
never cease to amaze me. 

As you celebrate the new begin-
nings that come with the Christ 
child and as you celebrate a new 
year in the Lord (whether the 
new church year or the new 
calendar year), I pray that you 
take time to rejoice in the new 
beginnings in your own life. Re-
joice even in the new beginnings 
that seem old. God is acting and 
doing for and with you! 

Thank you for your ongoing 
prayers and support. I hope that 
this Fall newsletter will help you 
see some of the things God con-
tinues to do among us so that 
you can continue to rejoice with 
us and all our new beginnings! 

Advent and Christmas are won-
derful times of year. They pro-
vide an opportunity to anticipate 
the coming Lord and the resto-
ration he brings. They remind us 
that God is faithful to his prom-
ises and he is making all things 
new through his Son. And as the 
seasons refocus our eyes on 
God’s activity, we are also called 
to remember our baptisms as 
God begins our life anew. He 
forgives us and washes us clean 
in the words of absolution and 
sends us forth to live and be 
God’s people. We are a new crea-
tion in Christ and we have a new 
beginning. 

This semester has carried some 
of those flavors with it. Certainly 

we have continued the work we 
have been doing in this place 
for sixty-some years. We 
have continued summer con-
tacts with letters, phone 
calls, and tabling at orienta-
tion. We have continued to 
reach out to new students at 
the start of the semester. 
And we have continued to offer 
God’s gifts in the worship ser-
vices and study and grow in the 
same Word through weekly stud-
ies. But this semester has 
brought newness as well. We 
have had a healthy inflow of new 
students; we have had new ideas 
and new contact points in our 
‘non-scheduled’ or informal ac-
tivities; and we had a new start 
for our Life 173 efforts. 

It has been exciting to see God 
working among us. He continues 
to take his imperfect people and 
use them to do his work. He 
picks us up daily and accom-
plishes new and exciting things. 
God’s work, his new beginnings 

Congratulations 
Graduates!! 
Sam Rappold 
Katie Roth 
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Scavenger Hunt—by Lara Kunnapas 

Once again our Newtheran Nights culminated 
in a picture scavenger hunt! We gathered for 
a pre-hunt dinner then separated into five 
teams consisting of four to five students. 
There was a pre-determined list of objec-
tives and rules for the teams to follow. The 
goal was to get pictures of the team mem-
bers acting out the different tasks quickly, 
creatively and with as many strangers as 
possible. A point was awarded for complet-

ryone a chance to come together. The 
tasks are always so funny ranging from 
giving a flower to a waitress to doing a 
handstand on Herty Field to taking a crazy 
picture in a hotel lobby to taking a family 
photo with people who are eating at a res-
taurant! I always enjoy running around 
North Campus and Downtown Athens taking 
crazy pictures with our fellow Lutherans.  

ing the task then additional points were 
earned for creativity and each stranger in 
the photo. 

The scavenger hunt is one of my favorite 
activities because it is a fun and interesting 
way to help everyone socialize and become 
comfortable with each other. We separate 
the teams so that they are evenly distrib-
uted with new and old members to give eve-



This semester the students decided the 
sport we would participate in as a church 
would be Ultimate Frisbee. For those who 
are not familiar with Ultimate Frisbee, the 
goal is to work as a team to pass a Frisbee 
down the field into the end zone as an op-
posing team attempts to make you drop the 
disk, which then turns the Frisbee over to 
the other team. Ultimate Frisbee helps to 
build camaraderie and friendships through 
working together for a common goal.  
 
As in seasons past, our team was named 

the Yeti’s and it was a co-rec team consist-
ing of girls and guys. We had great partici-
pation from our church with 12 different 
people contributing to the team. The regular 
season did not go quite as well as we would 
have hoped as we only posted a 2-2 regular 
season record, but, we are proud that we 
were able to make it to the third round of 
the playoffs.  
 
Most importantly, Ultimate Frisbee was a 
great way for us to fellowship among our 
friends at Christus Victor and also was a 

great way to share the faith with the people 
on our campus. During every game we made 
sure to show great sportsmanship and to 
represent Christ in the best way possible. 
Before every game we prayed as a team; 
then after the game we would ask if the 
other team would join us in a prayer of 
thanks, this invitation was almost always 
accepted. We had a great semester of intra-
mural sports and we hope to be able to 
continue this outreach next semester.  
   

Intramurals—by Isaac Ringer 
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had and what careers they now have. And 
of course the alumni loved hanging out with 
each other and talking to Pastor about how 
they are doing. The tailgate ended as the 
current students headed down to the sta-
dium gate and the alumni went out to watch 
the game.  

 
 

Saturday, along with many current stu-
dents and their friends. Despite the cold 
weather, everybody enjoyed each other’s 
company and the time spent together. We 
grilled burgers and hot dogs and appreci-
ated the warmth inside the church. The 
current students liked chatting with the 
alumni and finding out what majors they 

On the day of the UGA vs. Auburn game, 
Christus Victor and UGA graduates re-
turned to Athens for the third annual 
alumni tailgate. Not only is this tailgate a 
great way to have former CV folks catch up 
with their old friends, but it’s also an op-
portunity for them to meet the current 
students and get a chance to talk a little. 
About ten alumni re-
turned to the church that 

 2014 Alumni Tailgate by Laura Shipman 



New Endeavors and Opportunities to Support 

This year we have stepped out in faith in a 
couple of ways to facilitate the participation 
of more students. Over the past few years 
we have been gradually growing. We have 
grown both in our non-student membership 
and in our student body. God has given us 
good participation in the worship services 
and in our other activities and studies. Last 
April, we averaged over seventy congre-
gants in the worship service for the month.  

I am guessing most of your are aware of or 
remember the size of our sanctuary. Given 
the size and layout, the sixty-five to sev-
enty-five range is a functional eighty per-
cent capacity and feels crowded. Knowing 
that we only had three students graduating 
and therefore space would continue to be 
an issue at the busiest time of year, we 
decided that the best course of action was 
to have two services on Sunday morning. It 
was not an easy decision, but we wanted to 
have plenty of room for the new students 
who would arrive in the Fall.  

Thankfully, we did, as we had eighty-six peo-
ple in church August 17 and seventy-seven 
the following Sunday August 24. With only 
ninety-two chairs, it would have been 
crowded to say the least. And we are glad 
we did not send the message “we don’t have 
room for you.” 

The two services have continued to go well 
and have provided opportunities to connect 
with some we would not have otherwise. It 
is not always easy, as attendance ebbs and 
flows and seventy divided by two is not a 
huge number, but it is exciting as we grow 
and engage more students. 

In conjunction with going to two services, 
we also decided to take the opportunity to 
make a special effort to connect with stu-
dents coming from home congregations 
who only know contemporary worship ser-
vices. While we have had Life 173 for many 
years now, we decided to make a concerted 
effort to expand its reach and effort. Recog-
nizing the gifts of some of the incoming and 
returning students, we decided to make an 
effort to have a fuller band for Life 173 and 
gradually shape the existing Bible study into 
a full worship service. 

The development of the service has a couple 
of components and stages. For one, we 
needed musicians. Our pianist of the last 
couple of years moved to Chicago to begin a 
PhD program at the University of Chicago. 
As we transitioned, we decided to find a 
pianist that would be able to play the two 
Sunday morning services and coordinate/
participate in the Life 173 endeavor. Thank-
fully, God provided for such a person and 
we have been thankful for Stewart and his 

gifts. God also provided a percussionist who 
transferred in and a freshman who plays 
guitar. Finally, we had a returning student 
and a member who both played the guitar; 
the same student leads the singing. Making 
a long story short, the band has come to-
gether and has provided good music for us 
this first stage of Life 173-2.0. 

The second stage begins in January as we 
study Genesis and through the study begin 
to introduce the parts of the worship ser-
vice. While the music is ‘contemporary’ in 
style, the service will still utilize the bless-
ing of the liturgy as we see the focus of the 
service remaining on God’s activity for us 
even as we respond in joyful prayer and 
singing. 

The final stage will come with the new aca-
demic year as we seek to kick off a new 
evening service in Fall 2015.  

As we make these transitions, we recognize, 
given our size, that they are not easy. They 
cost money, they take energy, and they re-
quire God’s blessing. Please keep our ef-
forts to connect and help people grow in 
Christ’s victory in your prayers. Thank you 
for your support! 
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On the weekend of September 13-14, the 
collegiate community of Christus Victor 
embarked on a journey down to the beach 
front of Elberta, Alabama. Combined with 
the likes of Auburn, South Alabama, Florida 
State, and other smaller colleges in the 

southeast area, these students enjoyed a 
weekend of fellowship together as they 
helped tidy Camp Dixie Lutheran Outdoor 
Ministries to prepare for the coming camp 
season. Each morning and evening students 
participated in Bible study together, and on 

Saturday night held worship on the beach. 
Together these students budded friendships 
and grew in their faith, creating a weekend 
that is not to be forgotten. 

Fall Service Retreat—by Brandon Rockwell 



Game Night—by Jared Munneke 

Campus Leadership Training—by Abbey Miner 
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You’ve changed your major 3 times, and you 
still don’t know what you want to do, your 
teacher can’t make up his mind on when the 
midterm is going happen, and your boss 
can’t seem to remember to put you on the 
schedule. Your plans abruptly get cancelled, 
the weather can’t seem to pick a season, 
and your parents can’t seem to stop fight-
ing. How do you find comfort in the incon-
sistency of the world? 
 

You have two tests tomorrow, you have a 
project due next Tuesday, and your re-
search paper has to be submitted within a 
few days. Your friends want to hang out, you 

are always hungry, and you need to start 
working out again. Your car needs an oil 
change, your boss is scheduling you extra 
hours, and your parents are always won-
dering what you are doing. How do you bal-
ance your busy schedule and still have room 
for your relationship with God? 
 
Such are the questions we struggle with in 
life and such are the questions we have 
struggled with in Life 173 this Fall. Flowing 
out of John 17:3, Life 173 aims to get know 
God better in a casual setting with the ac-
companiment of live contemporary music. 

The combination of contemporary Christian 
music and a short, focused Bible study an-
swering common questions allows Life 173 
to change the way you think and act. This 
fall we have rebooted Life 173 trying to ex-
tend its reach and connect with students we 
were not connecting with before. In the 
coming months, Life 173 will look to transi-
tion Life 173 to a full worship service as an 
evening “contemporary” alternative to the 
two traditional services we have at Christus 
Victor on Sunday mornings. Please continue 
to keep our effort to help people grow in the 
life God has given in your prayers. 

Life 173-2.0—by Logan Jahnke 

This October, the Christus Victor Student 
Leadership traveled to Valdosta, GA to at-
tend the biannual leadership training ses-
sion with college leadership groups from 
other southeastern colleges. We were 
blessed to be guided and instructed this 
semester by Pastor Tom Eggebrecht from 
Ascension Lutheran Church in Casselberry, 
Florida. The theme of our training was cen-
tered around creativity and how we can 
harness our own unique senses of creativity 

to weave into devotions. The CV leadership 
will lead student devotions starting this 
spring semester, so we were all very eager 
to learn tactics on how to approach this 
task. When we weren't watching college 
football or playing trivia games in our spare 
time, we were preparing a short devotion 
to present to the others in the group. Not 
only were we encouraged to write a devel-
oped devotion to use for future purposes, 
but we got to practice delivering devotions 

to a group of people--this activity was ex-
tremely helpful because it allowed us to 
better understand how to approach our 
audience in order to give an effective, 
meaningful devotion. Though it was only a 
short weekend retreat, we all learned in-
valuable skills that we look forward to utiliz-
ing in the future and disseminating to oth-
ers in the church and beyond.  

On Friday, November 7, CV hosted a game of 
fun and fellowship for both students and 
congregation members. Various board 
games were spread out across the sanctu-
ary for all to enjoy. A very plentiful pizza 
dinner was provided beforehand, and games 
ran from 6 to 9 pm. While some students 

took their hand at challenging the adults in 
the trivia game Bezzerwizzer, others pre-
ferred a simple old-fashioned game of Bat-
tleship. Fun was had by all who attended. It 
was really great to hold and attend this 
event because it’s a chance to interact with 
members of the church that some may have 

never talked to or even noticed. By growing 
closer with both the regular and student 
congregations, game night served as a 
great chance for all attendees to bond to-
gether in the faith. 



seek to build our giving base to expand 
our capacity to reach out to students 
on campus. If you have the financial 
means, we invite you to be part of that 
support system. Whether your gift is 
$25 or $1000, we rejoice in your part-
nership and can use your support. Your 
support is significant as we strive to 
fund our mission goals. Please send 
checks to Christus Victor Lutheran 
Church, 1010 S. Lumpkin St., Athens, GA 
30605 or if you want to pay by credit 
card go to our website http://
www.christusvictor.net/partner-with-
us and click on the Paypal donate but-

As we continue to rejoice in and share the 
joy of our partnership in the gospel, there 
are many ways you can continue to partici-
pate in our life together: 

1. Pray!  Keep us in your daily prayers. 
Certainly pray for the needs listed 
above. As our newsletters only come 
out periodically, we encourage you to 
check our website http://
www.christusvictor.net/partner-with-
us for a list of current prayer re-
quests. We are seeking to update those 
prayers each month. 

2. Financial assistance.  We continue to 

ton. Automatic donations can also be 
arranged with our financial secretary. 
Please contact Katie Roth for more 
information (roth12@uga.edu).Your 
financial support is a major blessing to 
our efforts on campus. 

3. Keep in touch. We love to hear from 
our alumni. It is a joyous reminder of 
the benefit of the work we are doing 
here at UGA and encouraging as we 
continue in the mission. 

Thank you for your ongoing support!  

Ways to Help 

1010 S. Lumpkin St. 
Athens, GA 30605 

Phone: 706-543-3801 
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Web: www.christus.victor.net 

Living in and bringing 
Christ’s victory to UGA, the 
Athens area, and beyond! 

Christus Victor Lutheran Church and Student Center 

Prayer Requests: 

 For our recent graduates as they transition to their next stage of life. 

 For the development of Life 173 as we seek to connect with students uncomfortable with our traditional 
services. 

 For the funding of our new endeavors as we seek to expand the reach of Christ’s victory on campus and 
maximize the use of our gifts. And in thanksgiving for the generosity of the many alumni and friends of 
Christus victory who support the mission with their finances and/or prayers. 

 For the regional plans of the Campus Leadership Training and the Spring Retreat. 

 For our spring break mission trip to Estero, FL to partner with our mission there. 


