
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to go your own way seeking what is best for you rather than seeking what God wants—which is actually 

best for you. Why is there a disconnect? How can we grow in our appreciation of God’s gracious will for 

us? 

 

Week 40 
 

Week 40 Monday  Jonah 1-2 
The book of Jonah is a prophetic book not about the prophecy of Jonah as much as about Jonah himself 

and God’s interactions with him. The name Jonah comes up in 2 Kings 14:25. This book may or may not 

be about this figure. Regardless, the account takes place sometime during the time and probably height 

of Nineveh. 

 

Who is the God Jonah serves? What information does this account provide? 

Jonah serves “the LORD, the God of heaven, who made the sea and the dry land,” cf. 1:9. He serves the 

one to whom salvation belongs, cf. 2:9. He serves the one the sea obeys, cf. 1:15. He serves the one the 

fish obey. He serves the God who calls Jonah out of love for the Ninevites. 

 

Does Jonah realize who he serves? What does Jonah learn in his experience? 

Jonah clearly did not seem to fully get that God is the God of all creation. We see this as Jonah thinks he 

can run from God. Yet as he runs he learns that one cannot run from the God of heaven who made the 

sea and dry land. His desire to control his own life dies as he is out of control down in the depths of the 

water. God delivers him in his grace and mercy providing a fish to give him protection from death in the 

depths. 

 

Can we relate to Jonah? How often do we think we can control things while claiming to serve God? How 

have you died in your life to free you from your own self-sufficiency and been raised to new life again? 

In what parts of your life do you still need to die and be raised again? 

 

 

Week 40 Tuesday  Jonah 3-4 
In Jonah 3 we find that God repents of his decision to overthrow Nineveh. Why did God change his 

mind? What does this teach us about the value and importance of prayer? 

God changed his mind in his mercy and compassion for the people of Nineveh. He saw their repentance 

and heard their plea for mercy. This reminds us that prayer is not just idle talk; our prayers are heard by 

our Father in heaven for the sake of Jesus Christ. 

 

As God changes his mind about Nineveh’s punishment, we find the heart of Jonah’s desire not to go to 

Nineveh. He knew that Nineveh would repent and that God would have mercy. What lesson does God 

teach Jonah to address Jonah’s response? 
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God teaches Jonah that he is the God of all creation and cares for it. While he is a just God and executes 

judgment accordingly, he does desire that people would not face that judgment. We should rejoice in 

God’s care and desire. 

 

How do you answer God’s question that concludes the book? How do you feel about all the people to 

whom God calls us to share the words of death and life in Christ? Do you go to them in hope that they 

repent, or in fear that they might repent and believe? Or do you not think it all that important to go? 

What does the lesson of Jonah teach us about witnessing? How is that both a comfort and 

encouragement to us? 

 

Week 40 Wednesday  Nahum 
Nahum writes in the seventh century and prophesies concerning Nineveh the nation that acted 

ruthlessly in its conquering of Israel. 

 

Two messages run through the book of Nahum. First, God is bringing judgment upon Nineveh. Nineveh’s 

pride and arrogance will be a thing of the past. Second, Nineveh’s fall means hope for Judah, cf. 1:15 

and 2:2. Is God wrathful or loving? Which message is the correct message of Nahum? 

The correct message of Nahum is that whoever takes refuge in the LORD will find refuge in Him, cf. 1:7. 

The ones who trust in their own pride will find God’s anger and judgment in their future. 

 

Are both aspects of God presented in a balanced way in our culture? Do you present God in a balanced 

way? How does one present God balancing the clear message of destruction for the unbeliever and the 

clear message of hope and life for those who trust in Jesus? In a proper balance, does one aspect stand 

out? 

 

Week 40 Thursday  Obadiah 
Obadiah seems to have written around the fall of Jerusalem in 586 B.C. In this conquest, the people of 

Edom (Jacob’s brother Esau’s descendants) aided in the capture of those fleeing the conquest. Obadiah 

speaks judgment upon Edom’s betrayal. 

 

Obadiah calls to task the arrogance of the nations and especially Edom. He prophesies that the 

strongholds up in the rocks will not stand against the attackers; they will be utterly stripped and 

devastated. Not even opportunity for gleaners will be left. Do we see arrogance like this today? In what 

do people place their arrogance? Is it ever used to chastise the believer? What does this look like in your 

life? 

 

What is the solace given to the people of Judah? What is our confidence as Christians? 

In Zion there is deliverance for the believer and retribution for the unbeliever. All those who find 

themselves proud will be brought low and the humble will be exalted in Christ. He has been lifted up and 

all dominion and power and authority are and will be His, cf. Obadiah 17, 21. 
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Week 40 Friday  Psalm 18-22 
Note the contrast between Psalm 18:2-3, 27, 30, etc., Psalms 20:7 and 21:13 and Obadiah 3-4. Where is 

David’s confidence and strength in contrast to Edom? Why? Where should ours be? 

 David’s strength and refuge is in the LORD, the only refuge. Our refuge and strength is the LORD as well. 

 

Psalm 22 is alluded to and fulfilled by Jesus on the cross. What general situation does the passage 

express? Do you ever feel this way? To what does the psalmist cling? 

The situation is one of feeling abandoned. Things have gotten so bad that the psalmist is the object of 

mocking and scorn. Yet even in the midst of these difficult times when it seems that God might have 

forsaken him, the psalmist clings to God all the more, cf. Psalm 22:3-5. 

 

Week 40 Saturday  Psalms 23-28 
What makes Psalm 23 so helpful and popular? What connects with you in Psalm 23? Why? 

 

In Psalm 25:8-10, Psalm 26, and Psalm 27:4, 11 we see the joy of the ways of the LORD, cf. also Psalm 1.  

Why are the ways of the LORD so great? Do you view them as such in your life? 

 God made us; God knows what is best for us and desires it for our lives.  Thus his ways are best. 

 

Week 41 

Week 41 Monday  Daniel 1-2 

Daniel was taken into exile in 605 B.C. and he served in Babylon through the fall of the Babylonian empire into the 

Medo-Persian empire. The book contains visions and narratives. The visions bring symbolic language and symbolic 

use of numbers as is revealed by interpretations provided within Daniel. Overall, the book provides a reminder for 

the people in exile and for the rulers of this world that God is the God over all time and all people, he exalts and he 

brings low. In him we trust. 

 

To understand some of the visions of Daniel it is beneficial to recognize the political history of the area. The 

Babylonians had defeated the Assyrians to become the chief power in the region (this period is where Daniel 

begins). The Medes and the Persians are the next political power (this transition we see in chapter 5.30-31). Daniel 

views this rule as one era, i.e. that of Medo-Persia. The Greeks then defeated the Medo-Persians (this is the time 

of Alexander the Great). When Alexander died the empire he formed divided into four sections as none of the 

rulers had the ability to take over where Alexander left off. Finally, Rome displaced the Greeks. It is during the time 

of Rome’s second key figure, that of Caesar Augustus, that Jesus was born. 

 

Who did the Babylonians bring into exile to Babylon? Why? 

They brought the best and the brightest so that they could use their skills for the benefit of the 

Babylonians. 

 

What does this say about Daniel? How does Daniel respond to this reality? 

Daniel was a person with promise. He was gifted in knowledge and understanding and viewed to be the 

cream of the crop. This status was further affirmed by Nebuchadnezzar when Daniel revealed and 
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interpreted his dream. Nonetheless, Daniel states in contrast that only God can reveal the dream. Daniel 

reveals it because of God not because he was wise, cf. 2:27-28. 

 

How do you respond to the gifts that you have been given? Do you take pride in yourself or your God 

who gave those gifts? How can we better recognize the giver of all that we have when we are faced with 

the praise of those around us? How does this bear witness to the faith? 

 

Week 41 Tuesday  Daniel 3-4 
Note how Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego approach their punishment, cf. 3:16-18. How do they face 

death with such confidence? What encourages them? 

They know that God is God and he will do what is best. Whether they live or die, they are the LORD’s. He 

will use them as he sees fit; this gives them strength and confidence. 

 

How well do you face times when you are called to compromise your faith so that things turn out better 

for you in life? Are you able to stand in the face of the fire? Why? 

We can stand up to the loss of our job, the loss of family and friends, the loss of life, and whatever other 

consequences of the faith we find in day to day life because God has already won the victory and he will 

care for us. In life or death, we are the LORD’s and he knows what is best. Even when we fail, God will pick 

us up and restore us. We thus need not fear any of these situations. 

 

Why did God make Nebuchadnezzar go crazy and become destitute? What did this teach him? What 

does this teach us? 

God brought Nebuchadnezzar down from his lofty pedestal to remind him that God is God and he is not. 

Nebuchadnezzar indeed learned this in his destitution; he repented, rejoiced in God, and was restored, cf. 

4.34-37. This reminds us as well to know that God is the source of all success; it reminds us to look to him 

for our confidence. 

 

Week 41 Wednesday  Daniel 5-6 
These chapters illustrate Nebuchadnezzar’s son’s failure to learn the lesson of his father, i.e. success 

comes from God alone. This message was the message in which Daniel trusted as he defied the king’s 

law. Is this lesson a difficult one for you to learn? When have you forgotten this lesson? When is this 

lesson your source of confidence and hope? 

 

The defiance of the law by Daniel and Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego raises the question of defiance 

of the governing authorities. What do these events teach us about obedience to governing authorities?  

Cf. Romans 13:1-7; Acts 5:29. 

Defiance of the governing authorities is not advocated in these accounts in Daniel. Rather, the accounts 

provide example, as does Acts 5:17-42, that if it comes down to obeying the governing authorities rather 

than the clear command of God, we must obey God’s command. This does not permit violation of laws 

that do not cross such lines, e.g. traffic laws, ‘victimless’ theft, etc. 
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Week 41 Thursday  Daniel 7-8 
Throughout the reading in Daniel thus far there has been repeated reference to the everlasting kingdom 

of God, e.g. 2:44; 4:3, 44; 6:26; 7:18 etc. To what is this kingdom referring? What message does this 

convey to the hearer of Daniel? 

The eternal kingdom that is coming is that of Jesus, God’s Son. He will come during the Roman empire, 

the fourth kingdom (Babylon, Medo-Persia, Greece, Rome are the four subsequent kingdoms). This 

promise of an eternal kingdom brings the eyes of the ruler and the exile beyond their own situation and 

puts their trust in God. For us, we also find comfort in the promise. We have seen the establishment of 

that kingdom and we know that it’s eternal and complete rule is coming. This encourages us in the midst 

of challenges and difficulties. 

 

Week 41 Friday  Daniel 9 
Notice the content of Daniel’s prayer. How does Daniel approach God? Have you approached God in this 

way? When? When should you have? 

Daniel approaches God in utter humility. He does not make excuses for the people rather he recognizes 

their total fault and God’s total righteousness. He approaches God not out of privilege but out of 

recognition of God’s mercy. We approach God like this when we confess our sins in the corporate 

confession and absolution and any time we confess to God. This is something we should do more of 

rather than our tendency of making excuses for our failures. Thankfully, God forgives our arrogance as we 

approach him again and again humbled and trusting in his mercy. 

 

The period of seventy sevens (or “weeks”) is a symbolic period of time. How the time plays out in history is a little 

more difficult to say. The time could be seen as culminating in Christ’s first coming or his second coming. If the 

second coming position is taken, the first seven sevens lead up to Christ’s first coming; the next sixty-two sevens 

would be the time of the Church as it is built and grown in Christ in the midst of tribulation; the final seven would 

be the period of the end when the influence of the church is virtually nothing and worship is hindered. If the first 

coming is taken, the first sixty-nine sevens Jerusalem is rebuilt and in the seventieth seven Christ comes and 

Jerusalem is again destroyed and sacrifice ceases with the destruction of the temple. 

 

Week 41 Saturday  Daniel 10-12 
In these final chapters we see the conclusion of Daniel. Here we see the emphasis on the last days and 

the confidence in God who is Lord over those days. As we see the book sealed until the time of the end, 

we are reminded of the one worthy to open the seal, the one who is victorious and rules over the end, 

Jesus Christ, cf. Revelation 5:1-5. What confidence does this give you as you face the present? The 

future? 
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Week 42 

Week 42 Monday  Zechariah 1-2 
Zechariah is set during the late sixth century B.C. (520 B.C. and following). The prophecy encourages the 

exiles to repent and renew the covenant God has made with them as they return to Jerusalem. It 

reminds them to trust in God even in the midst of the struggle of rebuilding. The prophecy contains 

visions from chapters 1-8 and two oracles from 9-14. 
 

How does the book begin? What is the call that is integral for the people as they return? Why is this so 

important? Do you need to hear this word again and again? 

Zechariah calls the people to repentance. As the people returned from exile, they are called to remember 

why they went into exile in the first place. They are called not to fall into the trap of their fathers who 

followed their own ways and not the ways of the LORD. This emphasis is so important because God knew 

how easy it would be for them to fall back into their own ways after the pains of exile are no longer fresh 

in their memories. We see it in our own lives. Difficult times might hit and people become very ‘religious’. 

Then once things are better, the danger is past and people return to their previous ways. 
 

What word of encouragement is spoken to Judah? What word of warning and encouragement is spoken 

concerning the nations? 

God is restoring the people of Judah. Jerusalem will be rebuilt and they will be safe behind the protection 

of their God, cf. 2:5. The nations that oppressed them and brought them into exile will be brought down. 

Thus the nations should not stand proud, but rather they should look to God for their life and salvation. 

This salvation is God’s desire for them, cf. 2:11. 
 

Week 42 Tuesday  Zechariah 3-4 
In chapter 3 we see the vision of Joshua, the high priest, being given new clothes to replace his dirty 

garments. These dirty garments contrast the washed person the high priest should have been as he 

approached the LORD on the Day of Atonement, cf. Leviticus 16. Yet the dirty garments of Joshua, and 

all Israel (as the high priest represented the people) are replaced by the angel of the LORD. The iniquity 

is removed on a single day, the final day of atonement, Good Friday, cf. Hebrews 7-10. We too rejoice in 

these benefits as we are clothed with Christ’s righteousness in our baptisms, cf. Galatians 3:27. What do 

you think this promise meant for the people as they came back from exile? What does this promise 

mean for you in your daily life? 
 

Chapter 4 confirms the appointment of Zerubbabel as the leader that was to see to the restoration of 

the temple. The Spirit of God is empowering Zerubbabel and Joshua (these are probably the two 

anointed one’s to which the olive trees refer in the immediate context) to see to the restoration of his 

temple. The imagery of chapter 4 is echoed in Revelation 11:1-4. What does the vision teach us about 

God and his relation to the world? 

God is the omniscient LORD who knows what is going on in this world and sees that his desire is 

accomplished. This is encouraging to us as we recognize his care for us and the world. 
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Week 42 Wednesday  Zechariah 5-6 
The woman in the basket is wickedness personified. She is constrained by the angel of the LORD in the 

basket. Ultimately she is banished to the land of Shinar (cf. Genesis 11). Of what does this remind us? 

How is this encouraging? 

God constrains the reach of iniquity for our sake and one day the wickedness will be banished to  the 

place prepared for it, Hell. We see this constraint in the work of Christ, cf. Mark 3.27. This gives us 

comfort and encouragement as we face the temptations and attacks of the devil. 

 

To whom is the crown given?  To whom is it connected? 

The crown is given to Joshua. The branch is also mentioned. The branch in the immediate context would 

be the shoot of David that is building the temple, i.e., Zerubbabel. But the allusion is intentionally 

ambiguous. In fact the connection of the priestly role and the kingly role seems to be intentionally close 

here. We see reason for this in Jesus, the one who was prophet, priest and king. He was the one who was 

given the crown and built the temple. We see this on the cross, i.e., crown of thorns, and the empty tomb, 

i.e., rebuilding the temple in three days. In addition we see this in an even greater way as through the 

cross and empty tomb Jesus is proclaimed the great high priest and the Lord of all creation. He is the one 

who by his sacrifice has built the new temple, the people of God, cf. Revelation 21 and Ephesians 2:20-22. 

Those who were far off, the Gentiles, have come to help build the temple, cf. Ephesians 2:13, 19. 
 

Week 42 Thursday  Zechariah 7-8 
What is the question posed by the people of Bethel?  What is the answer given?  Do you think that this 

answer applies to us in some situations today? 

The question posed was whether or not they needed to continue their fasting for the return of the 

temple/Jerusalem. Seeing that the exile was over, they figured that the fasting was no longer needed. Yet 

the answer given through Zechariah was telling: you are done with the fasting if the issue that resulted in 

the exile has been resolved. If the people now hold to the LORD and his ways listening to him in all that 

they do, cf. 8:16-17, then there is no need; these days should be celebrations, cf. 8:19. Otherwise, the call 

for fasting is still necessary for the people still need to be restored to the covenant God made with them. 

We see this still today as people go through motions and forget why they are doing them. They get 

wrapped up in the ‘sacrifices’ and forget the ‘mercy’. 
 

What is the promise that stands before the returned exiles? Before us? 

Even in the face of the struggles of rebuilding, God was preparing for them a time of goodness and joy, cf. 

8:15, 19. We too can look forward to that as we work to build up the temple, the body of Christ. 
 

Week 42 Friday  Zechariah 9-11 
What words of comfort do these words bring to Zion? 

The nations who had oppressed them would be laid waste. Zion would be delivered by God, the humble 

king who comes riding on a donkey, cf. Matthew 21:5, the powerful king who rides victorious. 
 

What do we learn from the two shepherds and their flock? 

God became the Good Shepherd, yet the sheep did not want him, cf. Matthew 23:37-38. The people 

deemed his service worth only thirty pieces of silver, cf. Matthew 27:3-10. The people rejected the good 

gifts provided by the Good Shepherd and were left destitute. They followed the bad shepherd and faced 
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the punishment of death. This highlights that God’s patience does not continue forever and there will be 

judgment on those who reject the Good Shepherd and his priceless service. 
 

Week 42 Saturday  Zechariah 12-14 
What is given to those who look upon the One who is pierced and mourn? 

On those who repent as they see their sins put upon Jesus in his suffering on the cross, there is poured 

out a spirit of grace and pleas for mercy, cf. 12:10, and cleansing from sin and uncleanness, cf. 13:1. 
 

What happens to those sheep that are scattered at the striking of the shepherd, cf. 13:7-9? Is this good 

for us or not? 

The scattering of the sheep leaves some cut off and perishing, but it serves to purify the sheep that they 

might, even out of their scattering, proclaim that “The LORD is my God.” 

 

 

Week 43 

Week 43 Monday  Joel 1 
Joel’s date is not provided by the text, e.g. a king or a specific event, nor can it be concluded from the 

content within the text. The evidence within the text suggests that the text might have taken place 

following the return of the captives from Babylon (6th century). Regardless of the lack of date, the text 

does provide an opportunity for repentance and forgiveness. The text provides for an opportunity to 

“return to the Lord your God, for he is gracious and merciful” (2:13) in any time. 

 

Joel 1 presents a picture of utter destruction. The locusts of varying kinds have come and ravaged the 

land. This destruction leaves the land without grain and new wine. There are no sacrifices nor food for 

animals. And this destruction comes from God himself. Do we find acts of judgment in today’s world, 

judgment from God himself? How do you discern what is God’s judgment and just something bad that 

has happened? 

Judgment does happen, but unless God specifically calls something his judgment, it is difficult to discern 

what is judgment by God’s hand. 

 

What is the response to God’s judgment? What should our response be to God’s judgment? 

The response is repentance; it is pleading for mercy. We should not respond to God’s judgment like a little 

kid and say, I didn’t do it. God cannot be mocked. We need to own up to our failure and plead for mercy 

for Christ’s sake. This is what we see in the text with the putting on of sackcloth. 

 

Week 43 Tuesday  Joel 2 
In Joel 2 we see the full picture of Judah’s journey: 1. The reality of judgment, cf. 2:1-11; 2. The call and 

opportunity for repentance, cf. 2:12-17; 3. The announcement of mercy and the reversal of the effects 

of judgment, cf. 2:18-27; 4. The time of the Spirit, cf. 2:28-32. These four parts illustrate not only a 
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snapshot of Judah’s life journey, but they illustrate the life of believers as they live in faith. It is the life of 

daily dying and rising. How and when do you see this journey in your life? When does judgment bring 

you back down to reality? Do you respond with repentance or fight/flight? How does the mercy that 

comes through Christ change your life? 

 

Note the connection of Joel 2:28f. to the event of Pentecost, cf. Acts 2:17-21. How do these words find 

fulfillment in Pentecost? 

The pouring out of the Spirit is quite clear in the Pentecost account. The signs and wonders continue 

throughout the book of Acts. This is the time of the Spirit, the time of the Church, the product of the 

Spirit’s work. We also see how in Christ’s death and resurrection the victory is won so that all who call 

upon the Lord will be saved. 

 

Week 43 Wednesday  Joel 3 
A couple of times now in Joel we have seen the darkening of sun and moon as a sign of the judgment. 

When else do we see the sun and moon darkened in Scriptures, cf. Matthew 27:45? What does this 

teach us? What else happens to confirm this understanding? 

The darkness covered the land at the crucifixion. This even was the judgment day for the sins of the 

world. We see this in the other events of that day, especially the tombs being opened and the 

earthquakes that hit the land, cf. Matthew 21:51-53. 

 

What is the focal point of the restoration? Why is this significant? How does this relate to us? 

The focal point for the restoration is Jerusalem. Jerusalem is the capital of Judah and the location of the 

temple. The restoration of Jerusalem is the restoration of the people of God. This is significant for us 

because we recognize that the people of God is not a political reality of the Old Testament. Rather the 

people of God are those who stream to Jerusalem drawn by the empty cross that once held the king of 

glory. In Christ, this promise is the restoration that awaits all believers, the restoration we see in 

Revelation 21-22. 
 

Week 43 Thursday  Psalm 29-34 
Many of the psalms for today repeatedly proclaim the efficacy of trusting in the Lord. Why does the 

psalmist turn to God in the midst of the difficulties of life? What reasons are given? Do you have cause 

to trust in the Lord in the midst of all of life’s challenges? 

The psalmist points to the fact that God made the whole of creation and is Lord over it, cf. Psalm 30:3-9; 

33.6-9. The psalmist points also to the historical faithfulness of God to those who trust in him (even 

sometimes in the face of failure to trust in him), cf. Psalm 30.11; 31.21; 34.4; etc.  God is worthy to be 

trusted. We too see this trustworthiness in our lives. God continues to provide for us, forgive us and 

sanctify us daily. We also see what he has done in the past, in creation, Israel’s history, Jesus, the early 

church, etc. For this reason we too should trust in the Lord in everything. 
 

How does David approach confessing his sins, cf. Psalm 32:5? What lesson do we learn for our 

confession of sins? 
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David confesses his sins with no excuses and no claims for partial goodness. He strictly turns to God and 

beseeches him for mercy and God gives forgiveness. David sees no help in himself but looks to God for 

help and mercy on the basis of God’s own grace. 
 

Week 43 Friday  Psalm 35-41 
In Psalm 36 and 37 David recognizes a trap of sin. He mentions the person who has gotten to the point 

that he does not even know he is doing anything wrong any more, cf. Psalm 36:2-3. He is arrogant in his 

iniquity to the point of not recognizing it. Is this a problem for us sometimes? How do we combat it?  

Consider Psalm 36:10-12. 

This certainly can be a problem for us. To combat it, we ask God for his grace to deliver us from such 

arrogance. We turn to his Word to confront us in our fault and show us God’s steadfast  love. We listen to 

the rebuke of our brothers and sisters in Christ. 
 

Where is the trust of David in Psalm 38? What lesson is here for us? 

David’s trust is entirely in God.  He recognizes that he is feeble and crushed (v.8) and that there is no 

soundness in his flesh (v.3). He ignores the comments of his friends, companions, and enemies (vv. 11-14). 

He trusts only in the Lord (v. 15). David knows that all those things around us can and do fail, no matter 

how ‘great’ we/they are. Only in God is true trustworthiness. He is our salvation (v. 22). 
 

Week 43 Saturday  Psalms 42-47 
Psalm 44 illustrates a common and significant plea to God in difficult times. The cry is not based upon 

worthiness but based upon care for God’s name. The plea is that God’s steadfast love might be 

demonstrated and that the reputation of his love would not be tarnished. Are we willing to pray like 

this? Should we? Why or why not? 

We should cling to God’s promises as the rationale for our prayers. We should also pray boldly for the 

sake of Jesus Christ, the epitome of God’s steadfast love. It is not claiming that we deserve something, but 

holding God to who he is. This is an important type of prayer. 
 

Note the connection of Psalm 45, especially verse 6, to Hebrews 1:8. 

 

Week 44 

Week 44 Monday  Matthew 1-2 
As we begin the book of Matthew we are reminded of the genealogies of Genesis. You may remember 

how those genealogies were used to illustrate the fulfillment of the promises of God. Here in Matthew 

we see a continuation of that as God is shown to be faithful. Take note also of the numerous prophecies 

that were listed as fulfilled in Matthew 1-2. 

 

What do these devices communicate to you about Jesus? about God? What message does this convey to 

you as you live out your lives in faith? 



Through the Scriptures 

God is faithful. He fulfills his promises and we see that climaxed in Jesus Christ. As we see his 

trustworthiness, we are given reason to move forth in faith in spite of not seeing the end that has been 

promised for thousands of years. He will come through and will come through for us. 
 

Take note of the irony in chapter two with the arrival of the magi. Foreign astrologers come to 

Jerusalem, the capital of the people of the promise and the poster city for the promise, and they have to 

tell the leaders about the birth of the Christ child. Furthermore, the magi, the so called wise men, 

needed directions to find the child. They followed the star all of the way from the east and went to the 

wrong city, yet the star resided over the place where the child was. 

 

Why did the magi go to Jerusalem to find the new born king? Do we make a similar mistake at times in 

our lives? 

The magi went to Jerusalem to find the new born king because the king should be in the capital city. It is 

expected that the king would enter the world in majesty. Yet Jesus enters in the city that is the least, 

Bethlehem, notice the contrast between Matt. 2:6 and Micah 5:2 (Bethlehem which was too little had 

become by no means least). How easy it is for us to make similar mistakes in life. In the midst of hard 

times, it is easy for us to expect the pomp and fail to see how God frequently uses the lowly to do his 

work. Yet as seen here, God makes the least into the by no means least. 

 

Week 44 Tuesday  Matthew 3-4 
John the Baptist ends any haughtiness in the chosen people by reemphasizing the role of God in making 

people chosen, cf. Matthew 3:7-10. The call to repentance makes clear that all people need to hear the 

good news of the kingdom and be changed by it. Is there complacency in the church today? How 

frequently do people need to hear this call to repentance? How frequently do you need to hear the call 

to repentance, cf. 1 John 1:8-10? 
 

Note the contrast between John’s response to Jesus approaching baptism and the Pharisees and 

Sadducees. Why does Jesus need to be baptized? 

In Jesus baptism, he is anointed by the Spirit for his ministry. The Holy Spirit works with him throughout 

his ministry. He also is baptized as part of his fulfilling all righteousness, i.e. being the one true Israel 

perfectly. This baptism is seen in the old Israel as it comes through the waters of the Red Sea and goes 

into the wilderness, cf. the temptations of Jesus that follow. We see it in the new Israel as we are baptized 

into the family of God. 
 

How does Jesus combat temptations? How do you combat temptations? 

Jesus uses Scriptures. We too should use Scriptures. Only in Scriptures do we have an ability to fight the 

deceptions of the Devil with solid truth. Unfortunately it is easy to use the world’s wisdom to combat the 

temptations. In so doing we often fall short. Thankfully, Christ does not. 
 

Week 44 Wednesday  Matthew 5-7 
What are the expectations of the kingdom of heaven, cf. 5:21-48? How do they compare to what was 

said to those of old (5:21)? What does this teach us? 



Through the Scriptures 

The expectations of the kingdom of heaven are higher than what was said to those of old. The 

expectations are that we be perfect as our heavenly Father is perfect, cf. 5:48. This teaches us the depth 

of the call of discipleship and our failure to meet the expectations of all righteousness. 

 

Central to the Sermon on the Mount and the good news is the message of the kingdom. The word 

kingdom is a verbal noun and needs to be understood in such terms. The focus of the word is primarily 

on the activity of reigning. How do the contents of the Sermon on the Mount reflect what it means to 

live under the kingdom (reign) of heaven? 

Trusting in the kingdom (reign) of heaven puts trust in God to take care of us, cf. 6:25-34, and does not 

trust in what other people think about us, cf. instructions concerning comparing our actions to the 

expectations of perfection and not the performance of others (chapter 5) and the instructions concerning 

not doing things for show (6:1-24). It means living out the expectations of God our king in word and deed 

and not merely claiming that you have faith, cf. chapter 7. 

 

Week 44 Thursday  Matthew 8-10 
In chapters 8 and 9 we see the call of discipleship and the faith that responds to it. How does faith 

respond to the call? How does it not respond? 

Faith responds by following, cf. 9:9 and 4:18-22. It responds recognizing who Jesus is and what he can do, 

8:2, 8; 9:2, 21, 28. Faith recognizes our unworthiness, cf. 8:8. Faith does not hesitate in following, cf. 8:18-

22, or fear in the presence of Jesus, cf. 8:25-26. Faith does not think that we are righteous outside of 

Christ, cf. 9:13. 

 

Jesus instructs his disciples as to their task. He warns them of the difficulty of the task and the fact that 

faith in the good news of the kingdom will bring divisions among people. It divides families because it 

puts God above the desires of relatives and friends. It angers people who do not hold the faith and will 

cause persecution. Is this true today? Do you find yourself failing to put God and his will above family 

and friends? How difficult is it to be willing to have faith cause divisions? How easy is it for you not to 

talk about our faith to preserve peace? How real is the statement of Jesus “whoever loves father and 

mother more than me is not worthy of me” for you? 

 

Week 44 Friday  Matthew 11-12 
If it looks like a duck and quacks like a duck it is probably a turtle. This seems to be the conclusion 

presented by the many who do not recognize Jesus in today’s reading. Why is it so difficult for the 

people to recognize Jesus? Do you face this difficulty today? In spite of the blinders put on by people 

who is Jesus? 

It is difficult to see Jesus especially in the midst of everything that goes on in our lives. Even with all the 

miracles done, it is easy for us to look to our own accomplishments and abilities for salvation. Yet, in spite 

of ourselves, Jesus is the one who is greater than Jonah and Solomon, cf. 12:38-42. He is the one who 

fulfills the requirements of the law and gives us rest, cf. 11:25-30. 

 

What is the lesson of 12:43-45? What does this look like in the context of Matthew? in today’s context? 



Through the Scriptures 

It is one thing to get rid of a demon, but the void left must be filled lest it be filled by something far worse.  

In Matthew we see this as people repent of their sins but fail to respond with the life of faith. They heed 

John’s call, but fail to be filled with the Holy Spirit and follow Jesus. We frequently see this today as 

people look for freedom from their sins in forgiveness but fail to desire freedom for life in Christ which is 

the fruit that faith bears. As a result, people remain trapped in their sins and to make matters worse, they 

think that they have been freed. 

 

Week 44 Saturday  Matthew 13:1-52 
What lessons do the parables provide? How do these lessons relate to you today? 

The parables illustrate that there are many challenges to reception of the kingdom that prevent the seed 

from germinating, cf. 13:1-23; that the visible church will have believers and unbelievers until the last day, 

cf. 13:24-30, 36-43; that the kingdom is hidden but will be revealed, cf. 13:33; that the kingdom starts 

small and looks small but will become large and glorious, cf. 13:31-32; that the kingdom is worth more 

than anything, cf. 13:44-46; and that the judgment will separate the evil from the righteous, cf. 13:47-50. 

These words instruct us to trust in the promises of God, to be patient as we await the final fruition of the 

kingdom, to know the hidden value of the kingdom, and to take comfort that the evil that persecutes will 

be removed on the last day. 

 

Week 45 

Week 45 Monday  Matthew 13:53-15:39 
In chapter 15 we see the Pharisees and scribes ridiculing Jesus about his disciples not eating with clean 

hands. Jesus calls them on this complaint and shows them that they are focusing on the wrong thing. 

They keep their rules at the expense of God’s laws. As a result, they honor Jesus with their lips, but their 

heart is far from him. Does this happen still today? What are some examples of this happening? Do you 

get on the wrong track with certain matters? Do you get irate about a certain matter yet fail to consider 

greater issues in the process? When? 

 

What do we learn from the Canaanite woman and the feedings of the 5,000 and 4,000? Is this a matter 

you forget in your actions today? How? 

The Canaanite woman does not argue with Jesus calling her a dog, rather she recognizes the abundance 

of Jesus’ bread.  She knows that he has enough sustenance to go around for all people and thus persists in 

the request to heal her daughter. Jesus responds favorably and recognizes her as correct in her 

assessment. The same message is clear in the feedings. There is plenty of food to go around. 

Unfortunately there are times today that we forget the abundance of God’s blessings. We forget to share 

the grace of God with all people. We keep some grace to ourselves as if some people do not deserve it as 

much as others; as if there is not enough for all people, especially not the ‘dogs’ among us.  

 

Week 45 Tuesday  Matthew 16-18 
In 16:13-20 we discover Peter making his great profession of faith; in 16:21-28 when Jesus speaks to 

Peter he says “get behind me Satan”. Why did Peter get rebuked? What did Peter not understand about 



Through the Scriptures 

who Jesus was? Do you forget what Jesus is about, and thus what those who follow him are about? 

When? 

Peter says all of the right words in his profession of faith. But Peter fails to recognize that his profession 

means that Jesus must suffer and die. To be the Christ is to be the one who suffers and die. To be Jesus’ 

follower means taking up one’s cross as well. 

 

Matthew 18 is frequently used in conflict resolution. It is often used to understand how we approach 

someone who sins against you. People often narrow this down to verses fifteen through twenty. Why is 

important to include the rest of Matthew 18? What does this remind us about the actions of 18:15-20? 

How can these actions sometimes be understood? Is this mindset difficult for you? Why? What 

motivates us to rejoice in it? 

As you approach the chapter in its entirety, you realize that the goal of the actions is to save the lost and 

restore the fallen brethren. Without this understanding of restoration, some people view the actions as a 

way to rid the church of problems and not bring sinners to repentance for restoration. Seeing the 

abundance of the Lord’s gifts, we should all desire the restoration of all. 

 

Week 45 Wednesday  Matthew 19-20 
The man went away sorrowful for he had much wealth. The disciples respond, we have left everything 

to follow you; what is our reward? How does Jesus respond to the disciples? What does the story of the 

laborers tell us? 

The disciples would be greatly rewarded. All people who believe in Jesus will be greatly rewarded. But just 

as the laborers got paid the same for working different lengths of time, the disciples should not be 

expecting more reward. Rather they should rejoice in the greatness and generosity of the reward that is 

theirs and rejoice in the reward that is for others. 

 

For whom was the sitting on the right and left prepared? Did James and John really want this? Cf. 27:38. 

 It was prepared for those hanging next to him while he was dying on the cross. 

 

Week 45 Thursday  Matthew 21-23 
What is an issue with the leaders of the Jews? Cf. 21:15, 38. 

They want control of the inheritance. But the inheritance is not theirs. So they plot to kill the Son out of 

jealousy. 

 

In today’s reading we see that there is no room for complacency. The leaders of the Jews find 

themselves without hope as Jesus speaks the seven woes upon them. The parables convey that those 

originally invited to the wedding feast, don’t come and others take their place. Is complacency an issue 

for you ever? Are you ready to come to the wedding feast? Why did people not come to the feast? What 

might preoccupy people today? 

 

Week 45 Friday  Matthew 24-25 
What does not knowing the day or the hour of the coming of the Lord encourage us to do? 



Through the Scriptures 

We should be ready at any time for the Lord to return. We should not get hung up with trying to predict 

the end; rather we should recognize that we are in the end times and be prepared at all times. 

 

How do we wait appropriately? What do the parables teach us about waiting? What does this look like 

in your day to day life? 

We wait trusting in God’s return. We wait ready for the wait, cf. parable of the ten virgins. We wait 

working diligently using the gifts God entrusted to us, cf. the parable of the talents. We wait working even 

when no one is watching, cf. lesson of the sheep and the goats. 

 

Week 45 Saturday  Matthew 26-28 
In Matthew 26 and 27 we see two significant characters in the passion account: Judas and Peter. What 

distinguishes these two disciples one from the other? What relates the two together? What does this 

comparison teach us as people of God? 

Peter and Judas both fail. Both deny Jesus. Certainly Judas’ failure is seen as the worse crime, but Peter 

denied even knowing Jesus. Such denial of faith is failure of the highest magnitude.  The difference then is 

not in the quality of the failure; it is in the response to failure.  At Peter’s failure, Peter wept; at Judas’ 

failure, Judas returned the money and hanged himself. Judas failed to see forgiveness after failure and 

despaired; Peter recognized the mercy of God and repented. 

 

‘Therefore’ is an important conjunction. It bears special significance especially at 28:19. To what is the 

therefore in response? How does the previous verse relate to the rest of the book? 

All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me brings to culmination Jesus’ role as the 

fulfillment of prophecy, the fulfillment of the promise. We see this especially as Jesus is crowned King on 

the cross. Seeing all that has been fulfilled in Jesus the Christ, the ‘therefore’ then communicates to us the 

power that stands behind the commission of verses 19 and 20. It reminds us that as we are sent out, this 

Jesus, the fulfillment of all prophecy stands behind us and gives us validity even when the world does not. 

It empowers us and gives us confidence. 

 

Week 46 

Week 46 Monday  Luke 1-2 

The Gospel of Luke is introduced as an orderly account that seeks to provide certainty concerning the 

things people have been taught by eyewitnesses and ministers of the word. With this introduction, what 

do you expect from this Gospel?   

The Gospel of Luke should provide information upon which people who already have heard the good 

news may solidify their faith. I would expect it to provide clarity in the faith as well. 
 

The Gospel of Luke has the longest accounts of John the Baptist’s and Jesus’ births. Why? What benefit 

do the extended accounts provide? What does this teach you about Jesus? How does this affect your 

life? 



Through the Scriptures 

The accounts provide significant background to the origins of John the Baptist and Jesus.  But more 

importantly, the accounts provide opportunity to demonstrate the hand of God in these events. They 

demonstrate the hand of God providing validity for John and Jesus in their ministries and they provide a 

taste of the nature of the kingdom of God that Jesus will proclaim. The former point is seen in the 

references to the miracles related to the birth of Jesus but also in the noted favor that was upon him, e.g., 

2.40 and 52. We see the latter point in the fact that these accounts accent two women who were without 

child become with child. Both instances highlight that these events picked the women up from a low 

estate, cf. 1.25, 51-53. In a similar way, the Gospel of Luke demonstrates Jesus’ care for the outsiders and 

the downcast and mentions the exaltation of the humble on a number of occasions. 
 

Week 46 Tuesday  Luke 3-4 
Note that the author of Luke placed the genealogy of Jesus in a different location than Matthew 

(Matthew begins the Gospel with it). What is emphasized in Luke’s genealogy? How does this relate to 

the events of the Baptism of Jesus? 

Luke’s genealogy traces Jesus’ line all the way back to God. Jesus being the Son of God is significant here 

(as it was in the favor of God on Jesus highlighted in the previous chapters). This reality is also highlighted 

in the Baptism of Jesus. The Holy Spirit comes down on Jesus and Jesus is declared the beloved Son of 

God. Chapter four begins with Jesus full of the Holy Spirit. Throughout this Gospel, Jesus is to be 

understood in this light. He is the one who is guided by the Spirit of God; he is the one who brings the 

Kingdom of God in people’s midst because God reigns in his thinking and doing. Certainly Jesus is God, but 

as the person who came to take away our sins he lived according to God’s will in his full humanity (not 

that the two can be separated). This highlighting of Jesus, the Son of God, relates to this reality. 
 

The prophecy of 4:18-19 and the recognition of Elijah and Elisha and their acts introduce the events of 

the following chapters. It also highlights the focus of Jesus’ ministry mentioned earlier, i.e. the 

deliverance of the oppressed/the outsider via the reign of God. Another theme is related to this 

emphasis. The established, i.e. the Jewish elite, were not receiving special favor, cf. 3:7-9. Indeed, the 

established are warned time and time again in this Gospel. What implications does this have for today? 

Do you fall into a place of complacency and consider yourself the elite/the people in the know? Do you 

do this at the expense of caring for the oppressed with the good news of the kingdom of God? Are you 

on the inside after all? What hope is there for those outside? 
 

Week 46 Wednesday  Luke 5-6 
Consider especially 5:1-6:19. What contrasting connections are made to Jesus based upon his 

proclamation and his works? Why the contrast? Do you see this problem today as the kingdom of God is 

proclaimed? 

The primary contrast is the reception of Jesus in faith and the rejection of Jesus in jealousy and the 

denouncement of him as a blasphemer. We see the former in the responses that recognize Jesus’ work as 

the work of God, cf. 5.8, 12, 25-26. We see the latter in the response of the leaders of the Jews and at 

times the crowd, cf. 5.21, 30, 33; 6.2, 7, 11. The rejection of Jesus comes about because they do not 

recognize that what he is doing is in concert with God’s will. More specifically, Jesus’ teaching and doing is 

in contrast to their view of God’s will. Later in the Gospel it becomes apparent that there is concern from 

the people that their position is being removed. This problem happens today when people are confronted 



Through the Scriptures 

with the Word of God and they do not want to give up their old way of life or thinking. Social norms often 

impede upon the Word of God and dictate people’s perceptions about how it should be. Jesus here 

reminds us that we should be focused on God’s agenda and not our own. 
 

We often mention that we do not have to fulfill the will of God because Jesus did. Nonetheless, Jesus in 

his act of salvation brings to you and me a renewed relationship with God. He gives us his Spirit and we 

are made into good trees. What does Jesus teach in 6:43-45? What implications does this have 

concerning the believer’s desire to do the will of God? 

We have been made good trees.  Good trees by their very nature produce good fruit. Restored in our 

relationship with God and led by the Spirit, we desire to do the will of God. Anything contrary to that 

would be contrary to our faith. [To be certain, we do not always do the will of God, but we do, in faith, 

desire to do it.] 
 

Week 46 Thursday  Luke 7-8 
Note the themes of reaching out to the outsiders, connecting Jesus’ work to God’s work, and the 

connection to the Kingdom of God. These themes can be seen especially in Luke 7:36-50. As we consider 

this passage, do we look down on ‘sinners’ today? Is this perspective present because they are 

unrepentant or because they are classified as ‘sinners’? What is God’s desire for ‘sinners’? What is God’s 

desire for you? 

It is easy to fall into the trap of looking down on some because of their behavior. Yet as we see here, God 

seeks all, even us, to repent and rejoice in the gift of forgiveness. As a result, we are called to reach out to 

the ‘sinners’ among us and seek repentance and forgiveness. 
 

In the beginning of chapter seven we find Jesus paralleling Elisha, i.e. healing the soldier Naaman, and 

Elijah, in provision for the widow and healing the widow’s son at Zarephath. Immediately following 

these events, John the Baptist’s disciples ask who Jesus is. Jesus responds with a demonstration of what 

he has been doing and a reflection of the proclamation of 4:18-19. Who is Jesus as he is presented here? 

 Jesus is the great prophet who is to come. He is filled by the Spirit of God and does God’s work. 
 

Week 46 Friday  Luke 9-10 
In chapter 9 we see that Jesus is not just one of the prophets, or John the Baptist revivified, but the 

Christ. Jesus goes on to teach what being the Christ entails and what following the Christ entails. The 

Christ must suffer and die; those who follow the Christ must take up their cross as well. How do the 

people respond to this teaching? How do you respond to this teaching? 

The disciples did not really understand it, cf. 9:45, 46. The Samaritans seemed to get it because they did 

not want anything to do with him since he was going to Jerusalem. When we put the question into the 

perspective of Jesus’ teaching at 9:57-62, we realize how difficult it is for us as well. The kingdom of God 

calls for God to be center in our life, not second. 
 

Week 46 Saturday  Luke 11-12 
Jesus is recognized as the one who is greater than Jonah and Solomon, cf. 11:31-32. The verses that 

follow demonstrate continued calls to repentance, i.e. Jonah’s task, and instructions as to the wisdom of 



Through the Scriptures 

God and the will of God, i.e. the role of Solomon, the wise king. What aspects of Jesus’ calls to 

repentance relate most to you and your need for repentance? How does the will of God encourage us 

towards repentance, cf. 12.31-32? What other instructions resonate with you at this time? 
 

Note again the emphasis of Jesus’ connection with the Holy Spirit, cf. 11:14-23 and 12:8-12. 

 

Week 47 

Week 47 Monday  Luke 13-14 
What does 13:1-5 teach us about the need for repentance? How does that relate to the establishment 

to whom Jesus speaks, cf. 13:6-9, 22-30, 31-35, 14.7-11, 12-24? 

Complacency is not allowed. No one can just walk up to the door and say look at my blood line.  

Repentance is not just for those who had some disaster happen to them. Repentance and faith is the call 

for all people. And if the establishment does not repent, the servants of Christ will find people from the 

streets and outside civilization to enter the feast. There is plenty of room and Jesus wants a full banquet. 

But the ones who did not repent and believe will not partake. 
 

How significant is the call to discipleship, cf. 14:25-33? Have you heeded the call to discipleship in how 

you have approached your life and managed your time, energies and resources? Are we Jesus’ disciples? 

The call to discipleship is great. There are no questions about it. Faith is the believing that God is God and 

that you have been made his child. As a result, discipleship necessitates that God is the center of all that 

we do and think. If we fail to have God as center, we need to realize that we are on the outside, repent 

(change our thinking and doing), and rejoice in the invitation to the feast. 

 

Week 47 Tuesday  Luke 15-16 
Chapter 15 illustrates God’s desire for the ‘lost’. How diligent are we in looking for the lost? Why? Do we 

act like the ‘faithful’ son in 15.25-32? What do we miss when we do not concern ourselves with reaching 

the lost? 

Sometimes we are not all that diligent in reaching the lost. The reasons for this are most likely numerous. 

Some possible reasons are: we forget the imminence of the return of Christ; we forget the joy that we 

have because of what God has done; we forget the overflowing gifts that God has giving so that there is 

plenty of room at the banquet table. Unfortunately when we fail to see the goal of reaching out we fail to 

see the goodness of the father and the abundance of his blessings. We try to hoard something that is 

superabundant. We miss the freeing joy of the gospel. 
 

We hear today that some people want to have proof that Jesus was who we believe him to be. Yet as we 

here the story of 16:19-30 we realize that no ‘sign’ or ‘proof’ can convince the unbeliever. Faith must be 

worked in their hearts. What does this teach us about Scriptures, cf. 16:29-31? How is this frustrating? 

How is this comforting? 

Scriptures bear the power to convince people of the good news and work faith in their hearts. This is 

frustrating because we like to think that we could do just a little bit more to help someone believe, but 

the reality is that the Word must work in the heart. Jumping through hoops and sugarcoating the call to 



Through the Scriptures 

discipleship does not add anything (and probably hurts the matter). This stark reality is comforting 

because it reminds us to trust the Word as we share it and it removes the burden off of us. 

 

Week 47 Wednesday  Luke 17-18 
At 18:14 we hear a recurring lesson of the Gospel of Luke: “For everyone who exalts himself will be 

humbled, but the one who humbles himself will be exalted.” (ESV) Do you find this difficult in your life? 

What is at the heart of being proud? How does the call of discipleship both eliminate that pride and lift 

up the believer in confidence? 

At the heart of being proud is the desire to establish oneself as someone of importance. It seeks 

recognition and status. The call of discipleship reminds us that we are utter failures and that we need to 

repent of those failings. Nonetheless, even though we are nothing in ourselves, God has given us status 

beyond comprehension as he makes us his children and cares for all our needs. 
 

Why are children prime candidates for the Kingdom of God? 

Children, especially in New Testament society, are already humbled and look to others for their identity 

and status. Thus since they are already humbled, the call to discipleship is not as difficult. Likewise, this is 

the lesson of all those on the outside in Luke. The outsiders are already humbled and thus ready to hear 

the good news. 

 

Week 47 Thursday  Luke 19-20 
Jesus warns the disciples that the kingdom is not coming to ultimate fulfillment immediately in the 

parable of the ten minas, cf. 19:11-27. How does this parable instruct us in our waiting? What was the 

basic problem of the one who buried his mina? How does this relate to the faith? 

The person who buried the mina cognitively knew who the master was but failed to process what that 

means. The one who waits in faith will wait doing the work of the master. He will seek the will of God and 

his purposes in all that he does. He will orient his life around God. 
 

Luke 19:41-20:47 provides a final word of judgment on the establishment. In this judgment we hear 

continued weeping over Jerusalem’s, and with Jerusalem the Jewish establishment’s, failure to believe.  

In the midst of the judgment, what word of hope is present, cf. 19:40; 20:17; 3:8? 

The unrepentant stones still have hope because God can make stones into children of Abraham. Indeed 

the stones are transformed by the cornerstone, Jesus the Christ. These words are encouraging to us as 

well as we often have stones for hearts and fail to heed the call of discipleship. 
 

Week 47 Friday  Luke 21-22 
In chapter 21 Jesus gives warning to help his disciples be prepared for the end. It is easy for us to 

become complacent about the end because it is so long in coming. How does Jesus’ ‘predictions’ in 

chapter 22 instruct the call to be prepared? 

Jesus is right on the money with regards to what is going to happen in arranging the upper room and 

Peter’s denial. We see the same accuracy preceding the entrance into Jerusalem. This accuracy reminds 

us that even though the last days have been long, we should not grow weary in the wait. We are called to 

be ready and should be ready for the day of Christ’s return. 
 



Through the Scriptures 

As Jesus prays on the Mount of Olives, cf. 22:39-46, we are reminded once again of the humanity of 

Jesus. How does Jesus’ humanity instruct your appreciation of what he did for you in Jerusalem? 

 
 

Week 47 Saturday  Luke 23-24 
At Jesus’ trial and crucifixion the Gospel of Luke makes one thing abundantly clear, Jesus was innocent, 

cf. 23:4, 14-15, 22, 32-33, 41, 47. In this innocence we see two responses. The contrast in these 

responses is most vivid on the cross with the two criminals. One responded in humility, the other in 

arrogance. Do you see these responses today? How do you respond to Jesus on the cross? 

I think the response to Jesus is mixed. Many try and make themselves look better by disparaging others.  

They respond to their own guilt not by admitting it, but by comparing themselves to others and denying 

it. The response of faith though confesses one’s sins and in humility is exalted before the Lord. He does 

remember us in his Kingdom. 
 

What does Jesus teach the disciples following his resurrection? 

 Jesus is the key to understanding the Scriptures, cf. 24:25, 27, 32, 44. Only in him can you 

 understand the Old Testament. Because of this reality, we approach Scriptures through the lens of 

 Jesus, the lens of faith. This approach is the only beneficial approach to the Scriptures; other 

 approaches miss the point every time. 
 

As we conclude the Gospel of Luke we see that as the witness is born through the text we now are called 

to bear witness to the good news. How can you go about this task? 

 

Week 48 

Week 48 Monday  Acts 1-2 
As you begin the Acts of the Apostles, you quickly notice that it is the second book written to 

Theophilus. As a result, it is important in reading to be aware of connections to the first book, the 

Gospel of Luke. What was presented in the first book, cf. Acts 1:1ff? What implications might this have 

for reading the book? How does the remainder of chapters one and two affect our expectations? 

The first book presented Jesus and all that he did and taught. It presented Jesus’ ministry all of the way 

until he was taken up, even his commissioning of the apostles through the Holy Spirit. It is to these he 

presented himself after his resurrection and spoke to them about the kingdom of God. Then he exhorted 

them to stay in Jerusalem until they were baptized with the Holy Spirit. 

 

The remainder of chapters one and two present Jesus’ Ascension through the day of Pentecost. These two 

events include a charge to the apostles to be his witnesses first to Jerusalem, to Judea, Samaria, and to 

the ends of the earth. They will do this by power of the Holy Spirit which they received at Pentecost. From 

this point on, the apostles begin to proclaim the good news. 

 



Through the Scriptures 

These aspects of the beginning help us realize that the Acts of the Apostles will record the carrying out of 

Jesus’ charge to be witnesses by the power of the Holy Spirit. By the Holy Spirit’s use of them, the 

kingdom of God will come to many; believers are added to their numbers repeatedly. 

 

In 2:42-47 the life of the early church is presented in a brief summary form. What is significant about 

their life together? How does this instruct us in the life of the church today? 

1. The believers devoted themselves to the apostles teaching; we are called to devote ourselves to the 

teaching of the apostles and the prophets, i.e., Scriptures, and the proclamation of the Word, i.e., 

preaching. 2. They devoted themselves to fellowship, to the breaking of bread, and to prayers; we are 

called to be gathered together, commune regularly, and pray together. 3. They were together and held 

everything in common; we are called to be a community: to help each other out wherever there is need 

and to collectively contribute to the common efforts without selfishness. 4. They were praising God for 

everything; we are called to give thanks for everything. 5. The Lord was adding to their number day by 

day; we are called to be mission minded with the goal of growth in the Church. 

 

Week 48 Tuesday  Acts 3-4 
What is the power behind the activity of the apostles? What implications does this reality bear for our 

Christian witness/life? 

The power that stands behind all that the apostles do is the name of Jesus and the Holy Spirit. While this 

may seem like two separate things, as the Gospel of Luke pointed out, the work of Jesus and the work of 

the Holy Spirit during Jesus’ ministry went hand in hand. 

 

As we live out our lives we realize that the power that stands behind our witness is not our clever plans or 

our personalities. The power that stands behind our witness is the name of Jesus and the Holy Spirit that 

guides the witness. 

 

Week 48 Wednesday  Acts 5:1-8:3 
Today the means of bearing witness in Acts is conveyed with greater clarity. Certainly the apostles along 

with others, e.g., the seven, bear witness by proclaiming the kingdom, but even more so we see the 

direct parallels between their ministry and Jesus’. The way people seek to have contact with the 

apostles, the means by which people try to stop them (with fear of the crowds), and the fact that they 

are beaten and charged suffering dishonor for the name. Likewise, Stephen’s death bears similarities to 

Jesus’. This theme is present throughout Acts. What implications does this have for your discipleship? 

How does this influence your witness? What does this teach us? What does this not teach us? 

 

Week 48 Thursday  Acts 8-9:31 
At chapter eight the mention of Saul at the end of Stephen’s stoning is expanded into a description of 

the persecution at Jerusalem. This persecution marks two significant points. First, it introduces the move 

from proclaiming to Jerusalem to proclaiming to Judea and Samaria, cf. Acts 1:8. Second, it notes Saul’s 

heavy involvement with the spread of the message into these outer regions. Here his persecution sends 

people out; later he will go out and proclaim. 
 



Through the Scriptures 

When God instructs Ananias to help Saul, Ananias responds out of fear. He knows Saul’s reputation; he 

finds the proposition dangerous. God reassures him and sends him on his way. Does this happen in your 

life? When have you felt like there was something you should do but were afraid of the repercussions? 

Have you ever felt that way with sharing the faith, i.e., like you thought that you should share the faith 

with a specific person at a specific time and you were afraid to do it? What does this reading teach us? 

The power is in God, not our perceptions. As has been demonstrated throughout Acts, the Holy Spirit 

brings the increase; we do not need to worry. Even in death, like Stephen, we can be confident and boldly 

witness to the kingdom of God brought in Jesus. 
 

Week 48 Friday  Acts 9:32-12:25 
The spread of the good news continues as the Gentiles hear the message of the kingdom of God. What 

does this account teach the believers in Jerusalem? What does this teach us? 

It taught the church in Jerusalem that God wanted the Gentiles to believe as well. He gave them the same 

Spirit that he had given the apostles at Pentecost. Their lineage and their connection to the law did not 

change the efficacy of Jesus’ work nor God’s desire that all people rejoice in the good news of the 

kingdom of God. 
 

Likewise, we recognize that regardless of where people are socially, God calls all people to repent and 

believe the good news. All have fallen short, need to repent and hear the same good news. We should 

approach people with these eyes that we might share the faith with more and not be restricted by our 

own preconceived notions. 
 

Again, the apostles bear witness to Jesus through their suffering and death. This time James the brother 

of John is killed and Peter is imprisoned. But like in chapter eight (cf. the parallels between Luke 24:13-

35 and Acts 8:26-40), the word of death is followed by the word of life, cf. the parallels between Acts 

12:6-19 and the resurrection accounts; also note the connection between Peter’s arrest, i.e., it was 

Passover/Feast of Unleavened Bread and Herod was the one behind it all. What implications do these 

parallels bear for our witness? 

 

Week 48 Saturday  Acts 13-14 
What connections do you notice between Saul/Paul’s ministry and Jesus’ ministry? 

Saul and Barnabas’ ministry begins with the Holy Spirit setting him apart, cf. Acts 13.2-3. Many follow Paul 

and Barnabas in response to their teaching, cf. Acts 13.43. The response of the Jewish leaders was 

negative, cf. Acts 13.45, 50. Paul and Barnabas move from one town to the next with frequency. They 

stone Paul, cf. 14.19.  Etc. 
 

At 14.15-17 Paul tells the Gentile audience that while they are now just being called to repent and 

receive the good news of the kingdom of God, they did have some witness from God before this 

proclamation. God made all things. God provided rain and harvest for them. What implications does this 

witness have for our witness? How does this instruct us in our communication of the good news? 

Paul provides a good example of using the known to communicate the message of the kingdom of God. 

He calls to mind creation and sustenance to help them see who God is in language they could understand. 



Through the Scriptures 

We to should utilize the familiar to help bridge gaps between our witness and the person to whom we are 

witnessing. 

Week 49 

Week 49 Monday  Acts 15-16 
In chapter fifteen we see the great debate between those who believed that the new Gentile converts 

needed to be circumcised as part of becoming Christian. Why were some Jewish Christians concerned 

about these Gentile converts not being circumcised? What was the rationale for the response? How 

does this relate to us today? Do we face similar questions? How do we address these questions? 

The question posed by the Jewish Christians was based upon desire to fulfill the expectations of the law of 

Moses. Circumcision was a significant mark that designated one’s connection to these expectations. 

Hearing this argument, Peter responds with the argument that pointed out that the Jewish people were 

unable to fulfill the law. Why should these Gentile converts be expected to fulfill the expectations of the 

law? All believers must live on the grace of the Lord Jesus to be saved. 

 

Questions arise still today about what is permissible for Christian behavior. Some Christians use cultural 

relevance to make adjustments to the expectations of Christian behavior.  Yet ultimately, the expectations 

that we seek to meet (and should seek to meet) must be centered around God’s will for us; it cannot be 

judged on the personal preferences or cultural definitions. 

 

Understanding the, at times, fine line between the two, it is important to have some method to provide 

consistency in our approach and interpretation. For this reason we test the perspectives with Scriptures. 

That which does follow the will of God and not our own selfish gain is permitted, that which does not 

follow the will of God is denied. 
 

While Paul and Silas were in prison, what example did they provide for others? What example did they 

provide for us? 

Paul and Silas sang hymns and prayed in the face of imprisonment. They faced their punishment in joy 

and without fear. This bore witness to the other inmates. Then, when the earthquake released their 

shackles, they did not leave. This lack of a need to flee bears witness to the jailer. He sees their concern 

for him and he asks about salvation. 

 

This account encourages us to live our lives in the confidence of Christ, praying and singing even in the 

midst of troubles.  It also demonstrates that no matter what our plight we should have the other’s needs 

in mind. Both of these responses will bear witness to our world, a world in which generally the exact 

opposite response is found. 
 

Week 49 Tuesday  Acts 17-18 
Paul’s stay in Athens offers several good examples for witness. Where did Paul go? How did he interact 

with those who did not believe in what Jesus had accomplished? What things did Paul do that would be 

helpful for us as we intentionally reach out to those who do not believe in what Jesus has accomplished? 



Through the Scriptures 

Paul went to both the synagogues and the marketplaces. These settings provided different opportunities 

as people were at different places in what they believed. In the synagogues, the people had a foundation 

laid for them previously. In the marketplaces, the Old Testament background was not present. Given this 

difference, Paul approaches the people in the marketplace differently than the usual approach that he 

uses in the synagogues. Paul uses intrigue bringing forth teachings different than they are used to. He 

uses that which is known to them to provide a bridge that he might explain these teachings (he uses the 

altar for the unknown god and the creation as a point of connection). And finally, he discussed among 

them according with their custom. 
 

Likewise as we approach witnessing, we learn about the people we are trying to reach and try to connect 

with them using the familiar and the unfamiliar. We also use media with which they are comfortable or 

that connects with them. 

 

Week 49 Wednesday  Acts 19-20 
At Ephesus, Paul encounters opposition because people are afraid of losing their livelihood. Is this 

concern a barrier to belief today? How does the issue of personal loss relate to the good news of the 

kingdom of God Paul proclaims? 

Fear of loss is certainly a barrier to belief today. But it is a barrier that must be overcome as God shows us 

his faithfulness and trustworthiness. The good news of the kingdom of God proclaims this faithful God 

who reigns, and it calls all people to leave everything to follow Jesus. Lk 9.24 “For whoever would save his 

life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake will save it.” (ESV) Luke and Acts demonstrates this 

trust in God in Jesus’ willingness to go to the cross and the disciples’ willingness to suffer and die for the 

spread of the gospel. This trust is inherent to discipleship. 

 

Week 49 Thursday  Acts 21-23 
As mentioned before a significant connection is made in the Acts of the Apostles between key figures in 

the church and Jesus. Note the connections again in these chapters. What messages does that 

communicate to you? What implications are present for your discipleship? 

The connections remind us of the cost of discipleship. They also demonstrate the confidence with which 

both Paul and Jesus turn to Jerusalem. This confidence in God and his goals is confidence that we have as 

well through Jesus Christ. It reminds us of the focus we have been given as disciples and encourages us to 

move forward without fear. 

 

Week 49 Friday  Acts 24-26 
How does Paul bear witness to the officials? What does he tell them? Is this something that is beneficial 

in witnessing today? What does this do? 

Paul tells his personal story about what God had done for him. The personal story seems to connect more 

personally the testimony of Paul to those to whom he bears witness. I believe the same effect is 

accomplished today when people share in a very real and personal way what they believe and how God 

brought them to faith. 
 

What was Paul’s concern during his trial, cf. especially 26:28-29? What does this teach us? 



Through the Scriptures 

Paul wanted the people with whom he was in contact to become Christians. He wanted them to have the 

same joy of faith that he has. This reminds us that even when people are harming us we need not be 

wrapped up in the wrong being done to us, but rather we should be concerned about the person who is 

doing the wrong. Our concern should always be for the other and their faith. 
 

Week 49 Saturday  Acts 27-28 
How does Paul’s journey to Rome provide a fitting conclusion to the Acts of the Apostles? Is it a 

conclusion? Is the book about the Acts of the Apostles or something else? 

Rome provides a fitting end to the book as Paul goes to the capital of the Gentile world. This marks a 

completion of the call to go first to Jerusalem, then Judea, Samaria, and to the ends of the earth, cf. Acts 

1.8. Yet it is not a completion at all. For the book truly marks the work of the Holy Spirit as the Spirit 

continues to work faith in and through believers. The Word of the Lord continues to grow as the Holy 

Spirit continues to spread it throughout the earth. Fittingly the book does not end with Paul’s death but 

his continued “proclaiming of the kingdom of God and teaching about the Lord Jesus Christ with all 

boldness and without hindrance.” (ESV) Acts 28:31 
 

How can and does the Holy Spirit use you in your life to spread the good news of what God has done for 

you and all people? 

 

Week 50 

Week 50 Monday  Romans 1:1-3:20 
As we begin Romans, we recognize that Romans is a letter or at least bears the form of a letter. As a letter, we 

recognize greetings, well sayings, desires to meet, etc. We also recognize an overarching impetus for the writing of 

the letter, the flow of argument presented in the letter, and other matters intimately related to the message of the 

letter. As you read, it is important first to do our best to understand what Paul was communicating to his intended 

audience so we can then understand how it relates to us. 
 

What motivates Paul to write this letter? 

Paul ultimately is motivated by the good news (1:16-17). This good news has changed him and he wants 

to give this gift to the church in Rome for their encouragement and strengthening in the faith. This power 

of God motivates and drives him to write. 
 

Paul presents some atrocities of the world in chapter 1. These words speak clearly on the despicable 

behavior present in the culture of the day. What is Paul doing here? Where does God’s judgment fall? 

Paul is rallying the people around the judgment of ‘those guys’ only to turn things around and point the 

finger at ourselves. In affect he says ‘look at how bad those people are’, and indeed their activity is 

despicable. But then he says, but you too have failed to fulfill the expectations of God. As he reaches the 

climax in the reality that no one is justified by works of the law, we realize that we need outside help. We 

need the help that is provided in Jesus. 

 



Through the Scriptures 

Week 50 Tuesday  Romans 3:21-5:21 
How is the righteousness of God made manifest? 

The righteousness of God is seen in the fact that God’s Son lived and died to fulfill all righteousness; he 

did what everyone else failed to do. The sacrifice of God’s Son paid the penalty that we justly deserved. 

This punishment demonstrated God to be just, and it demonstrated God’s mercy and care for us. We in 

turn receive this righteousness of God through faith. Thus it is made manifest in us as we live our lives in 

the joy and fullness of that righteousness. This righteousness gives us peace that enables us to rejoice in 

our sufferings and weakness. 

 

Who receives the benefits of God’s act? 

All those who believe in what God has done for them through Jesus Christ receive the salvation won on 

the cross. Christ’s act took the punishment for all the sins of the world, but the benefit of that act only is 

received through faith. 
 

While we were still enemies Christ died for us (Romans 5:10). What does this act teach you about God?  

How does it inform your faith? 

 

Week 50 Wednesday  Romans 6:1-8:39 
What does the righteousness of God received through faith do to the believer? What different 

illustrations does Paul use to highlight this point? 

Paul teaches us that as we have been baptized into Christ, we have died with him and risen with him. This 

death frees us from our bondage to sin and frees us to live a new life to God. For the dead person is no 

longer under the obligations of the law. We are now willingly slaves not to sin, but to righteousness and 

God. This living to God is the joy of eternal life given us in Christ Jesus. This is life in the Spirit. 

 

What struggles are present for us as we live out this righteousness? 

We face a reality of the flesh overriding the mind. Paul’s struggles in 7:7-25 are all too familiar to  us as we 

want to do what God wants but so often fail to do it. For this reason, we say fervently with Paul, ‘Thanks 

be to God who gives us the victory through Jesus Christ our Lord.’ 
 

What encouragement does Paul provide to help believers make it through the groaning of waiting for 

Christ’s return? What comfort does this provide for us in the midst of the struggles of chapter 7 and the 

general difficulties of life in a fallen world? 

God’s love for us will sustain us as the Spirit sees us through these difficulties and reminds us always of 

the victory that has been won in Christ Jesus. In him we are more than conquerors. 

 

Week 50 Thursday  Romans 9-11 
Romans 9:20 is a vivid reminder of our place in the relationship between God and people. We are not in 

a position to tell God that his ways are not right. He is God; he defines what is good and right. Yet 

sometimes this passage can create difficulty in understanding the role of someone like the Pharaoh of 

the exodus and how God hardened his heart. Does the passage say that God chose Pharaoh to 

damnation? What does the passage say? Furthermore, where does the emphasis lie? 



Through the Scriptures 

It is clear that God used Pharaoh for the sake of demonstrating his mercy to the people of Israel and 

general observers. This is the emphasis of the text. The text does not say that Pharaoh was chosen for 

damnation. Rather Pharaoh was chosen for destruction. We see this in Pharaoh’s refusal to let the people 

go and the Pharaoh’s defeat at the Red Sea. Rather than spelling damnation for the people of Egypt, the 

hand of God was recognized by them. Did Pharaoh die with or without faith? We do not know; this 

passage does not emphasize this. Rather it emphasizes Pharaoh’s role in demonstrating God’s saving hand 

for the people of Israel and the illegitimacy of one questioning God’s use of Pharaoh in this way.   
 

In chapter 10 we hear a great call for mission work. We are saved through faith, but how can people 

believe in one of whom they have not heard? Recognizing this fact, how can you help people to hear 

through your life? Does everyone have the same role in mission work? What does this look like in your 

life? 

Everyone certainly does not have the same role in sharing the Gospel. Nonetheless, we all have been 

called to share what God has done for us. For some, that means providing a supporting role, e.g., 

administrative tasks, financial support, words of encouragement, etc.; for others it means a more direct 

sharing, e.g., going up to people and telling them about God, being a full time  missionary, etc. 

Nonetheless, the joy and importance of sharing the faith should always be in view during our lives and be 

reflected in how we live our lives. 

 

Romans 11:32 illustrates that God uses disobedience to demonstrate and communicate his mercy. One 

must realize their utter failure before they can rejoice in the life and conquering found in Jesus Christ. 

What does this teach you about the task of sharing your faith with an unbeliever? What must be shown 

them before they rejoice in the good news? 

People need to hear that they have fallen short before they can rejoice in God’s triumph. This reality 

should encourage us not to be afraid to let people know when they have sinned so that we can with joy 

share the hope that is present in Christ Jesus. 

 

Week 50 Friday  Romans 12-13 
Romans 12:1-3 calls us to be living sacrifices. How does this look in your life? How do the following 

passages reflect the practical aspects of being a living sacrifice? What do they teach us? 

The concluding portion of Romans teaches us that our faith plays out through a life of love. We love in our 

interactions with fellow believers and the world. The love of Christ guides us in our obedience to the 

government and our care for other’s needs (even our enemy’s) above our own. 

 

Week 50 Saturday  Romans 14-16 
The final chapters of Romans continue the practical application of what a living sacrifice looks like. In 

15:1-7 we see that we are living sacrifices in much the same way Jesus was. We strive to help others in 

all that we do. This allows us to bear with one another and instead of writing them off (bearing 

judgment on them), we seek to build them up in the faith. How does this play out in your life of faith? 

When do you bear up with other people? When should you? How does the fact that Christ bore and 

continues to bear with you encourage you in this task? 

 



Through the Scriptures 

Consider Romans 16:17-20. What is the danger of false teachings? Is this a problem still today? Where 

do you see this problem? 

The problem with false teaching is that it misleads and deceives people. It distracts people from the faith 

to which we have been called. While people often ignore or downplay differences in teaching, false 

teaching is a real issue for which we should be concerned still today. 

 

Week 51 

Week 51 Monday  Galatians 1:1-2:16 
As we begin this letter to the Galatians, we almost immediately notice a different tone than most of 

Paul’s letters. Instead of a section where Paul gives thanks, Paul immediately gets to the point of his 

letter and expresses astonishment. This astonishment stems from the awareness of some false teaching 

being held by the church in Galatia. Someone was teaching a Gospel other than the one Paul had 

preached. To this Paul is appalled and recognizes the teaching of a contrary Gospel as something 

deserving of being accursed. Why does Paul get so worked up about this issue? Do we get this worked 

up about the false teachings that are present in our culture, even among Christian churches? Should 

we? Why is ‘they just look at things differently’ not an acceptable answer for Paul? What is at issue? 

The Gospel itself is at the heart of the issue. When someone says you have to do this or that to be saved, 

it is contrary to the good news that Christ accomplished our salvation fully. It turns the good news into a 

law to keep rather than a motivating joy that encourages us to be the people God has called us to be. If it 

is not God doing it, it is not grace but wages we earn. But the only wage we can earn is death. As a result 

it gives people false hope and sentences them to death. This is not acceptable to Paul, and it is not 

acceptable to us. 

 

“If I were still trying to please man, I would not be a servant of Christ.” Galatians 1:10 (ESV) Paul’s 

motivating factor is not man but God. Paul continues from this verse to clarify that his teaching comes 

from God and has not been corrupted by men. How many false teachings come from trying to please 

people? Have you fallen into the trap of molding what Scriptures teach you to conform to what other 

people, and possibly you, would like it to teach? How do we guard against that? 

 

Week 51 Tuesday  Galatians 2:17-4:31 
These verses teach us that we are saved through faith in Jesus and not by works of the law. They 

illustrate this joy with the certainty of the covenant made with Abraham (3:15-22), the relationship of a 

child who needs a guardian and a son who is ready to inherit (3:23-4:7), and the difference between the 

child of the law and the child of the promise (4:21-31). How does the freedom of this teaching liberate 

you? How should it liberate you? What results does it produce? 

 

Galatians 3:27-28 is an often abused passage. Many use the passage to suggest that there is no 

difference between Jews and Greeks, male and females, and slave and free people. What is meant by 



Through the Scriptures 

the declaration of no distinction between these entities? Is it that the genders, races, and social 

positions no longer exist? Or does it refer to something else? 

This passage clearly speaks this way in the context of relationship to God through faith. It does not 

suggest that Jews have the same cultural background that non-Jews do; it does not suggest that God 

made males and females the same; and it does not suggest that those who are slaves are culturally in the 

same position as free people, i.e., a slave can walk off the job and say I am free now. Scriptures clearly 

speak on the contrary to these suggestions in many places. Romans clearly recognizes the privilege of 

being a Jew while recognizing that Gentiles now have equally full access to salvation in Christ. Ephesians 

teaches that husbands and wives relate to each other in an ordered way, i.e., not as if they was no 

distinction. Nonetheless, they both stand equally before God by faith. The same holds true for Ephesians’ 

referencing to the relationship between slave and master. 

 

Week 51 Wednesday  Galatians 5-6 
Galatians talks a lot about freedom. From what has God freed us? For what has God freed us? How does 

this freedom affect our approach to life? What does that look like in your life? 

We have been freed from bondage to sin and the flesh; we have been freed from the desires of the flesh. 

As a result, we are freed for life in the Spirit; we are freed to produce the fruits of the Spirit. This change 

enables us to bear with one another in gentleness rather than pride and to bear one another’s burdens. It 

directs us to sow matters of the Spirit rather than matters of the flesh. 

 

Week 51 Thursday  Ephesians 1 
The letter of Ephesians begins by communicating the great confidence we have because of God. What 

things do you find that give cause for confidence? 

God chose us from before the foundation of the world; in Christ we have been lavished with the riches of 

God’s grace; the God who does this is Lord of all time and planning; Christ is over all and has been given to 

the church; etc. 

 

What does this confidence do for your life? How does it encourage your living? 

 

 

Week 51 Friday  Ephesians 2-3 
In Ephesians 2:1-10 Paul makes clear that salvation is a gift. We were dead, and dead people cannot do 

anything. God has giving us life that we might do the good works God prepared beforehand. How is this 

message an oasis in the midst of our culture? How does this message affect your approach with others 

and their failure to believe? 

 Our culture tells us that we must earn everything and do it ourselves. This passage reminds us not 

 only that we did not earn everything, but we cannot earn anything. But God, in spite of ourselves, 

 has given us life. Seeing the giftedness of faith and salvation, we approach others in humility 

 recognizing that they cannot believe until the eyes of their hearts are opened. 

 

Ephesians 2:19-22 reminds us that the church is being constructed into a holy temple. How does the 

structure look? What does this structure teach us concerning the church? 



Through the Scriptures 

The cornerstone is Christ and the foundation is the prophets and apostles. This reminds us that the church 

is built on the work of Christ and the witness borne to him in the Scriptures. It is not built up by special 

status of some over others. It is not built by being a social Christian. All those in faith united in Christ are 

being built together into one structure in which God makes his dwelling. 

 

Week 51 Saturday  Ephesians 4-6 
What characteristics should the walk of faith bear? Why? 

The walk of faith bears humility and gentleness, patience and bearing with one another, desiring to 

maintain unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. It seeks the life given rather than the desires of the 

world. This means not succumbing to the text’s list of vices. These things are not the life we have been 

given. It also means living in love for one another and submitting to the authorities that are over you. For 

those in authority, it means acting according to the reason that authority has been given and not as a 

tyrant. 

 

Why was the gift of apostles, prophets, pastors and teachers given, cf. 4:7-16? 

These were given to prepare the saints so that they could withstand the false teachings that try to pull the 

faithful away from the faith and to help them reach maturity in the faith. 

 

What lesson for marriage is given in Ephesians 5? Why does the world take issue with this? 

The husband and spouse relationship reflects the relationship of Christ and the Church. This teaches much 

about how the husband should relate to the wife caring for her real needs in love until death. It also 

teaches us how the wife should respond to the husband’s lead submitting to it as the Church submits to 

Christ. As husband listens to and acts in relation to the needs of his wife, and wife submits to her 

husband, the relationship will be healthy with no sense of domineering nor rebellion. The world takes 

issue with this because the world gets wrapped up in rights and power. The Christian marriage however is 

not about power but instead centers around care for the other. 

 

How does the Christian stand strong in this walk? How does the Christian withstand the schemes of the 

devil? 

He wears the full armor of God, the defense of the faith. These things are all defensive weapons, even the 

type of sword listed. Ultimately, Christ has already won the victory; defense is all that is needed. Christ 

keeps us standing. 

 

Week 52 

Week 52 Monday  1 Timothy 1 
1 and 2 Timothy are letters Paul wrote to Timothy for his instruction as Timothy sought to provide 

oversight for the church in Ephesus. For this reason, the letters bear a different flavor than those letters 

written by Paul for a specific church or churches. These letters, while they do provide general benefit, in 

specific they provide much instruction with regards to what a pastor should strive for and what a 

congregation should expect in their pastors. 

 



Through the Scriptures 

Warning is given against those who are teaching heterodoxy, teachings other than the true teachings of 

the faith. Timothy is instructed to admonish these teachers so that they get back on track with their 

teaching. What lesson does Paul’s autobiographical reflection, cf. 1:12-17, teach Timothy and other 

pastors and church leaders? Why is this helpful in combating heterdox teachings, especially teachings 

oriented in pride? 

Paul reminds Timothy that Jesus came to save sinners and Paul was chief among them. While correcting 

the arrogant by shooting them down swiftly may make you feel bigger, the reality is that whenever we 

address people in the wrong, we need to address them knowing that we as well have been brought out 

from the wrong by grace. We address error not with arrogance, but humility. This is all the more true 

when addressing issues of pride. 

 

Do you ever get shipwrecked with regards to your faith, cf. 1:19, because of pride? Because of going 

after the novelties of ‘wise’ faith? When? How do you combat it? 

 

Week 52 Tuesday  1 Timothy 2-3 
For whom should we be praying, cf. 2:1-2? Why? How do you do with this? How does the church do 

with this? How can you improve? 

We are called to pray for all people; we desire the peaceful and quiet life for the world. We should 

concern ourselves with all people and their needs because God cares for all people and their needs. 

 

What is the teaching of 1 Timothy 2:8-15? How does this relate to chapter 3? Why is Eve mentioned as 

the one being deceived, cf. 2:14? Elsewhere, Adam is the person listed as at fault, cf. Romans 5:14-15; 1 

Corinthians 15:22; why the emphasis on Eve? 

The point being emphasized in 1 Timothy 2 is the order of creation. Adam was formed first and is the one 

who is to be the head of the household, cf. 1 Corinthians 11:3. This order was quickly broken when Adam 

followed Eve in disobeying God. Eve was deceived and Adam failed to act in the leadership role he had to 

preempt the fruit of that deception. Mentioning Eve’s act, highlights the broken order intended from the 

beginning. A broken world followed. This relationship between man and woman extends then into the 

workings of the church, the household of God, cf. 3:4-5, 12, 15. Just as the wife is not to be the head of 

the household at home, neither should she be the head of the household at God’s home (even as a mere 

extension of the true head of household, Jesus the groom). 

 

Why the high standards of for the overseer? Are these standards basic for Christians? Or is there a 

greater standard for overseers and deacons? 

For the most part these standards are those for Christians in general. Obviously some apply only to some 

Christians, e.g., keeping your children in line is hard to do when you have no children, but for the most 

part these instructions are true for all Christians. The difference is in the fact that leaders are setting the 

example for all Christians and thus need to exhibit this in a clear way. Those who do not have a handle in 

these areas should not be pastors or the spiritual leaders of the church. 

 



Through the Scriptures 

Week 52 Wednesday  1 Timothy 4-6:2a 
In chapter 4 we see influences of what was to become a Gnostic heresy in the early church. Gnosticism 

emphasized the goal of life to be the escape from this world. As a result, disregard for marriage, 

prohibition on foods, and disregard for sexual differences come to the fore. What is at the very root of 

the problem concerning this teaching? What teachings get disregarded when this perspective is 

employed? 

This teaching disregards the fact that God created us good. While sin has brought sorrow and problems to 

this goodness, the original creation was what God intended; we do not need to escape it. Furthermore, 

our future hope is that God will restore creation bringing a new heavens and a new earth. We see a 

foretaste of this hope in the bodily resurrected Christ. He was not just a spirit; he had a glorified body.  

Creation is part of God’s intent from beginning to end. Gnosticism and teachings related to it in content 

take away from this significant and foundational teaching. 
 

Is Paul’s encouragement to Timothy at 1 Timothy 4:12 addressing a real need? Do you find it difficult to 

have someone younger than you with fewer life experiences giving you guidance and providing spiritual 

care? Do others? 

 

Week 52 Thursday  1 Timothy 6:2b-21 
Paul addresses different doctrines again in 6:3. Is this concern still an issue today? Do we address them 

or do we just pretend that they are no big deal? 
 

Paul instructs the people to be content. You brought nothing in, you can take nothing out. Don’t strive 

after those things. Is this admonition an important message today? How can Paul encourage such 

contentment? What makes him content? 

These things are certainly an issue today. We need to remember, as Paul did, that contentment is ours 

because we have been given the gift of eternal life. 

 

Week 52 Friday  2 Timothy 1-2 
What is the encouragement for those who see their fellow believers departing from the faith in the face 

of suffering, cf. 2:8-13? Do we need this encouragement still today? 

Paul reminds of the transcendent grace given to us through Christ. While we may be bound, God’s Word 

cannot be. God is faithful and he will not deny himself. This is encouraging to us today as we see others 

falling prey to the temptations of the world and we are bombarded with the same. Knowing God’s 

surpassing grace, we have encouragement to stand in the face of it all. 

 

How does the loose tongue/conversation cause problems, cf. 2:15-16? Is it just a matter of one poor 

comment? 

One comment leads to another. These comments then proceed to penetrate the mindset of the hearers 

of them. Soon the mindset which started as a joke or an off-hand comment becomes ours. 

 



Through the Scriptures 

Week 52 Saturday  2 Timothy 3-4 
What is the call with regards to relations with those who are about the unholy lifestyles, cf. 3:1-9? How 

does this relate to the call to bear witness to them? 

Separating yourselves from someone or a group of people (even church bodies) bears witness to that 

person or group. It also keeps you from falling prey to the disease of sin they are spreading. This also does 

not negate reaching out; it just clarifies the message while reaching out. We are called to the life of faith, 

not the life of unbelief. This is the life Jesus gives. 
 

What anchor does Paul recommend to help stand secure in the face of all of these false teachings and 

persecutions? Why is it so important for pastors to preach the Word and not just what itching ears want 

to hear? 

The Scriptures are the foundation that keeps us from being swept away by false doctrines. Pastors need 

to preach this Word without fear because people need to hear it, even if they don’t want to hear it. This 

Word sustains us so that we can rejoice with Paul at the finish line. 

 

 


