
Through the Scriptures: Weeks 53-65 

Week 53 Monday Hebrews 1-2 
This book seems to be written for believers who are suffering in and for the faith.  As you read you will 
catch glimpses of this in the repeated words of encouragement to remain confident in the hope that we 
have.  The book reminds the believer to look to Jesus for that hope as he is the one who has made the 
perfect sacrifice for us and is the heavenly reality of the earthly shadows given in the Law.  He is victorious 
and sits at the right hand of God; he will help us.  This confidence should give the hearer cause to hold fast 
to the confidence which cannot be shaken. 
 

As you read the first two chapters of Hebrews, keep in mind the role of an angel.  An 
angel is by definition ‘a messenger’.  The word in the Greek, in fact, can be translated as 
angel or messenger.  How does this recognition help us understand the relationship 
between Hebrews 1:1-2 and the rest of the first two chapters?  What encouragement does 
this give to the believer? 

Jesus, the Son of God, is the climax of the message of God.  Jesus brings to fullness the message 
of the prophets and surpasses the Law, i.e., the Torah.  This Jesus continues to be proclaimed by 
those who heard (2:3-4).  Just as the message of the messengers proved reliable, so the message of 
salvation given through Jesus, the one greater than those messengers, is utterly reliable for us.  As 
a result, the believer can hold firm to the message of faith and trust in it in spite of the adversity 
caused because of the faith. 

 

What double benefit do Jesus’ humanity and his sacrifice have for us? 
Jesus’ humanity makes his sacrifice efficacious for us.  He had to be one of us for his death to be 
of value to us.  Jesus’ suffering also gives us encouragement because he was human.  Seeing his 
suffering and temptation we know that he can relate to us in our suffering and temptation.  Seeing 
his victory gives us confidence and help in the midst of our suffering and temptation. 

 

Week 53 Tuesday Hebrews 3:1-4:13 
Jesus is greater than Moses and Joshua.  What does this assertion teach us concerning 
Jesus’ work?  What warning does this section give us?  What encouragement does that 
give us in our lives of discipleship? 

The connection that Hebrews makes is that since Jesus is greater than Moses (3:2ff.) and Joshua 
(4:8), we know and can expect that the rest provided by Jesus is greater than that by Moses and 
Joshua.  Joshua’s rest was not complete; Jesus’ rest is.  Yet just as not all entered the Promised 
Land, so also not all will enter Jesus’ rest.  Jesus does gives us promised rest; we should strive to 
enter that rest and not fall like the people of Israel in the wilderness. 

 

What challenges do you face along the way?  What encouragement does the promised 
rest provide to you during your journey? 
 
Week 53 Wednesday Hebrews 4:14-5:10 
Hebrews 4:14-16 brings us back to the point of 2:10-18 and encourages us on our 
wilderness journey by pointing us to the one who can and does sympathize with us.  How 
does this encourage you in the midst of the challenges of living a life of faith? 
 
What are we called to do in the face of life’s trials and temptations, cf. Hebrews 4:16?  
What does this admonition remind us? 

Christ, although he has suffered with us, is now seated on the throne.  He has conquered and he 
rules on our behalf.  He is gracious and merciful to us. 

 
What further confidence do we have in Jesus our high priest?  How do we know that he is 
the legitimate high priest for us? 
 Jesus has been chosen by God and placed in this special position as the great high priest. 



Through the Scriptures: Weeks 53-65 

Week 53 Thursday Hebrews 5:11-7:28 
How does the instruction to move on to solid food relate to the concern about people 
falling away from the faith?  Why is falling away from the faith not a direction people 
should go?  Why cannot people be Christians only when it is convenient for them? 

The message of salvation is good news that sustains and empowers people.  Once people taste the 
heavenly gift, the goodness of the word of God, and the powers of the age to come, how can they 
intentionally deny the call of discipleship?  Faith trusts the promises of God and lives by them in 
all aspects of life. 

 
How does the certainty of God’s faithfulness to the promise encourage you, cf. Hebrews 
6:18-20? 
 
Of what does Hebrews 7 remind us?  Why is the fact that Jesus is priest in the order of 
Melchizedek significant for our understanding of Jesus, the great high priest? 

Jesus was appointed by oath rather than the Law and thus is connected to a different and better 
covenant.  Through this covenant hope we have reason to draw near to God; the commandment is 
set aside because of its insufficiency. 

 
Week 53 Friday  Hebrews 8:1-10:18 
The notion of shadow/copy is one that provides great insight into the Old Testament.  The 
things of the Old Testament were not some crude result of primitive thinking; they were 
the well thought out intentions of God to help point his people, and all people, to the real 
thing through Christ.  What does the text teach us about Christ’s act because it was the 
real thing?  How does that direct our thinking in the faith? 

Christ’s act as high priest was once for all; it was sufficient.  This fullness does not lead us to 
disregard the copies as unimportant; rather it directs us to understand them with an informed 
perspective.  Christ does not teach us to ignore the copies but recognize them as pointing to him 
and through them see God’s intent throughout history.  From this perspective we can look forward 
in the faith through the lens of Christ so that we can be discerning recognizing the importance and 
goal of all that we do. 

 
Does the abolishment of the Law eliminate the call of the believer to live life according to 
God’s will?  Why or why not? 

Christ fulfills the Law and his work points us to uphold the will of God in our lives.  Christ brings 
us forgiveness of sins; he brings us into relationship with God.  Jesus does not call us to continue 
to act as enemies of God.  Thus we still seek to do God’s will. 

 
Week 53 Saturday Hebrews 10:19-39 
Given all that Jesus has accomplished for us as the great high priest what should we be 
faithful in doing, cf. Hebrews 10:19-25?  What is it not acceptable for Christians to do? 

We should hold fast to this confession of hope and continue to encourage each other in the faith.  
We are called to continue to worship regularly and encouraging each other to love and good 
works.  We are called to live in the life of forgiveness we have been given.  It is not acceptable to 
think that it is okay to have the faith and stay away from organized religion.  The faith calls 
believers together as church and it encourages us to encourage each other to stay together in the 
life of faith. 

 
What gives us strength to hold to the practice of the faith?  What gives us the strength to 
continue on in discipleship? 
 The future hope keeps us going.  Knowing that we have the certain future gives us endurance. 



Through the Scriptures: Weeks 53-65 

Week 54 Monday Hebrews 11:1-12:3 
What is the nature of faith?  How do the examples provided in chapter 11 demonstrate 
this definition? 

“Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen.” Hebrews 11:1 
ESV  The great cloud of witnesses demonstrate that certainty of faith as they looked forward to the 
promise, to the city that has been prepared for them. 

 

How do we differ from the great cloud of witnesses presented in chapter 11?  How are we 
the same?  How does this encourage us to run with endurance? 

We differ from the great cloud of witnesses because we see the seal of that promise in Christ.  His 
death, resurrection, and ascension bring to completion that promise and assure us all the more of 
the certainty of the promise.  Nonetheless, we recognize that we are not yet in that holy city.  We 
still look forward in faith.  We still need the endurance that we get through the certainty of Christ 
to finish the race.  

 

Week 54 Tuesday Hebrews 12:4-13:25 
What is the encouragement for the Christian who suffers? 

The encouragement for the Christian who suffers seems to be twofold.  First, suffering can be seen 
as an opportunity of discipline, a byproduct of being legitimate children of God.  Second, we come 
to the holy mountain of our God; we are welcomed there by and because of the Son.  As we are 
brought to this city, we realize that this city and kingdom that we are receiving cannot be shaken.  
Regardless of how much shaking we face her on earth, at the consummation of all things the 
shaking will cease and we will rejoice. 

 

What enables the Christian to follow the instructions of chapter 13?  What is the power 
behind our actions? 

All of these proper acts are encouraged by the reminder of the God that we have who will not 
leave us nor forsake us, the God who brings us home to that heavenly city.  He will not change, no 
matter how much our world does.  He will not fail us; indeed he already has succeeded for us.  He 
has gone outside the camp and suffered for us and now we are freed to suffer for others. 

 

Week 54 Wednesday Psalms 48-53 
In Psalm 48, we hear that God has made himself known as a fortress.  His holy mountain 
is joy in all the earth.  Where do we ultimately see this joy on Mt. Zion? 
 In Christ’s death on Mt. Zion, we see joy and security brought to all the earth.  This joy and 
 security supersedes any other that may be experienced prior. 
 

What lesson is provided in Psalm 49?  Is this encouragement or warning for you? 
 The psalm teaches us that regardless of how ‘successful’ one gets on this earth, ultimately that one 
 will perish.  He may find glory in the present, but the ‘success’ does not stand him in good stead in 
 the long run.  This teaching is encouraging to the one who is oppressed by the ‘successful’.  It is a 
 clear reminder for those who are ‘successful’ not to trust ultimately in this ‘success’. 
 

What does God desire in sacrifice?  Why? Cf. Psalm 50 and 51. 
 God desires sacrifice of thanksgiving and repentance.  He wants sincere sacrifices that reflect 
 people’s trust in him and love for him.  Sacrifice without intent is not beneficial to the God who 
 has everything he needs at his disposal. 
 

Psalms 51 and 53 have a few passages that support the teaching of original sin and 
bondage of the will, cf. Psalm 51.5; and 53.2-3.  What does this teach us about ourselves? 
 These passages remind us of how much in need we as fallen humanity are.  It is a sobering reality 
 that we have nothing in ourselves about which we can boast.  We are entirely in need of God’s 
 grace and mercy. 
 



Through the Scriptures: Weeks 53-65 

Week 54 Thursday Psalms 54-60 
These psalms carry many cries for help and much trust that help will come.  What 
statements of faith stand out to you among the verses? 
 A few of these verses of trust are: Psalm 54:4; 55:16ff., 22; 56:4, 11; 57:1; 59:17; 60:11; etc. 
 

How has God delivered you from the oppressor?  Can you relate to the psalmist?  What 
type of oppressors do you have in life?  Where do you turn for help?  Where is your help? 
 

Week 54 Friday  Psalms 61-66 
In Psalms 61 and 62 the psalmist makes a very clear statement about refuge, security, and 
strength.  What is the refuge presented?  What is not the refuge?  How do these 
distinctions refocus our thinking in life?  Do you at times look to other things or people 
as your refuge?  Where is true security for you? 

God is clearly the place of refuge, cf. 61:3; 62:5-7.  He is the one who provides protection and 
security.  In contrast the things of this world, e.g., riches, social status, etc., are not things upon 
which we can rely.  They disappear and are like a breath.  This recognition is a helpful reminder 
for us as we face a world that speaks so differently.  Regardless of those things and the people of 
this world, our trust should always remain in the one who will be our faithful refuge. 

 

Psalm 63 is a beautiful reminder of the sustenance God is for the believer.  The psalmist 
says that his ‘soul thirsts for’ God and his ‘soul will be satisfied as with fat and rich food’ 
‘when I remember you upon my bed, and meditate on you in the watches of the night.’ 
ESV [63:1, 5, 6 respectively] Why does he find such sustenance in God?  Can you speak 
with the psalmist?  How can you find sustenance in God more and more in your life? 

The psalmist finds the sustenance because God continues to be his help.  God shows him true life.  
His desire for him is true life and his teachings point to that.  For this reason the psalmist and all 
believers find God as the source of life and sustenance.  When we lose perspective on this, it is 
important to be shown again and again all that God does for us and the life he gives us.  Study of 
the Word, receiving his gifts in worship regularly, and staying in the Christian fellowship and 
prayer are all good ways to be shown this sustaining and life giving power again and again. 

 

Psalm 66 presents the after effects of God’s help for those who have been tested through 
a ‘crushing burden’.  How does the psalmist respond to the help of the Lord?  How does 
this instruct us for our response to God’s help? 

The psalmist responds by praising God through the recollection of all that he has done.  He also 
responds with faithful offerings and by witnessing to others the work of God’s hand.  These are 
good things for us as well; God has done so much for us that we too respond in such joy and 
thanks. 

 

Week 54 Saturday Psalms 67-72 
Psalm 67, 68, and 72 present great praises to God.  Why do the people praise God? Cf. 
Numbers 6:22-27; Psalm 28:5-6, 7f., 19-20f.  Why do you praise God?  What has he done 
for you?  With whom do you share this? 

The people praise God because of who he is and what he has done for us; they praise him for his 
name.  God helps the people in need; he provides for his people.  God is the God of salvation, the 
deliverer.  We find the same cause for joy in our lives.  He continually helps us and saves us. 

 

Psalms 69-71 present the psalmist’s request to God for help.  Note why he asks God for 
help; he asks because of God’s steadfast love and his history of help.  Do you cling to this 
in your need? 



Through the Scriptures: Weeks 53-65 

Week 55 Monday Revelation 1 
The first chapter highlights the reality that Revelation is both a vision and a letter.  In 
addition the subsequent chapters make clear that the vision carries with it the flavor of the 
genre of apocalyptic literature.  These realities instruct us as we read Revelation.  They 
inform us that this book is written for people and their present circumstances and that the 
numbers and images in the book should be understood as often/generally symbolic in use. 
 
Seven is a number of completion.  As a result, the seven churches mentioned in verse 4 
represent the entire church, cf. also the list of the seven churches in chapters 2-3.  
Likewise the seven spirits would be the fullness of the spirit, the Holy Spirit (here we see 
the Trinity: who is, was, and is to come=Father; seven spirits=Holy Spirit; Jesus=Son). 
 
What is the promise of this chapter, cf. especially 1:5b-8?  To whom is it for, cf. 1:9? 
 The promise of this chapter, and the book of Revelation, is that Jesus the Christ will come again in 
 glory and deliver all of us from the present tribulation.  This promise is given to the entire church, 
 the church that suffers as it waits for the return of Christ.  This promise is given to the persecuted 
 church as a reminder of the encouragement we have in Christ. 
 
What does the vision of the Son of Man, i.e., Jesus, tell us about the content of 
Revelation, cf. 1:12-20? 
 The content of the book will include things that have happened and things that are to take place, 
 cf. 1:19. 
 
Week 55 Tuesday Revelation 2-3 
The seven churches provide a picture of the issues that face specific churches and/or 
groups of Christians throughout the Church extending from the time of John all of the 
way up to the return of Christ.  What are the positive characteristics of the seven 
churches?  What are the seven issues of concern raised with respect to the seven 
churches?  What are the promises involved?  Do you see this in today’s church?  
Consider both your local congregation and other congregations you have witnessed or 
been a part of.  Who is the one who has conquered?  How does this reality inform the 
solution to the problems the church faces today? 

1. Positives: Ephesus—works/toil/patient endurance, not tolerated those who are evil, tested the 
teaching of the false teachers, and bearing up for my name’s sake not growing weary; Smyrna—
rich in spite of the tribulation they face; Pergamum—holds to the faith in spite of persecution; 
Thyatira—love, patience, faith, service, endurance, and the latter works are greater than the first; 
Sardis—they have received life; Philadelphia—they have kept the word in patient endurance; 
Laodicea—not much; 2. Concerns: Ephesus—they have abandoned the love they had at the first 
(fervor of the faith not as strong; life of faith not coming up as much); Smyrna—not much 
(persecution is an increasing challenge); Pergamum—they have succumbed to local false 
teachings; Thyatira—they have succumbed to the false teachings encountered through outsiders; 
Sardis—they live off their reputation but are really dead; Philadelphia—not much (challenge—
people persecuted to the point of having little power/energy); Laodicea—they are ambivalent; 3. 
Promises—Ephesus—eternal life; Smyrna—deliverance from eternal death; Pergamum—
participation in the feast to come, identity in being God’s people, and the declaration of innocence 
(white stone); Thyatira—participation in the reign of Christ, cf. Revelation 22:16 and Numbers 
24:14-20; Sardis—clothed in righteousness and given certainty of salvation; Philadelphia—
eternity in the presence of God; Laodicea—participation in the reign of Christ.  In the end, Jesus, 
the one whose words are spoken, has conquered and gives us the victory.  This confidence 
grounds us in the hope we have and strengthens us to the life to which the angel calls the church. 



Through the Scriptures: Weeks 53-65 

Week 55 Wednesday Revelation 4-5 
In this text all of creation (four living creatures) worships God on the throne and the 
Lamb.  The whole people of God worship (24 elders=12 tribes of Old Testament Church 
+ 12 disciples, i.e., the whole New Testament Church) as well.  What does their worship 
look like?  How does our worship reflect the songs of worship presented here?  Why does 
our worship reflect the heavenly worship? 
 
How does the enthronement of the slain Lamb encourage the suffering Church to which 
Revelation is written?  Why do we celebrate this Lamb in our Hymn of Praise so often? 

The victory of the Lamb in the midst of the reality of his suffering and death encourages the 
Church in the midst of her suffering.  Following the Kyrie in which the Church recognizes that we 
still suffer in this world, the Hymn of Praise “This is the Feast” reminds of the victory and the 
certain promises of God. 

  

Week 55 Thursday Revelation 6 
The first four seals present conquest, bloodshed, famine, and death.  The fifth seal reveals 
the reality of the continuing suffering of the saints and the waiting of those saints for the 
judgment.  The sixth seal reveals the reality that the requested judgment is coming.  
When are the times in which these things happen?  When are the things that are about to 
be?  What does this teach the Church? 

The first five seals are a present reality for all of creation.  These things have and will continue to 
happen until the Last Day.  The sixth seal is the coming judgment.  The reality is that these things 
are already happening and have been happening; we are and have been in the last days.  This 
reminds the Church that we face many challenges in the present, yet the Last Day will come. 

 
Week 55 Friday  Revelation 7:1-8:1 
The number 144,000 is 12 x 12 x 1000.  Twelve is the number of the Church (Old 
Testament=tribes of Israel; New Testament=disciples).  One thousand is the complete 
number of ten cubed, i.e., the most complete.  144,000 is the number of the entire 
Church, i.e., all of God’s people whether Old Testament or New Testament.  The set up 
of the numbering is that of numbering for war.  What significance does this numbering 
have?  What does this teach us? 
 This teaches us that the Church that is still going about daily life is the Church militant.  We are 
 the Church that sufferings in life and faces the challenges of the evil one. 
 
What does the subsequent picture teach us? 

While the Church goes forth in suffering lifting high the cross, i.e., our standard, the promised 
reality that follows is the complete and total restoration where every tear is wiped away as well as 
hungering and thirsting. 

 
Week 55 Saturday Revelation 8:2-9:21 
The plagues in Revelation 8-9 reflect the plagues God put upon the people of Egypt 
during the time of the Exodus: 1st trumpet—Exodus 9.22-25; 2nd and 3rd trumpets—Ex. 
7.20-25; 4th trumpet—Ex. 10.21-23; 5th trumpet—Ex. 10.12-15.  What would these 
plagues communicate to the people of God? 

The use of the plagues directs people to see both the judgment of God and the deliverance of God.  
Certainly the judgment is still at this point partial, nonetheless it is real.  The neglect of God and 
the ways for which he made us will result in judgment and results in the reality of death and 
destruction. 



Through the Scriptures: Weeks 53-65 

Week 56 Monday Revelation 10 
Who is the angel?  Cf. Ezekiel 1-3 (esp. 1:26-28); Daniel 10-12 (esp. 10).  Who 
commissions John to share the message? 

The angel is Jesus or someone who bears the authority of Jesus.  The imagery present here makes 
clear connections to the person of Jesus, e.g., the lion in v.3 (as Jesus is the lion of Judah), 
authority of all things (sea and land v.2), rainbow over his head (Ezekiel 1:28), legs like pillars of 
fire (Ezekiel 1:27), face like the sun (like lightning Daniel 10:6), etc.  Given these connections, 
whether it is Jesus or his messenger who bears his authority, ultimately Jesus commissions John. 

 
John is told to eat the scroll.  He is told to digest the message and then share it.  The 
message tastes sweet and bitter.  This message John is to share.  Note the distinct 
connections to Ezekiel 2:8-3:3, 14-15.   
 
Consider times when you have shared God’s message to friends and loved ones.  How 
did you feel when you had words of correction or warning for them?  How did you feel 
when you brought words of grace and forgiveness? 
 
Week 56 Tuesday Revelation 11 
In Revelation forty-two months, three and a half times, and twelve hundred sixty days are 
all the same period of time.  This time frame comes up in Daniel as well, cf. Daniel 7:25; 
12:7.  This period is the time of the Church’s witness.  The Church will be preserved 
throughout this time, cf. 11:1-2.  The two witnesses represent the Church’s witness.  The 
witness is persecuted but it will not be destroyed until the witness is complete.  At this 
time the dead will be left out and the world will rejoice.  Yet after three and a half days 
the bodies will be raise and ascend into heaven in the cloud.  What message does this 
event line send to the Church?  What does it have for you as you are part of the Church’s 
witness? 

The world will persecute the Church’s witness, but God will see to his purpose of completing the 
witness.  Ultimately, no matter how ‘successful’ the persecution is, the Church will be raised just 
as Christ was raised.  This gives us confidence in the face of persecution. 

 
Revelation 11:15-19 tells us that at the last trumpet God will reign visibly over all the 
earth and the Church of both the Old Testament and the New Testament (twenty-four 
elders) will celebrate.  How does this further encourage the suffering Church? 
 
Week 56 Wednesday Revelation 12 
The woman is the Church.  The dragon, Satan, tried to take the child of the woman, Jesus, 
but Jesus was victorious and now sits on his throne.  The Church now is in the wilderness 
for twelve hundred sixty days.  During this time, she will be persecuted by the dragon but 
the dragon will not overcome the Church.  Since Satan cannot defeat the Church 
collectively, he goes after her offspring individually.  How does this chapter give 
encouragement to you as a believer?  How does it serve as a warning?  To what do you 
cling? 

This chapter again reminds us of the victory won in Christ.  This victory gives us confidence in the 
face of Satan’s attacks.  In the midst of this confidence, we also recognize that we will face great 
persecution and temptation as Satan attempts to lead us astray that he might devour us.  It reminds 
us to stand vigilant throughout our lives. 



Through the Scriptures: Weeks 53-65 

Week 56 Thursday Revelation 13 
There are two beasts.  The first beast reflects the beasts from Daniel 7:2-7.  Like those beasts, 
this beast represents the rulers/ruling nations of the world.  The second beast represents the 
false christs that are present in and will come into the world, cf. Matthew 24:24.  The number 
666 seems to be the number of the unholy trinity, a number of total incompletion; this is in 
contrast to the total completion of the number 777, the Holy Trinity. 
 

What influence do the two beasts have in the world?  What do they do to believers?  How do 
the believers respond? 

The political beast has the power of the sword.  He has the power to take to captivity or execute.  
The believer responds by going into captivity or being executed.  The rule of this beast distracts 
the world and they will worship it.  The religious beast facilitates the reign of the first beast.  It is 
its tool and it claims people for the beast by marking them with the name of the beast.  Believers 
in contrast are marked with the name of God and are preserved via his promises. 

 

How do you see these things happening in your life as you live in the time of the Church, the 
forty-two months?  What examples of economic influence do we see the beast carry today 
(cf. Revelation 13:17)?  What examples do we see of political powers blaspheming the name 
of God (cf. 13:6)?  How do these things cause challenges for your life?   
 

Week 56 Friday  Revelation 14 
In contrast to the people claimed by the beast posing as a lamb, here stands the true Lamb 
and the people he has claimed.  These 144,000 have God’s name put upon their foreheads 
and worship in triumph.  As in Revelation 7, the 144,000 are the whole people of God, the 
complete (10 x 10 x 10 x…) people of God (12 x 12).  These 144,000 are those who march 
under Christ’s banner of victory, the Lamb who had been slain.  They suffer faithfully in the 
name of Christ. 
 

What encouragement does this presentation of the Church bring to you?  What realities does 
it convey to you? 
 

What is the reality of the judgment presented here?  Cf. 14:6-11, 14-20.  How is this 
encouraging to the saints?  How is this a warning of the dangers present for the saints? 

This reality of judgment gives encouragement to the saints as they suffer in the present.  They are 
reminded that while they are humiliated and suffer in the present, the reality is that God is the one 
who is victorious.  He will bring judgment as he has promised.  The judgment will be complete 
and be over the entire earth (4 is the number of the world; thus 4 x 4 x 1,000 is that which covers 
the whole world).  As it is encouraging to the suffering, it is also a warning to those who are 
considering giving in to the beast.  While the dragon cannot take the Church, he does prey on 
individual believers.  Believers need to remain vigilant throughout the time of the Church. 

 

Week 56 Saturday Revelation 15 
Those who have conquered even in the midst of the deadly attacks of the beast stand at the 
sea of glass (no longer turbulent, the sea was the place of chaos, cf. Revelation 4:6) which 
was mixed with fire (the deadly attacks).  The sea makes connection to the people of Israel 
who had suffered in Egypt yet stood victoriously at the Red Sea/Sea of Reeds after they had 
gone through it on dry ground.  There they sing the song of Moses, cf. Exodus 15.  This song 
is also linked to the Lamb, the one who was slain and has begun his reign, cf. Revelation 5.  
This connection reminds the believer that they are victorious even in death; they will enter 
the heavenly sanctuary.  Thus the believer sings the song of triumph even in the face of the 
plagues that are coming upon the earth.  How does this song help you face the challenges and 
attacks against your faith in your day to day life? 



Through the Scriptures: Weeks 53-65 

Week 57 Monday Revelation 16 
As seen in the second set of signs, here in chapter 16 the signs reflect the plagues of 
Egypt.  What is the difference in the judgments of this chapter and those of Revelation 8 
and 9?  What does this difference teach? 
 The difference in the plagues is the extent of their devastation.  In chapters 8 and 9, the plagues 
 devastated only a third of its target.  Here it affects the whole target.  This set of signs is a warning 
 that the signs, while they have been going on for some time, ultimately will come to completion; 
 the judgment will be final and complete.  This set reminds the hearer that none of the earth will 
 escape the final judgment. 
 
Consider the account of creation and its relation to this set of signs.  What connections do 
you find?  How does this inform you as to the message of the signs? 
 The judgment goes forth as systematically as the creation of all things.  The earth, sea, rivers and 
 springs, the sun are all affected with each subsequent plague.  The use of the term beast and 
 Euphrates also brings allusions to the Creation.  Finally, on the seventh and last day, the 
 systematic work of God was done.  Likewise, in judgment, the entire creation will be included and 
 God will bring to conclusion the judgment and say “It is finished.” 
 
If all of creation is going to face the judgment, should you be afraid? 
 While this whole process is not an enjoyable one, we need not fear.  For as God speaks works of 
 conclusion to judgment, we are reminded of other words of conclusion, the words from the cross: 
 “It is finished.”  Here we are reminded that Jesus, the Christ, drank the cup of God’s wrath on the 
 cross for us.  Because of this sacrifice, we need not fear the judgment that is coming. 
 

Week 57 Tuesday Revelation 17 
In this chapter we see the great prostitute (cf. Hosea 1-3 for a clear connection between 
unfaithfulness to God and prostitution) and the beast.  These reflect back on the first and 
second beasts of Revelation 13.  These are the religious and political (as seen in the seven 
mountains of Rome) powers of the world.  They make war on the Lamb.  How do we see 
the powers of the world making war on the Lamb?  How have they sought to lure the 
faithful away? 
 
Seeing the great attack the powers of this world make upon the Lamb, how do we as 
Christians remain confident?  To what does the text point us? 
 The Lamb will conquer them.  As we see in Revelation 5 he already has conquered and as we see 
 recognize in presentations of the end, he will conquer.  In addition, the powers of this world are 
 not consistent.  They want to parade as God, the one who was, is, and will be, but cannot.  The 
 imposter even in her luxury and power cannot sustain herself.  In one hour she can/does fall.  God, 
 in spite of all the lures of the world, is the one in whom we put our trust. 
 

Week 57 Wednesday Revelation 18 
What valuable warning is giving to today’s society and world with relation to political 
and economic power?  When do you see this warning needed in your life?  In the lives of 
others? 
 The fall of Babylon, the image of the political and economic power, reminds us that the standards 
 of success and security that our world holds are fleeting.  They will not be sustained and cannot be 
 trusted.  In a single day/hour they will come to naught. 
 
Who celebrates the fall of Babylon?  Cf. 18:20. 
 The saints who have suffered faithfully and not seen the ‘success’ of Babylon are confirmed in 
 their faith and been delivered from the oppression of the powers that be. 



Through the Scriptures: Weeks 53-65 

Week 57 Thursday Revelation 19 
What does the end bring for believers?  What does this do for the Church as it waits for 
the last day? 
 The end brings final deliverance from all of the oppressions of sin, death, and the power of the 
 devil.  It brings the consummation of all things when the Lamb will take his bride the Church and 
 they will celebrate the proper relationship that God had in mind for his creation from the 
 beginning.  This future encourages the Church as she awaits this day faithfully and confidently. 
 
Who comes to judge?  How does this reality encourage the believer? 
 Jesus comes to judge.  He is the one with a robe dipped in blood; he is the one who conquered in 
 his suffering.  This is encouraging to the Church as she faces the presentations of security and 
 power that Babylon brings forth.  Economic and political power are not the measure of success 
 and confidence.  The false prophet (same as the prostitute; part of the deception is the reality that 
 this adversary takes different forms to deceive) and the beast were captured.  The Lamb who was 
 slain is victorious; he comes to judge the living and the dead. 
 

Week 57 Friday  Revelation 20 
When is Satan bound?  Cf. Mark 3:22-30. 
 Satan is bound in the work of Christ.  Christ begins the binding of Satan as he works the miracles 
 that reverse the effects of a fallen creation.  This binding was accomplished and complete on the 
 cross.  Satan remains bound for the complete period of time that is the time of the Church.  During 
 this time, Satan is relegated to attacking only individuals since attacks on the entire Church are 
 futile.  God reigns over the true Church. 
 
What is the first resurrection?  What does the reign after this resurrection look like? 
 The first resurrection is the life given to believers in their baptisms.  As people die and rise with 
 Christ in their baptisms, they are given life that the second death, i.e., eternal death, cannot 
 overcome.  These people, the true Church, reign with Christ as Christ reigns in their lives for the 
 complete time of the church.  This is not a glorious reign, rather one in the way Christ reigned; it 
 is a reign resembling that of the reign of Christ on the cross. 
 
How will Satan’s little season turn out?  Cf. 20:9-10. 
 Satan’s last ditch effort ended in utter and eternal failure.  Jesus is victorious and he will come to 
 judge. 
 

Week 57 Saturday Revelation 21-22 
How does the announcement of the new heavens and the new earth present the 
appropriate conclusion to the events of judgment presented?  How does the proclamation 
“It is done!” present a different flavor in the context of 21:6 than it did in 16:7? 
 The proclamation of the consummation of a new creation in which the troubles of a fallen creation 
 are gone provides a fitting contrast to the judgment that brought an end to the old creation in all of 
 its fallenness.  Here rather than “It is done!” announcing to the world the completion of judgment, 
 “It is done!” announces the triumph of God for his people. 
 
Who is the Bride?  What marks does she bear that highlight who she is? 
 The Bride is the Church.  She is the people of God.  She is the new Jerusalem, the temple of God 
 that has been erected on the foundation of the apostles and the prophets and whose cornerstone is 
 Christ.  She is represented by the jewels in the walls, cf. Exodus 39:8-14. 
 

What is the joy of the consummation?  What does this mean for your present? 
 The relationship between God and man will be perfect.  He will be our God and we his people.  He 
 will nourish us with his life and be our life.  We will live worshipping God.  This reminds us of 
 the joy of staying connected to God and encourages us to study the Word and worship regularly. 



Through the Scriptures: Weeks 53-65 

Week 58 Monday Job 1-2 
The book of Job does not claim an author; it does not claim a date.  There does not seem 
to be enough data to offer a conclusive assessment of author and date. 
 
Satan makes a deal with God to test Job’s faithfulness.  Satan suggested that Job’s faith 
was the product of his abundance.  Have you ever considered this possibility about other 
people?  Yourself? 
 
How did Job respond to the removal of his great wealth, family, and health?  How would 
you respond to God in such a situation? 
 Job worshipped God and blessed his name.  He recognized God as the one who gives and who 
 takes away.  He knew that he was not the one to determine whether he had plenty or was in want. 
 
Week 58 Tuesday Job 3 
How does Job respond in chapter 3?  What is Job’s desire? 
 Job wishes that he was not even born or at the very least that he would have died in childbirth.  He 
 does not understand why the light, i.e., life, falls upon people who are in such misery. 
 
Have you ever related to Job’s frustration?  Why did you feel the way you did? 
 
What question is Job asking?  What is Job not saying?  Why is this distinction important? 

Job is asking the question of ‘why?’.  Job is not telling God that he is doing things wrong.  He is 
not cursing God and seeking to usurp his position.  This distinction is important because it 
recognizes the legitimacy of our frustration in times of difficulties, but it clarifies the need to 
understand that frustration as a frustration out of our ignorance rather than God’s poor judgment. 

 
Week 58 Wednesday Job 4-7 
The subsequent chapters of Job present Job’s friends response to the situation and Job’s 
response to their comment. 
 
What is Eliphaz’s advice to Job?  What rationale does he provide for that advice? 

Eliphaz encourages Job not to complain but to recognize that God is disciplining him for 
something.  The upright and the innocent do not perish, cf. 4:7.  Job must have done something to 
produce this response of God’s.  After recognizing God’s discipline, Job should plead to God for 
help since he is the one who lifts up the lowly. 

 
How does Job reply? 

‘If you think I am being disciplined, please tell me for what I am being disciplined.’  Job does not 
see error in his ways.  Job is more than happy to be rebuked and taught, but he doesn’t see where 
that is being done.  He therefore cries out to God, ‘why?’, cf. 7:20-21. 

 
Do you ever find yourself in Job’s position?  Do you ever find yourself facing one 
challenging thing after another and wondering why?  What answer do you come up with?  
What answers may be legitimate? 

The answer to the question ‘why?’ could be one of a few options.  First, you might suffer directly 
because of your sin.  Second, you might suffer as the result of a fallen world.  Third, you might 
suffer because of someone else’s sin.  The question of which answer applies to you is a question 
that is situation specific. 

 



Through the Scriptures: Weeks 53-65 

Week 58 Thursday Job 8-10 
What does Bildad tell Job in 8:3-6?  Do we hear this sentiment today?  How does this 
relate to a passage like Luke 13:1-5? 

Bildad tells Job that his children’s actions were the cause of their destruction.  In converse, if Job 
pleads to God and acts rightly, God will bless him.  Luke 13 reminds us that the reality of God’s 
judgment falls upon Gentile and Jew alike.  The fallenness of the world affects all people not 
exclusively ‘worse’ sinners.  [This does not negate the potential for specific acts of judgment as 
found with Sodom and Gomorrah.] 

 
How does Job reply?  How does Job’s reply contrast Bildad’s oration? 

Job asks how any person can be right before God, cf. 9:2.  In addition, he highlights God’s 
wisdom, cf. 9:4, in contrast to Bildad’s use of the wisdom of the patriarchs, cf. 8:8-10.  God 
destroys both the blameless and the wicked, cf. 9:22; it is not just a matter of God rewarding the 
good and punishing the bad, cf. 8:3-6. 

 
How does Job appeal to God?  What lesson is present here for us as we plead to God for 
help and mercy in the face of difficulties? 

Job recognizes that God is the one who defines justice and who stands mighty, cf. 9:19.  Job 
recognizes his place and pleads to God in light of this place.  God is the one who made him and as 
his creator he has interest in his creation.  Job holds God to this relationship.  We too plead to God 
on the basis of who he is even in the face of what seems to be his lack of care. 

 

Week 58 Friday  Job 11-14 
What attribute of God does Zophar hold before Job?  How does this relate to Job’s 
plight?  What is Zophar telling Job? 

Zophar reminds Job that God’s understanding is far beyond our own and if anything his exacting 
of punishment is less than Job probably deserves.  Since God’s wisdom transcends Job’s he should 
not press the issue of ‘why?’ rather he should prepare his heart and get rid of his iniquities.  Job 
should not try to out-reason/smart God. 

 
How does Job respond to Zophar’s argument? 

He recognizes that the tents of robbers are at peace, cf. 12:6.  God indeed is wise and powerful, the 
question is why does God allow this to work out like this.  The reality is that God is able to stop 
such things, but he does not always work the way we think he might. 

 
What resolve does Job show before God?  What lesson is found here for you? 

Job clings to God in the face of his present situation, even death.  He knows that God is the one in 
whom there lies hope.  God is the one who can help.  We too are called to cling to God even when 
it seems like God is against us.  We cling to him in the reality that in Christ and because of Christ 
we see and know that God is for us.  He is and will help us, even unto death. 

 
Week 58 Saturday Job 15-17 
Job recognizes the failure of his friends to support him, cf. 16:2, 20.  Why do they not 
support him?  Where does Job direct his search for help, cf. 16:20-21?  Can you relate to 
Job?  When have you felt like Job with respect to support from friends and family?  Was 
there lack of support justified or not?  Where did you turn? 

Job’s friends don’t support him because they assume that his troubles are the product of his 
actions.  They believe that he needs to repent for his actions rather than argue with God.  Job thus 
turns to God for his help and prays to God against God. 



Through the Scriptures: Weeks 53-65 

Week 59 Monday Job 18-19 
What is Bildad’s message to Job? 
 Bildad is telling Job that God pursues the wicked; he metes out judgment on the unrighteous.  The 
 message thus, implicitly, is “Job, you are clearly an unrighteous man”, repent! 
 
What is Job’s response?  Does Job deny God’s pursuit of him?  What does he deny? 

Job agrees that God has pursued him and knocked him down.  He has taken away Job’s benefits 
and left him leveled.  Nonetheless, Job demonstrates his faith in the words of 19:23-27.  In these 
bold words he implicitly responds to Bildad’s accusation of unrighteousness and boldly proclaims 
his faith; he denies unrighteousness by rejoicing in God and his confidence in God. 

 
Can you relate to Job in this instance?  Have you had people claim that you must be 
doing something wrong because of how things have turned out?  Have you made that 
claim against yourself?  What does Job’s faith teach you to do in the face of what seems 
to be God’s pursuit? 

Job’s faith encourages us to cling to God’s promised salvation, to cling to the resurrection, in the 
face of our troubles and difficulties in life. 

 
Week 59 Tuesday Job 20-21 
What does Zophar add to Bildad’s (chapter 18) assessment of the wicked’s life? 

Zophar basically reiterates that God is going to bring the wicked down.  The addition Zophar 
seems to bring to the table is the recognition that the wicked might have some time of ‘abundance’ 
but the time would be short.  Even if it looks like the wicked are doing well, God will bring them 
down. 

 
What question does Job ask in response, cf. 21:7ff.?  Do we bear this sentiment still 
today? 

Job asks why the wicked live prosperous lives if this assessment of Zophar is accurate.  Job wants 
to know why the one’s who say they do not need God are filled with prosperity.  Why do the 
wicked thrive and the faithful suffer? 

 
Week 59 Wednesday Job 22-24 
What is Eliphaz’s plea, cf. 22:22?  What reasoning lies behind the plea? 

Eliphaz pleads that Job would receive instruction from God.  He suggests that he should turn from 
his evil ways and hold to God’s words for strength and help.  The rationale for this suggestion is 
that if he repents and turns, the Almighty will build him up, cf. 22:23.  This change will bring a 
joyous life; God listens to and provides help for the faithful. 

 
How does Job respond?  Have you ever felt this way? 
 Job responds: ‘You want me to go to God and repent.  I cannot even find him.  I would love to 
 know where he is.  Then I could present my case and he would clear my record.  The problem is 
 that I cannot find him.’ 
 
Job makes a bold statement in 23:13b, “What he [God] desires, that he does.”  What does 
this truth say to you?  Is this good news or bad news?  What does God desire, cf. 1 
Timothy 2:3-4? 

God desires all people to be saved.  That is his desire and that is what he has done.  He has saved 
all people by his death on the cross.  Unfortunately, this salvation is not of benefit for all people.  
Some remain in their sin and impenitent state.  For them, this message is still bad news. 

 



Through the Scriptures: Weeks 53-65 

Week 59 Thursday Job 25-28 
What is Bildad’s last argument? 
 People cannot be righteous in the eyes of God.  God’s standard for righteousness is perfection. 
 
What does Job say to all of the exhortations of his ‘friends’ Zophar, Eliphaz, and Bildad? 
 Job will not give into their exhortations to admit that his actions have resulted in his suffering. 
 
Why is Job willing to admit ignorance with regards to his suffering?  Are you willing to 
admit ignorance of the reasons for difficulties in your life?  What does this willingness 
look like in your life?  How is Job’s commentary on where wisdom can be found 
encouraging for you in your lives?  What does Job’s commentary teach you about how 
you are wise? 

Job recognizes that God only has all wisdom.  He knows what is going on even though you do not, 
cf. 28:23-24.  God is the God of all creation; he made it and understands it, cf. 28:25-27.  Thus 
wisdom is not in what one knows, but in trusting the God who does know.  The wise one trusts in 
God’s wisdom even when things are not going well. 

 
Week 59 Friday  Job 29-30 
What does Job present in these two chapters?  What is the argument he makes? 

Job presents his situation.  He points out the care and concern he had for people when he was 
doing ‘well’ in life.  In his abundance he helped the needy and looked out for the poor.  Job cared 
for the widow and childless.  He was an all around considerate guy.  Yet then his abundance 
disappeared.  His many material/social blessings vanished and the society no longer appreciated 
his care.  They disdained him and did not help him.  He thus does not benefit from his faithful 
behavior.  The argument of the three ‘friends’ is not valid. 

 
What theological point does this presentation make? 

The claim that if you believe enough or do enough in life you will be repaid with blessings is a 
false notion.  It is a ‘theology of glory’, a theology that does not recognize the truth.  The believer 
is going to struggle and suffer in this life.  The life of the believer is not trouble free just because 
he believes. 

 
Is this point one you understand in your life?  How do you respond when you face this 
type of situation? 
 
 
 
Week 59 Saturday Job 31 
What do you think Job expects from God?  How does he feel about how God has treated 
him? 

Job’s plea comes across as an expectation of God to respond according to his actions.  Job 
recognizes that he has been faithful and acted righteously; Job knows that he has cared for those 
who need help.  Yet even though Job acted rightly, God took away his abundance.  Seeing that 
God has not continued to provide abundance for Job, Job gets frustrated with the lack of fairness 
in the way Job’s situation is playing out. 

 
Do you find that society carries a similar expectation?  How does society respond when 
the response they receive does not follow what their actions warrant?  How does society 
respond when the response they receive does follow what their actions warrant? 



Through the Scriptures: Weeks 53-65 

Week 60 Monday Job 32-33 
Elihu finds no answer with Job’s friends.  He is appalled that they do not refute his claim 
to righteousness.  What does Elihu tell Job in his rebuke of his claim to righteousness? 

In effect he seems to be telling Job that God is afflicting him to bring him to repentance.  His 
argument is that God humbles people towards repentance in one of two ways: 1. He uses visions 
that terrify you; 2. He afflicts you so that your body wastes away.  In turning to God, he forgives 
the sin and brings joy for the life that God provides. 

 
From where does Elihu assert wisdom comes, cf. 32:8-9?  From where is it not? 
 Wisdom does not come from age, rather it comes from the Almighty; God himself gives wisdom. 
 
Week 60 Tuesday Job 34-35 
What is Elihu’s conclusion about Job’s claim to righteousness?  What is the basis for this 
decision, cf. 34:10-11?  Is this argument against Job’s righteousness valid?  Why or why 
not? 

Job is sinful; God deals justly and repays accordingly.  This assessment is valid, but it does not 
provide argument for every situation.  Just because God deals justly, we cannot conclude that 
every action is the result of God meting out justice.  In fact, even when God metes out justice, 
there are times when the sinner is not the one punished; consider Jesus’ crucifixion. 

 
Why does Elihu find Job’s complaint to God lacking wisdom?  What does he find 
illogical about it? 

Elihu mocks Job’s assertion that he would be better off if he had just sinned.  He argues that Job’s 
sinful behavior would not ‘get back at’ God.  God is greater than that; he would not be so injured 
by one person’s sin that the notion of ‘getting back at’ would bear consideration. 

 
Is Elihu’s logic without fault?  Why? 

The reality is God does not like when we sin.  The separation it causes has concerned him so much 
that he gave up his Son to counter it.  It is a big deal and it does ‘hurt’ God.  In a similar way, God 
calls us to pray to him and beseech him.  God is not some unmoved mover that does not listen to 
our prayers and answer them.  He responds to our needs and our complaint.  Elihu seems to miss 
that reality about God.  To him, God is only the wholly other; God does not seem to be personal. 

 
What comfort does this reality give to you?  How do this perception and the contrary 
reality affect your prayer life?  Does the perception influence you more or the reality?  
Why do you think that is? 
 
Week 60 Wednesday Job 36-37 
Elihu again affirms that God acts according to people’s actions.  He exalts the righteous 
and brings down the haughty.  What Elihu claim that God does with the afflicted?  How?  
Cf. 36:15.  Is this a true statement?  Is affliction always God’s tool for deliverance? 

Elihu recognizes that God delivers the afflicted by their affliction.  In their need, God provides 
deliverance from their problems.  These problems may include pride, arrogance, etc.  Affliction 
does humble people and direct them to the one who is greater than they; God does use it for this 
purpose.  But God does not always use affliction in this way.  There are times that people are 
afflicted just because the world is plagued by its fallen reality. 

 
Do you ask whether your times of challenge are the result of your need for repentance?  
Should you? 



Through the Scriptures: Weeks 53-65 

Week 60 Thursday Job 38-40:2 
God has a simple message for Job.  What in effect is God telling Job? 

God reminds Job that he need not think that he understands better than God.  Job has no place to 
claim that God is acting in ignorance or injustice.  Job cannot begin to comprehend the inner 
workings of God.  Job cannot comprehend the big picture.  God is the one who made the heavens 
and the earth.  He is the one who sustains them.  He is the one who is the Almighty.  Who is Job to 
find fault with God? 
 

What do these chapters teach us about the formation of the world?  How does God’s 
response to Job instruct us as we understand the origin of the world? 

God made the world and everything in it.  God continues to sustain its existence.  All of the 
creation was the product of the wisdom of God.  He planned it out and understands it.  This notion 
of the creation counters a happenstance understanding of the origin of life on the earth and a Deist 
perception of God, i.e., that God wound up the creation, like a clockmaker winds the clock, and let 
it go. 

 

While the argument God is making is one that intends to put Job in his place, it is an 
argument that should also reassure Job.  God does know what he is doing; God has it 
under control.  How does this reality comfort you in the midst of challenging times? 
 

Week 60 Friday  Job 40:3-41:34 
What hope do people have in standing against God? 

God is God.  If people are afraid to stand against the giant beasts, they certainly cannot stand 
before Almighty God. 

 

What right have people earned to require anything of God? 
 God does not owe people anything by their merit. 
 

Given this, can you legitimately raise a complaint against God?  Why or why not? 
We can certainly raise a complaint against God.  But the key that these and preceding passages 
highlight is that we raise complaint not on our own wisdom or merit.  We raise a complaint on 
God’s wisdom and God’s merit.  We can raise a complaint where we hold God against God.  God 
this is who you are and what you are about; God you have revealed yourself to be this way.  What 
is happening now seems to be contrary to who you are and what you do; it is contrary to your 
desire.  Here the argument is not one based on human arrogance; instead it is based on God’s 
promises. 

 

Week 60 Saturday Job 42 
What is Job’s response to all of this? 
 Job repents.  He admits that God is almighty and all-knowing.  Job spoke without knowledge. 
 

What is the irony of God’s dealings with Job’s friends? 
God rebukes the friends for not speaking rightly of God.  Ironically, God deals with them in mercy 
because of Job’s prayer; they do not receive what is due their words and deeds.  It might be 
assumed that the friends claiming that God treats people as they deserve, i.e., the righteous he 
exalts and he brings down the wicked, was the error to which God speaks in 42:7. 

 

How does God treat Job after his prayer for his friends?  In times of affliction, do we 
expect this abundant favor? 

God treats Job with favor; he blesses him with more than he had before all of the travesties 
occurred.  Ironically, God treats Job with the favor the friends were expecting.  While we may not 
receive the temporal favor Job received, we do know that ultimately God will deliver us from this 
valley of sorrows and bring us to eternal life. 



Through the Scriptures: Weeks 53-65 

Week 61 Monday Ecclesiastes 1-2 
The book of Ecclesiastes is part of the Old Testament’s collection of wisdom literature.  
The author of the book seems to be Solomon and likely comes from around the 10th 

century B.C. 
 
Ecclesiastes states that there is nothing new under the sun.  How does this instruct your 
living?  How does this instruct your perspective on facing the challenges of life? 
 
 
The cry of vanity is common in Ecclesiastes.  Vanity conveys emptiness or 
meaninglessness.  What all is deemed vanity?  What is of value in life?  Is this rational or 
just pessimistic? 

All is vanity.  In particular, wisdom is vanity; the wiser you are the more sorrow you suffer.  
Fulfilling one’s own desires in life is vanity, for it gains nothing.  Living wisely also gains 
nothing; both the wise and the foolish die just the same.  Working to acquire wealth is vanity; the 
produce of your labors just goes to someone else in the end.  The only thing of worth is to enjoy 
serving God in our lives through our labors and toils, cf. Ecclesiastes 2:24-27. 

 
Week 61 Tuesday Ecclesiastes 3-6 
What is the joy of man? 
 “Everyone should eat and drink and take pleasure in all his toil—this is God’s gift to man.” (ESV 
 Ecclesiastes 3:13; cf. also 5:18-20)  People should be joyful in all they do. 
 
What endures?  What implications does this bring? 
 That which God does endures.  Any efforts that are contrary to God’s efforts will not last.  The 
 wicked, while it may seem like they prosper, will perish.  All will be judged by God. 
 
What other aspects of vanity are highlighted in today’s reading?  In what situation is life 
not vanity? 
 
 
What highlighted vanity do you find most enlightening for your life? the world? 
 
 
Week 61 Wednesday Ecclesiastes 7-8 
What makes assessment of the fullness of life difficult?  What is needed for a life that is 
not empty?  How does one accomplish that goal? 

Fullness of life is accomplished by joyfully doing the work of God.  The challenge is that it is hard 
to assess what the work of God is.  While certainly we see the work of God in Christ, but with 
respect to everyday decisions, the work is difficult to determine, cf. 8:16-17. 

 
Week 61 Thursday Ecclesiastes 9-12 
What vanities do you find instructive/corrective for your life?  the world’s? 
 
 
What is the end of the matter? Cf. Ecclesiastes 12:13-14. 

Fullness of life is related to God alone.  Life is worthwhile when the purposes of God are sought 
and done.  All matters will be measured to his standard, whether good or evil. 



Through the Scriptures: Weeks 53-65 

Week 61 Friday  Psalms 73-77 
In life the wicked often seem to be well off.  This reality discourages many.  In Psalm 73, 
where does the psalmist find encouragement?  Why is the believer much better off in the 
present and in the long run than the wicked counterpart? 

The psalmist recognizes that the believer has God with them throughout their lives.  God sees 
them through good times and difficult times.  What is more, God will see the believer to life 
eternal; he will bring the believer into glory.  As a result, while the wicked may seem to be ‘living’ 
it up, the reality is their life can end at anytime and they have to live without the hope or security 
God brings to his faithful.  God’s strength is much greater than the perceived success of the 
wicked. 

 
In Psalm 74, the psalmist addresses a situation where it seems that the wicked are 
winning.  The sanctuary has been attacked, and God does not seem to have done anything 
about it.  In the face of what is seen, to what does the psalmist cling?  Can you relate to 
the psalmist?  When have you felt that the wicked were winning and God was just 
standing idly by?  Where is your comfort?  Cf. Psalm 77. 

The psalmist clings to the comfort that God is God.  He has acted in the past as he delivered the 
people out of Egypt through the waters of the Red Sea.  He is Lord over all creation.  The psalmist 
trusts God to deliver them yet again; the psalmist prays to God for this reason.  Likewise we have 
seen God’s acts of salvation in the past and we cling to the certainty of his acts in the future.  In 
him we trust and to him we pray for deliverance. 

 
Psalm 75 reminds that God puts down and he lifts up.  He executes judgment causing the 
wicked to drink the cup of his wrath; he lifts up the righteous.  Are you wicked or 
righteous?  Why? 

The believer is righteous because God has put his judgment on his Son for the sake of all people.  
Jesus drank the cup of God’s wrath down to its dregs for you.  His righteousness is given to you 
through baptism; for as many of you who have been baptized into Christ have been clothed with 
Christ. 

 

Week 61 Saturday Psalms 78-82 
Why do the people need to pass along the acts of God to the next generation?  Do we 
hold the same emphasis on this reality?  Is it still important today? Cf. Psalm 78. 

The next generation needs to know the work of God so that they will find their trust in him.  They 
should not be like their fathers who went their own ways; these ways led to death.  The way of the 
Lord is the way of hope and life. 

 
How does the psalmist beseech God’s aid in Psalm 79?  What argument/plea does he 
use?  How does this instruct you in your praying? 

The psalmist pleads to God for God’s name sake.  He asks God to help them so that the nations 
would stop mocking God’s name.  The psalmist prays in humility recognizing that the people have 
sinned; he prays for forgiveness.  Finally, he prays to God for the sake of his people, the people 
who give him thanks forever and praise his name. 

 
How does the psalmist beseech God’s aid in Psalm 80?  What argument/plea does he 
use?  How does this instruct you in your praying? 

The psalmists utilizes God’s ownership and authorship of the people of Israel.  He planted this 
vine and he made it flourish.  This vine is his baby.  So the psalmist says: ‘God, you want to help 
your vine.’  To this parental/botanistic care the psalmist pleads. 

 



Through the Scriptures: Weeks 53-65 

Week 62 Monday Song of Songs 1:1-5:1 
The Song of Songs presents a portrait of the joy of marital union.  It presents dynamics 
related to the courtship, the wedding ceremony, the consummation, and life in marriage.  
It presents the dynamic of this process that includes the desire for the other both 
emotionally and proximally.  The author appears to be Solomon.  The work seems to be 
cyclical in nature. 
 
The lack of linear presentation to the events makes following the text a little challenging 
at times.  The two are courting each other, seeking to meet at the herd or looking for the 
other in the night; the two are prepared for the ceremony; the two are consummating the 
relationship.  What does the jumping from one scene to the next and then back to the 
previous convey about the relationship between husband and wife?  Do you think that 
this is a reality in the relationships of today’s world? 

The jumping from one scene to the next and back again could emphasize the cyclical nature of 
marriage.  In relationship between husband and wife there seems to be a continual courtship, i.e., 
getting to meet each other, learning about the other, and grow in fondness for each other, a 
continually renewing wedding, i.e., celebration of the union that is near/present, and a continual 
consummation, i.e., the celebration of the reality of that union. 

 

Week 62 Tuesday Song of Songs 5:2-8:14 
The second half of the Song of Songs seems to illustrate the marital state, i.e., life after 
they have courted, wed, and consummated.  The shift seems to take place in 5:1 where 
the consummation is stated as completed.  While this section highlights a different stage, 
it is important to note some of the same cycles of yearning and distance reappear.  These 
things do not end at marriage.  Nonetheless, even though this dynamic remains, another 
dynamic appears.  What reality is highlighted that makes marriage different than life 
before marriage?  Cf. Song of Songs 6:3; 7:10; 8:6. 

In the marital relationship, neither spouse is his/her own; they are their spouse’s.  This marital 
union, this marital love is strong as death and is impassioned by the LORD. 

 

Week 62 Wednesday Psalms 83-89 
What is the stated motivation of the psalmist in Psalm 83, cf. 83:16-18?  How does this 
encourage you in your praying? 

The motivation is God’s name.  The psalmist prays for help that in his deliverance of them the 
enemies might seek the name of the LORD and that they may know that the LORD alone is God.  
This encourages us to pray with the promotion of God’s will in mind and to pray highlighting for 
God what is good for his name.  In prayer it is good to hold God’s desire and reputation up to God 
as the rationale for our request. 

 
In Psalm 84:1-2, 10-11 we hear that the psalmist’s delight is being in the presence of God 
and worshipping him day and night.  This life in the presence of God is the reality 
presented as the Christian’s hope in Revelation 21-22.  Does your delight reflect this 
hope?  Do you concur with the psalmist?  Do you live like this is your hope?  How might 
you live differently to exhibit this hope?  How might you speak differently? 
 
In Psalm 86:5, 7, and 13 the psalmist gives reason for praying to the LORD.  What is that 
reason?  Do you hold the same truths in your mind as you make your petition to God? 

The psalmist prays to God for he is good and forgiving; he answers; his steadfast love is great; and 
he has delivered the psalmist in the past. 



Through the Scriptures: Weeks 53-65 

Week 62 Thursday Psalms 90-95 
What does Psalm 90 remind us about God, cf. especially 90:1-12?  Cf. also Psalm 95.  
How does the psalmist’s perspective as he prays to God help you have perspective in 
your prayer life? 

The psalmist reminds us that God’s perspective is much larger than ours.  God was before us, is 
now, and will be well after us.  From everlasting to everlasting he is God.  The recognition of who 
God is in respect to your prayers helps you look beyond your immediate perspective to God’s 
perspective that transcends your understanding. 

 
How does the message of Psalm 91 contrast with its use by the devil in Matthew 4:5-6? 

The message of Psalm 91 upholds the joy and security the faithful have in God the Almighty.  The 
devil uses the psalm to tempt Jesus to test the truth of this certainty.  The devil takes this passage 
of security in the midst of life to offer license to do whatever might be intriguing to the self. 
 

How does the psalmist pray so boldly in Psalm 94?  What empowers him to speak this 
way? 

The psalmist sees injustice and calls it what it is.  He knows that God cannot stand for injustice.  
He also knows that God will take care of his people, cf. 94:14-15.  His boldness comes forth out of 
this confidence in the promises of God. 

 

Week 62 Friday  Psalms 96-102 
What gives the psalmist cause for song in Psalm 96, 98, 100, 101? 

The works of the Lord, his salvation, his steadfast love, his name, etc., are noteworthy and 
wonderful.  These spread beyond just one group; they relate to all nations.  They inspire the 
psalmist to encourage proclamation to the nations so that they too would know his greatness. 

 
Psalm 101:6-8 presents a picture of a city where there is no one who practices deceit or 
utters lies.  This picture of peace and stability also comes forth in Revelation 21:22-27.  
What confidence does this stability bring to citizens?  Do you sing for joy when you 
consider that such stability will be yours on the last day? 
 
What is the argument for help in Psalm 102? 

The psalmist calls for God to help that the people yet to be created might praise God and declare 
his name. 

  
Week 62 Saturday Psalms 103-106 
What rationale is there for blessing the LORD?  What rationale is there for giving thanks 
to the LORD?  What do these psalms highlight? 

The LORD is the creator of all things.  He has made everything and sustains it.  He cares for it 
with his steadfast love and mercy.  He has made promises and he keeps them.  He is God. 

 
How has the LORD demonstrated his faithfulness to Israel?  Cf. Psalm 105.  What 
benefit is there in the psalmist recounting this history lesson?  Do you recount the acts of 
God on a regular basis? 

He was with them in their wanderings, i.e., during the time of the patriarchs.  He provided for 
them during the famine by sending Joseph ahead of them.  He made the people fruitful in Egypt 
and delivered them through Moses and Aaron his servants as they brought plagues upon the 
Egyptians.  In their escape he provided them with riches, protection, guidance, and nourishment.  
He then brought the people to the land of promise. 



Through the Scriptures: Weeks 53-65 

Week 63 Monday 1 Chronicles 1-5 
Chronicles seems to have been written following the return from exile in Babylon.  The 
focus of the book is on David, his descendants, and upon the faithfulness of God in the 
midst of Judah’s decline. 
 
The first section of Chronicles presents genealogies.  How are they organized thus far?  
Why do you think the highlighted people are highlighted?  What message do these 
chapters convey? 

The genealogies begin with Adam to Noah.  At Noah’s descendants, we see specificity for each 
son with greatest specificity for Shem of whom Abram was a descendant.  Abram’s offspring are 
given and their specificity focuses in on Israel and his sons.  Israel’s sons are given with emphasis 
on the lineage and descendants of David.  Following David’s line, Simeon (the other tribe in the 
area of Judah), and the three tribes that were east of the Jordan are listed.  The organization 
focuses clearly on David and his line.  It focuses on the line of the promise and the demonstration 
that God is keeping to his promise.  It highlights the victories won in the promised land and the 
land distributed.  It provides comfort to those who return from exile at a loss for the order and 
lineage that defined them prior to the exile. 

 
How would you present your genealogy to convey God’s faithfulness to you?  What 
lineage would give you comfort today? 
 
Week 63 Tuesday 1 Chronicles 6-10 
How do the genealogies continue/end?  Why? 

The genealogies continue with the rest of the tribes that entered the promised land and there dwelt.  
The first section of genealogies finishes with Saul’s genealogy.  Then the listing moves into the 
failure of the people to abide in faith and the resulting exile.  Then the return from exile is 
presented.  Following this list, Saul’s genealogy is again presented.  This bracket probably 
reminds the people of their failure that lead them into exile.  The inside of the brackets focuses on 
the return and the life of worship in the return.  This focus in the midst of failure probably conveys 
a valuable lesson to the hearers as they live in life after the exile. 

 
What is introduced in chapter 10?  What function does this serve? 

The death of Saul provides transition to the account of David.  Given the bracket of Saul’s 
genealogy in chapter 9 and the emphasis on Saul’s failure in chapter 10, it also provides another 
transition for the hearer.  It provides a transition from the people’s failure to heed God to a 
renewed commitment to obey his commands, ala the transition from Saul to David. 

 
Do you need to be reminded of failure to help stay out of the same trap again in life?  
What traps might you face in your devotional life? In your life of faith? 
 
Week 63 Wednesday 1 Chronicles 11-12 
What message is presented in chapters 11 and 12?  What does the recounting of the 
mighty men have to do with 1 Chronicles 11:1-3, 9?  How might this same point be 
conveyed today? 

The message of chapters 11 and 12 is that David was king because God chose him to be king.  
David’s strength was because of the LORD.  This point of 11:1-3 and 11:9 is furthered by the 
presentation of the mighty men.  The mighty men helped David according to the word of the 
LORD, cf. 11:10.  Their impressive strength as leaders further the picture of strength 
communicated by 1 Chronicles. 

 



Through the Scriptures: Weeks 53-65 

Week 63 Thursday 1 Chronicles 13-16 
What is one of the first activities that David exhorts the people to do?  Why is this 
significant?  How does this continue the contrast between Saul and David? 

David encourages the people to come together as one people and bring the ark of God to the 
gathering.  Bringing the ark was not the activity that characterized the reign of Saul, cf. 13:3.  This 
action reminds the people as they return from exile that David’s success was related to trusting in 
the LORD.  The LORD provided success.  He was faithful, is faithful and will continue to be 
faithful. 
 

Compare 1 Chronicles 14:10-11, 14-16 with 1 Chronicles 10:13-14. 
 
David makes a point to restore worship of God on a regular basis.  This reality can be 
seen especially in chapter 16.  Why is daily worship of God so important from David’s 
perspective?  How is this approach different from the time leading up to this change in 
policy?  Do you see the value of regular worship and daily devotions in your life?  What 
was the consequence for failing to practice regular worship for Saul and the people?  
What is it for you? 

Daily worship is expected by God.  Just as importantly, daily worship helped the people remember 
that God is the center of their lives.  He is the one who sees to their prosperity or lack thereof.  
Keeping this in their forefront through worship (as God commanded) was a strategic tactic.  This 
practice helped them not become like Saul and the people of Israel under his rule. 

 

Week 63 Friday  1 Chronicles 17-18 
When David expressed his desire to build a house for the LORD, what was the LORD’s 
response?  Did the LORD build a house for David?  What did it look like?  What does it 
look like? 

The LORD told David, via Nathan, that he was not to build a house for Him.  Instead, the LORD 
was going to build a house for David.  The LORD would establish the kingdom of David’s 
offspring forever.  This offspring shall build a house for the LORD and the offspring’s throne will 
be established forever. 

 
The LORD did build a house for David and the house did build a house for the LORD.  We see a 
shadow of this in Solomon, Solomon’s kingdom and the temple Solomon built.  We see the 
fullness of this house in Jesus, the kingdom he has brought in through his life, death, resurrection, 
and ascension, and the temple this activity builds, i.e., the Church. 

 
What promise does the enduring kingdom of David bring for the people returning from 
exile?  What promise does it bring for you? 

The people returning from exile are given hope and confidence in the midst of their abasement in 
exile. 

 

Week 63 Saturday 1 Chronicles 19-22:1 
What happens to David with the victories the LORD provides?  How does God respond 
to David’s actions?  What option did David choose?  Why?  Was it a good decision? 

David begins to glory in the victories, cf. 20:2; 21:1-3.  In response, God struck Israel with a 
pestilence.  David chose the pestilence because it was God’s hand against the people and he 
trusted that God would be merciful to the people.  God, in response to David’s pleas, was indeed 
merciful in the end. 

 
Where does David decide to build the house of the LORD? 
 Jerusalem. 



Through the Scriptures: Weeks 53-65 

Week 64 Monday 1 Chronicles 22-26 
What preparations were made for the building of the temple?  Why did David make these 
preparations and put such emphasis on them?  What connection is there between the 
preparations and the census of chapters 21 and 27?  What is Chronicles trying to teach the 
hearer of the text? 

David collected all of the resources for the temple and made arrangements for its care.  He went 
through all of this trouble to provide some help for Solomon as Solomon was ‘inexperienced’.  He 
wanted to make sure that the temple would be established properly.  The connection to the census 
and this activity is all but explicit in chapter 27.  This presentation of the census might put a better 
spin on this inappropriate act of David; it also illustrates David’s focus on God and the temple.  
This emphasis on the temple directs the hearer to an appropriate focus in life.  In contrast to the 
focus of those whose activity led to the exile, those returning from exile should focus on God and 
his desires. 

 
How do you view worship?  What preparations are made to ensure worship is 
emphasized as it should be in your life?  In your church? 
 
Week 64 Tuesday 1 Chronicles 27-29 
What allusions are present in 1 Chronicles 22:13; 28:20?  Cf. Deuteronomy 31:6-8 and 
Joshua 1:5-9.  What function might these allusions serve? 

The text makes an overt connection to the words spoken between Moses and Joshua as they 
transitioned in their leadership of the people of Israel.  The text is suggesting that this transition 
was as significant as that transition.  Moses transitioned to Joshua with the end that the people 
would be led into the promised land.  David transitioned to Solomon with the end that the temple 
would be built and the people be able to worship in it.  This connection continues the emphasis on 
the importance of worship; worship and heeding the voice of Yahweh is as important as the 
inheritance of the Land. 

 
What does the offering of David and the people for the temple tell you about Christian 
giving:  How did they give?  What mindset lay behind their giving?  What was the result 
of their giving?  How should you approach giving to the church? 

David and the people gave out of willing hearts, cf. 1 Chronicles 29:9, 17.  This willingness was 
accompanied by rejoicing as the people were thankful for the opportunity to give, cf. 1 Chronicles 
29:9.  The people recognized that all that they had had come from the hand of God and still 
belonged to God, cf. 1 Chronicles 29:16.  This joyous giving reminds us that God loves a cheerful 
giver, cf. 2 Corinthians 9:7. 

 
Week 64 Wednesday 2 Chronicles 1 
2 Chronicles is a continuation of 1 Chronicles and should be understood in light of it. 
 
For what does Solomon ask when God appears to him?  What is significant about this 
request?  How does this relate to the theme expressed in first Chronicles?  What does it 
tell us about Chronicles emphasis on Solomon’s reign? 

Solomon asks for wisdom and knowledge to help govern the people of God, cf. 2 Chronicles 1:10.  
This request focuses on the desires of God for the people; it addresses the call of God for the 
people to observe everything that he has commanded/taught them, cf. Deuteronomy.  This 
emphasis connects with the emphasis on the Lord that is accented in David’s dedication to the 
proper worship of God.  This renewed emphasis directs the people returning from exile to focus 
anew on what is important in life as people of God, i.e., their relationship with God.  Like David’s 
reign, Chronicles emphasizes the propriety of Solomon’s reign in this respect. 



Through the Scriptures: Weeks 53-65 

Week 64 Thursday 2 Chronicles 2-5 
With what specifications did Solomon build the temple?  What was the temple built like?  
Why did they build it in such a similar way? 

The temple was built much like the tabernacle that preceded it.  The furnishings were similar to 
the ones used for the tabernacle and the square nature of the most holy place reflected the cubic 
nature of the most holy place in the tabernacle.  This construction reflected the instructions of God 
that he provided to inform people of how he is to be approached and worshipped. 

 
What is the crowning moment of the establishing of this temple? 

The settling of the ark of the covenant in the most holy place marked the high point of the 
temple’s construction.  The ark brought with it the presence of God.  The glory of the LORD filled 
the house of God. 

 
What does the cost of the temple teach us about the importance of the worship of God?  
Do you value the worship of God this much?  Is the worship of God given such opulence 
today?  Should it be?  Why or why not?  What significance does using the best for 
worship have? 
 
Week 64 Friday  2 Chronicles 6-7 
Chapter six highlights the central role the temple was to play in the life of the people of 
Israel.  In their need they were to pray towards the temple, the dwelling place for God.  
Does anything serve this function in the church today?  What benefit does this provide 
for you as a believer? 

There certainly is not a direct parallel for the church today (unless you consider prayer towards 
heaven a parallel).  Even though there is not a direct parallel, the church today does use the altar in 
a similar way in its worship.  The altar is the place which the congregation and the pastor face as 
they present their prayers and requests to God.  The altar is also the place from which the pastor 
speaks to the congregation as he presents God’s absolution, blessing, etc. for the congregation.  
This specific place of focus reminds the believer that God is an incarnational God; he comes to us 
still today in his body and blood in the mystery of Holy Communion. 

 
Notice again the emphasis on the observance of the statutes and commandments.  How 
does this encourage the people as they come back from exile?  How does this remind you 
of the life for which God has called you back from exile?  Is this reflected in your life? 

The emphasis on the observance of the statutes and commands reminds the people the life to 
which God has called them.  It reminds them that God intends them to have true life, i.e., life in 
proper relationship to God and each other, and has instructed them to facilitate that life. 

 
Week 64 Saturday 2 Chronicles 8-9 
How do chapters eight and nine reflect the message of chapter one when Solomon’s reign 
is introduced?  What do these brackets teach us about how Chronicles uses Solomon’s 
reign?  What word of instruction is present for the people of exile?  What word of 
instruction is here for you? 

Chapters eight and nine reflect the promise God made to Solomon when Solomon asked for 
wisdom to rule.  God told him that with wisdom he would grant to him wealth and success.  Here 
Solomon’s reign demonstrates wealth, wisdom and success.  This account is yet another reminder 
to heed the instructions of the LORD and walk in his ways.  God intends life; his instructions lend 
to that end. 

 



Through the Scriptures: Weeks 53-65 

Week 65 Monday 2 Chronicles 10-13 
What reason is given to explain the division between Israel and Judah?  Cf. 11:4. 
 The division arose from God.  He is the one who ordained it. 
 
What happened when Rehoboam did not serve the LORD?  What happened when 
Rehoboam repented?  What message is present here for us? 

Judah was attacked by Shishak, the king of Egypt.  The king took away the treasures of the house 
of the LORD and the house of the king.  Once the king and Judah repented from their error, God 
relented and did not permit utter destruction against the people. 

 
Notice the difference in status between Jeroboam’s army and Abijah’s.  Who is the one 
who taunts the other?  On what basis was this taunt made? 

Abijah spoke against Jeroboam and his army even thought they had twice as many soldiers.  
Abijah spoke in confidence because he knew that he fought on the Lord’s side and that the other 
side trusted in false gods. 

 
Why is serving the LORD so significant for the people of Judah?  What message is 
present for those coming out of exile?  What message is there for us? 

The text reminds us all that hope is found only in the LORD.  He is the one who provides for and 
protects his people.  As the people return from exile, they are reminded in this book that trusting in 
the LORD is their only source of certainty; no other thing or person provides and protects. 

 
Week 65 Tuesday 2 Chronicles 14-16 
With what was Asa’s reign characterized?  What brought this about? 

In the first ten years, Asa’s reign was characterized by rest.  The rest came from the LORD.  He 
brought and sustained their peace.  Even when the Ethiopians came against them, the LORD 
provided the victory.  They sought the LORD and He responded. 

 
What happened when Asa sought help apart from the LORD?  What message did the 
LORD have for him? 

Asa turned to Syria for help against Israel and Syria provided help; Asa was able to regain control 
of all of Judah.  Nonetheless, the gain was shortsighted; because Asa looked to Syria for help, the 
LORD left Asa to wars the rest of his years. 

 
How easy is it to get turned away from your trust in the LORD even after God has done 
so many great things for you, even after you have trusted in the LORD for so long?  Has 
this happened to you?  When?  What does today’s text teach you about how we are to 
respond to these failures? 

When we fail, we are to call upon the LORD in penitence; we look to him for mercy? Cf. 2 
Chronicles 16:12. 

 
Week 65 Wednesday 2 Chronicles 17-20 
How do the recorded events of Jehoshaphat’s reign affirm the message of Chronicles? 

Jehoshaphat was a relatively faithful king who had much success because he trusted in the LORD.  
While he made some poor decisions, e.g., aligning with Ahab and Ahaziah, for the most part he 
looked to the LORD for his help.  The LORD was faithful and provided deliverance to him in 
battle against Aram/Syria and in battle against the Ammonites and Moabites.  Jehoshaphat ruled 
many years and had relative stability and peace during his reign. 

 



Through the Scriptures: Weeks 53-65 

How did Ahab’s policy of prophetic inquiry, cf. chapter 18, compare to Jehoshaphat’s?  
Do you find yourself falling into the mindset of Ahab?  How can/do you combat that 
tendency? 

Ahab sought the prophets who told him what he wanted to hear.  The one true prophet, Micaiah, 
Ahab ignored and then imprisoned because Micaiah always spoke badly concerning Ahab.  This 
problem of selective listening and heeding still persists today and will persist, cf. 2 Timothy 4:3. 

 

Week 65 Thursday 2 Chronicles 21-22 
How would you describe the reigns of Jehoram and Ahaziah?  What characteristics did 
they bear? 

Jehoram and Ahaziah both ruled Judah in the ways of the kings of Israel and not the kings of 
Judah.  They were married into the family of Ahab and were influenced by their relatives’ foreign 
religions.  As a result, their reigns were marked by turmoil and defeat.  Jehoram and almost his 
whole house, i.e., his family, was destroyed.  Ahaziah reigned only a year; he was killed by Jehu. 

 
What did God do in the midst of his judgment upon these unfaithful kings?  What 
reminder is provided in these chapters in the midst of the accounts of these bad kings?  
Do you see this faithfulness elsewhere in Scriptures?  What accounts stand out most for 
you? 

The LORD was still faithful to his promises and for the sake of David, he preserved the line of 
David.  This reality is clear by the preservation of Jehoram’s youngest son, i.e. Jehoahaz/Ahaziah, 
and the preservation of the still nursing Joash.  Here, although they were the ‘weakest’ of the 
family line, the LORD kept his promise; he preserved the line in the face of its attempted 
destruction by the Philistines and Arabians as well as Athaliah. 

 
Do you see in your life God’s preserving hand in the face of incredible challenges?  Do 
you see God’s faithfulness to his promises in your life? How?  When? 
 
Week 65 Friday  2 Chronicles 23-24 
How is the theme of Chronicles accented in the account of Joash?  What events are 
highlighted in Joash’s reign? 

Joash’s reign is presented in two basic periods.  The first is the time of his reign concurrent with 
the time of Jehoiada the priest.  During this time Joash did what was right in the eyes of the 
LORD.  He even repaired the temple.  The emphasis on the temple as a central reality for Judah is 
present in the time of Jehoiada.  After Jehoiada’s death, Joash followed other council and went 
contrary to the ways of the LORD.  He even killed Zechariah, Joash’s son who tried to council 
him in the ways of the LORD.  With this turn of events, the rather successful rule of Joash takes a 
decidedly negative turn and Joash is assassinated. 

 
Do you see similar realities in today’s world?  How often do your actions and mindset 
reflect the mindset of your advisors?  When does this happen?  How do you maintain 
your focus on the advice of the LORD in your life? 
 
Week 65 Saturday 2 Chronicles 25 
What does the LORD point out about Amaziah’s error?  What was nonsensical about 
Amaziah’s actions following the defeat of the Edomites?  Do you ever fall into similar 
traps?  When?  How do you avoid those traps? 

Amaziah took gods out from the defeated Edomites.  The LORD pointed out that this action 
makes no sense whatsoever.  If these gods were unable to preserve the Edomites from the hand of 
the LORD, why would one who has the LORD as God want these false gods for himself? 


